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RENEE BARBEE NAMED ‘MEMBER OF THE YEAR’
Dr. Enrique Medina takes gavel as chair of Pomona Chamber board, Beth Brooks receives Community Service Award

SWEARING IN CHAMBER BOARD MEMBERS -- Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at podium, swears in the new 2019-2020 
Pomona Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors as Chamber President and CEO Monique Manzanares, at left, looks on.  
Pictured, from left, are board members Raymond Harrison, of Self-Help Federal Credit Union; Jeff Keating, of Western Univer-
sity of Health Sciences; Jim Dale, of Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center; Daniel Thomas, of Forest Lawn; Luis Cetina, of 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; Nef Cortez, of Re/Max Universal Realty; Renee Barbee, of La Nueva Voz; 
incoming board Chair Dr. Enrique Medina, of Pomona Unified School District; Annette Limon, of Mt. San Antonio College; Josh 
Maher, of Cal Poly University Pomona; Michael Thomas, of Pomona Valley America’s Job Center; Jill Reiff, of Valley Vista 
Services; and Josh Landis, of Foothill Transit.

Pomona kicks off effort to achieve 
‘complete count’ in 2020 U.S. Census

The City of Pomona, 
which has been prepar-
ing for the 2020 U.S. 
Census since 2017, 
took its efforts public 
for the first time this 
month with the creation 
of its “Pomona Com-
plete Count” commit-
tee to help develop a 
strategy to make sure 
the city includes every 
possible resident in the 

City of Pomona Management Analyst Tracy Byl keeps 
track of suggestions from the audience for engaging un-
dercounted groups in advance of the 2020 U.S. Census 
as the city launches its “Complete Count” committee.

Dr. Enrique Medina, Direc-
tor of Career Readiness for the 
Pomona Unified School District, 
was sworn in as the new board 
chair of the Pomona Chamber of 
Commerce this month, pledging to 
continue “the incredible transfor-
mative work between the business 
community in partnership with ed-
ucational agencies to provide the 
best 21st century opportunities to 
those who would serve here in the 
City of Pomona.”

Medina, who has served on the 
Chamber’s Executive Board since 
2013 and has chaired the Cham-

ber’s College, Career and Work-
force Development Task Force 
since 2011, was handed the “offi-
cial” gavel at the Chamber’s 131st 
installation of officers and awards 
event, held this year at the Pomona 
Valley Mining Company.

He has long been an advocate 
for developing a highly qualified 
workforce and then connecting 
that workforce with business and 
industry, always closely tailoring 
the skills of future employees to 
“real world” needs by keeping a 
finger on the pulse of today’s pro-
fessionals.

“Our team at Pomona Unified 

School District has al-
lowed me this oppor-
tunity to participate in 
the Pomona Chamber 
of Commerce for the 
last few years,” Me-
dina said.  “It has been 
an amazing partner-
ship.”

“Effective partnerships produce 
popular changes at the individual, 
family, community and social 
level,” he added.  “In Pomona, we 
have those effective partnerships.”

“Our collaborative energy has 
led us in a recent successful $2.1 
million state budget award for the 

first non-profit solar panel fac-
tory in the world that we do here 
in the city,” he said, referring to 
a recently announced project he 
helped bring to Pomona that will 
create more than 200 local jobs 
and provide free solar panels to 

Outgoing Chair of the Pomona Chamber of Commerce 
board David McElwain, at right, hands over the gavel to 
new board Chair Dr. Enrique Medina.

La Nueva Voz (formerly La Voz from 1981-2009) -- Celebrating its 10-year anniversary this month!
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low income homeowners.  
It is expected to become op-

erational by spring 2022 and will 
be located in the Pomona Unified 
School District adult school’s for-
mer welding shop.

Medina said the project, which 
will help the cities of Claremont 
and Pomona significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, in-
volved the collaboration of the 
cities of Claremont and Pomona, 
Harvey Mudd College, the Po-
mona Unified School District, San 
Antonio Regional Occupational 
Program, America’s Job Centers 
of California, the San Gabriel Val-
ley Conservation Corps and oth-
ers.

“Thank you all for making it 
happen,” Medina said.

“One thing I do promise is to 
continue forging partnerships 
that we have been engaged in for 
many, many years,” he said.  “I 
am humbled and honored to rep-
resent the Pomona Chamber of 
Commerce as the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors.”

Sandra Vaughan-Acton of Cal 
Poly University Pomona, a past 
chair of the Chamber board, in-
troduced Medina, calling him an 

Pomona Chamber... from pg. 1

Renee Barbee of Pomona’s La Nueva 
Voz newspaper was the recipient of this 
year’s Pomona Chamber Member of the 
Year Award.  Pictured, from left, are Bar-
bee; Chamber incoming board Chair Dr. 
Enrique Medina; and Chamber President 
and CEO Monique Manzanares.

Pomona’s Fairplex was the recipient of this year’s Pomona Chamber Employer of the 
Year Award.  Pictured, from left, are Carlos Garcia; Cielo Castro, representing Fairplex; 
Chamber incoming board Chair Dr. Enrique Medina; and Chamber President and CEO 
Monique Manzanares.

individual who has “focused on 
making a difference in the com-
munity of the City of Pomona for 
over 30 years throughout his ca-
reer at the Pomona Unified School 
District.”

“Dr. Medina’s work is power-
ful in the City of Pomona,” she 
said.  “I have personally witnessed 
the work that he is doing.  I sup-
port him 110 percent because it is 
meaningful.  It gets results.”

“And that’s what it’s all about 
is getting results for our students 
here in the City of Pomona so I 
personally, Dr. Medina, thank you 

for the work that you have been 
doing and I look forward to the 
work that you will continue to do,” 
she added.

She said he has worked to make 
sure that everybody has the abil-
ity to make that opportunity to be 
career-ready and college-bound.

“He encourages the develop-

ment of new 21st century career 
technical education programs, 
enhancing... programs that are in 
high demand in the labor market to 
provide businesses with the most 
qualified work force,” Vaughan-
Acton said.  “He’s on the front line 
getting it done.”

Outgoing board chair David 
McElwain, who retired recently 
as head of the Pomona office of 
the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education GAIN job service, con-
gratulated Medina as he passed 
the gavel to him, calling him one 
of his first friends he met with the 
Chamber years ago.

He called Medina his “mentor 
and partner in workforce develop-
ment for the City of Pomona and 
both its students and adult resi-
dents.”

McElwain said when he accept-
ed the gavel from Vaughan-Acton 
a year ago he knew the Pomona 
Chamber “has been a vital insti-
tution since the very beginning of 
the city’s history.”

“I knew also that its members 
and board were enthusiastic in 
seeking the very best possibilities 
not only for the business commu-

Pomona Chamber... pg. 8
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Howard Hernandez, a Pomona 
resident and U.S. Army veteran 
who first came to Pomona’s Amer-
ican Legion Post 30 in 1972 when 
he returned from Vietnam, was 
installed last week as Post Com-
mander for the coming year in cer-
emonies at post headquarters.

“Forty-seven years ago, when I 
returned from Vietnam, this was 
the post where I started my service 
to the country,” Hernandez told a 
near-capacity downstairs hall at 
the American Legion.  “I was here 
for approximately a year and a half 
and thereafter I left to Los Angeles 
to continue my education.”

“A little bit over a year and a half 
ago, I returned to the City of Pomo-
na to fulfill my duty, my honor, to 
my country and my community,” 
he added.

Leading Southern California veterans advocate sworn in as Pomona’s Post 30 American Legion commander

NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD AT POMONA’S POST 30 -- New members of the executive 
board of Pomona’s Post 30 American Legion are sworn into office last week by American 
Legion District 18 installation team captain Scott Sinclair.  Pictured, front row, from left, are 
Sergeant at Arms Hector Navarro, 2nd Vice Commander Robert Radcliff, and new Post 30 
Commander Howard Hernandez.  At rear, from left, are House Committee Member Samuel 
Cafierro and Finance Officer Alejandro Escobedo.

Hernandez introduced his new 
executive board officers along with 
the officers of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.

“Women in this post have al-
ways been an integral part of the 
post and the community,” he said, 
adding that next year the post will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the Auxiliary.

Post 30 officers were installed in 
formal ceremonies by the Ameri-
can Legion District 18 installation 
team.  The district includes all 
American Legion posts throughout 
the San Gabriel Valley and instal-
lation team members represent the 
various posts in the district.

District installation captain Scott 
Sinclair charged the new Post 30 
officers with carrying out their du-
ties.

“You shall proceed upon those 
duties in the same spirit of devo-
tion and endeavor which character-
izes the service out of which arose 
the American Legion,” Sinclair 
said, adding that the new officers 
should strive toward the realization 
“of the ideals of justice, freedom, 
democracy and loyalty.”

Officers of the Post 30 Auxiliary 
were installed earlier this month.

Hernandez, who served in Viet-
nam from 1970 to 1972, previously 
served as commander of American 
Legion Post 804 in East Los Ange-
les.  

He told La Nueva Voz that dur-
ing his term he looks forward to 
“integrating all of the organiza-
tions that are here in the Ameri-
can Legion – members, Auxiliary 

Post 30... pg. 9 

Pomona Eagles #2215 will 
present the 11th annual “Chili 
& Menudo Cook-Off” – an all-
day event complete with music, 
vendors, food and fun – on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5, in Pomona Eagles 
Park, behind Eagles headquar-
ters, at 954 W. Mission Blvd., 

Pomona Eagles set annual chili and menudo cook-off for Oct. 5
Pomona.

The event is scheduled for 
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. with menu-
do competition at 11:30 a.m. and 
chili competition at 2:15 p.m.

“Taste all” for $5 or purchase 
a “family pack” for $12.

Cash prizes will be awarded 

for first, second and third place 
in both chili and menudo com-
petition.

Cooks can sign up by calling 
Dick Lotz at (909) 815-7531.

For more information, con-
tact the Eagles at (909) 622-
9160.

American Legion District 18 installation team captain Scott Sinclair, at left, salutes 
new Pomona Post 30 American Legion Commander Howard Hernandez at last week’s 
installation of officers in Pomona.
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Census... from pg. 1
census update – and gets all the fed-
eral funding possible for programs 
that are based on census figures.

City staff met in the City Coun-
cil chambers with representatives 
of Pomona Unified School District, 
Fairplex, area non-profit organiza-
tions, service clubs, the Pomona 
Chamber of Commerce, churches, 
businesses, job centers, senior citi-
zen centers and other community 
partners – all to get a head start on 
making residents aware of the im-
portance of the U.S. Census well 
before the U.S. Census Bureau 
“invitation” arrives in the mail in 
March.

And the “complete count” com-
mittee has its work cut out for it – 
Pomona historically has been “un-
dercounted” in the U.S. Census, 
which means federal dollars are left 
on the table and even the sizes of the 
various districts of elected officials 
may be smaller than they would be 
with an accurate count.

Census officials even have a 
term for this – Pomona is a “hard 
to count” community based on 
a variety of factors – it is a larger 
community, it has a high percentage 
of renter population (47 percent), 
it is “overcrowded” with numer-

Andrea Rico of the City of Pomona moderates the first meeting 
of the 2020 U.S. Census “Pomona Complete Count” committee.

Tina Marquez Herzog, of the Los Angeles 
County chief executive office, explains 
what the county is doing -- and how Los 
Angeles County is one of the hardest 
counties to count in the nation -- in prep-
aration for the 2020 U.S. Census during 
the first meeting this month of Pomona’s 
“Complete Count” committee.

Benita DeFrank, Pomona’s neighbor-
hood services director, presents an over-
view of the 2020 U.S. Census and its im-
portance to Pomona at the first meeting 
of the city’s “Pomona Complete Count” 
committee.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval welcomes 
participants to the first meeting of the 
2020 U.S. Census “Pomona Complete 
Count” committee.

ous multi-generational households, 
low-income families, persons of 
color, foreign born, a high homeless 
population, high percentage without 
internet in the home (19.9 percent), 
seniors and even  young “mobile” 
adults who may be moving around 
during their college years or during 
the early stages of their careers.

According to Benita DeFrank, 
Pomona’s neighborhood services 
director, Pomona had less than a 73 
percent response rate in the 2010 
U.S. Census, ranking it high among 
other hard to count communities in 
Los Angeles County.

Why is that important?  As one 
example, it is all about the money.  

The federal government allocates 
more than $675 billion to commu-
nities based on U.S. Census figures 
– money for highway planning, 
medical services, supplemental nu-
tritional funds, transportation, edu-
cation, youth and family services 
and more.

And without an accurate count, 
a lot of that money that otherwise 
would be available to Pomona sim-
ply is left on the table.

How much?  Officials estimate 
that in California, every person who 
is counted is “worth” $2,000 annu-

ally in federal funding.
By doing the math using an es-

timate of those undercounted 10 
years ago in Pomona, that $2,000 
per person works out to more than 
$5 million a year or more than $50 
million over the 10 years next year’s 

count remains in effect.
So with federal dollars as a key 

motivator, the city went to work 
with its community partners to 
come up with a plan on what specif-
ic “hard to reach” groups need to be 
contacted and what organizations 
and individuals they can go through 
to reach those groups.

And all residents must be count-
ed, regardless of citizenship or im-
migration status.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
called it “so critical” to get ahead of 
the curve on this.

“I know that to get to a place 
where we can all feel like every per-

Census... pg. 14
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The non-profit company Cla-
remont-Pomona Locally Grown 
Power will receive $2.1 million 
in a 2019-2020 state budget al-
location to create a solar panel 
factory – the first non-profit fac-
tory of its type in the world – that 
will bring free solar power to low 
income homeowners, create jobs 
and cut carbon emissions.

The assembly plant is expected 
to become operational by spring 
2022 and will be located in an un-
used and outdated welding shop 
at the Pomona Unified School 
District adult school.

According to a news release 
from Assemblymember Chris 
Holden, the operation will create 
200 jobs.

Dr. Enrique Medina, Director 
of Career Readiness for Pomona 
Unified, said the project will in-
volve distribution of the newly 
assembled solar panels to resi-
dents in Claremont and Pomona 
where they will significantly re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions.

Medina was instrumental in 
bringing the project to Pomona.

The assembly operation will 

State budget includes $2.1 million to fund world’s first non-profit solar panel factory; 
located in Pomona, plant will provide free solar to low income homeowners

produce patented technology so-
lar panels.

“We’re extremely grateful for 
the unwavering support of As-
semblymember Holden in secur-
ing this critical piece of funding,” 
said Devon Hartman, founder 
of Claremont-Pomona Locally 
Grown Power.

He said the planning and de-
velopment of the world’s first lo-
cally based non-profit solar panel 
assembly factory has been years 
in the making and has brought to-
gether a broad base of volunteers, 
students, scholars, business own-
ers, community leaders and elect-
ed officials who are committed 
to net zero greenhouse gas goals, 
creating clean energy jobs, stimu-
lating the local economy and ad-
dressing environmental justice.

“The California legislature has 
set ambitious climate policies 
and I am 100 percent committed 
to furthering our leadership role 
in combating climate change,” 
Holden said, “but we need all 
Californians to be able to be part 
of greener energy solutions.”

“The Locally Grown Power 

non-profit model gives the op-
portunity for more Californians 
to have a seat at the table and be 
able to support our existing legis-
lative priorities,” he said.

He added that cities and re-
gions such as the Claremont and 
Pomona areas have little to no 
chance of reaching California’s 
energy and greenhouse gas goals 
“until and unless every member 
of our communities has the op-
portunity to participate regardless 
of their economic situation.”

“What we’re doing will pro-
vide that opportunity and make a 
tangible difference in every com-
munity we serve,” Holden said.

The operation, to be housed in 
a 4,000 square foot facility, has an 
initial production goal of building 
and installing 6,000 photovoltaic 
systems on low- to moderate-
income homes, allowing those 
households to save a total of $6.5 
million in energy costs each year.

“That’s real, added disposable 
income that will now be spent 
here, locally, on goods and ser-
vices,” Hartman said.  “It’s the 

most powerful local economic 
stimulus we can create.”

In addition, the 6,000 new sys-
tems will reduce carbon emis-
sions by 26,700 metric tons per 
year, making it the least expen-
sive carbon mitigation program 
of its kind in California, accord-
ing to the news release.

“Our goal with this initial fac-
tory is to take Claremont and 
Pomona to net zero carbon emis-
sions and to establish them as a 
national model for energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy, 
proving that we can create sus-
tainable energy and sustainable 
economics by focusing all efforts 
on stimulating our local econo-
my, bringing back middle-class 
manufacturing jobs, and serious-
ly addressing our environmen-
tal justice issues all at the same 
time,” Hartman said.

He said the program is de-
signed to be replicable in cities 
across California.

For more information, visit the 
web site at www.claremontlocal-
lygrownpower.org.

House of Ruth 
asks community 

for help after 
break-in

Operators of Pomona’s House 
of Ruth, a non-profit domestic 
violence agency, are asking the 
community for help in replen-
ishing items taken in a break-in 
last month of their outdoor stor-
age facility.

Items taken had been donated 
and were intended for use as 
gifts and supplies for survivors 
of domestic violence and their 
children.

“House of Ruth is asking for 
the community’s help in replen-
ishing those items that help bring 
some form of normalcy to the 
lives of families in their care,” 
spokesperson Rhonda Beltran 
said in a news release.  “Many 
survivors come to House of Ruth 
with only the clothes on their 
back.  These donations provide 
clients the ability to pick and 
choose needed items for their 
children and themselves.”

She said providing this space 
for families to “shop” gives cli-
ents the ability to fulfill their ba-
sic needs.

Donations should be new, un-
wrapped gifts for all ages, both 
female and male.  Monetary do-
nations would help the agency 
improve its security by purchas-
ing a new storage container and 
replacing fencing.

House of Ruth has provided 
life saving services to the com-
munity for more than 42 years.  
It provides shelter, programs, 
opportunity and education to 
victims of domestic violence 
and contributes to social change 
through intervention, education, 
prevention programs and com-
munity awareness.

Donations can be dropped off 
at House of Ruth, 599 N. Main 
St., Pomona.

For more information, con-
tact Beltran at (909) 868-8007 
or by e-mail at rbeltran@house-
ofruthinc.org.

Board Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce

Need to advertise in 
La Nueva Voz?

(909) 629-2292

Call Renee Barbee, 
V.P. of Ad Sales and Operations

www.lanuevavoz.net
(909) 

629-2292

Your 
ad here!

Location for August and September: 
Pilgrim Congregational Church Fellowship Hall

600 N. Garey Ave., Pomona

Every Wednesday at 12 noon
with Brian Farrell at the piano
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The nation’s Independence Day 
– the Fourth of July – is always 
a special day in La Verne where 
residents and visitors alike can 
always count on experiencing an 
old-fashioned, small town look 
back at the way things used to be – 
and arguably still should be today.

This year was no exception.
“This is the best day of La 

Verne,” Mayor Don Kendrick told 
La Nueva Voz in a Facebook live 
stream video interview in front of 
La Verne’s Bonita High School 
where parade participants were 
lining up.

“We have been working on this 
since July 5 of last year,” Kend-
rick added.

He said it all started with a pan-
cake breakfast, followed by the 
14th annual La Verne Patriotic 
Motorcycle Salute and then the 
Fourth of July Parade.

Then there was a country fair, a 
deep pit barbecue and a spectacu-
lar fireworks display and show at 

La Verne remembers July Fourth the way things used to be
the Bonita High School stadium 
that night.

You know it is an important 
parade when it has two color 
guards – one from Pomona’s Post 
30 American Legion and another 
from La Verne’s Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 12034.

Bob Radcliff, second vice com-
mander of American Legion Post 
30, captain of the American Le-
gion District and head of the color 
guard, was out in front of the pa-
rade with a full color guard that 
included several new participants 
this year.

“We’re proud to be here,” Rad-
cliff said in his own live stream 
video interview.  “We’ve been 
here about every one of them.”

He said Pomona missed one 
year.

The parade itself started with 
the roar of engines of an esti-
mated 200 motorcycles in the an-
nual motorcycle salute along the 
parade route – with most of the 
motorcycles sporting flags, both 
big and small, representing all 50 
states and all branches of the mili-
tary.

Leading the motorcycle salute 
was ride founder and organizer 
Tim Morrison of La Verne, who 
also led ceremonies in front of 
Bonita High School before the 
ride where he introduced Mayor 
Kendrick.

“This is the 14th time that we’ve 
been here to express our apprecia-
tion for all of you who are here to 
make La Verne the best it can pos-
sibly be,” Kendrick told the riders.  
“Every year when I get to look out 
and see the amazing group of peo-
ple here that find La Verne on July 
Fourth it’s very amazing to me.”

Kendrick introduced Dr. Felice 

Motorcycle salute organizer Tim Morrison heads out onto the road to lead 
200 motorcycles riding in this year’s La Verne Patriotic Motorcycle Salute 
just before the beginning of the city’s annual Independence Day parade.

La Verne City Councilmember Robin Carder and 
her family rode in the parade.

Pomona’s American Legion Post 30 color guard was in fine form up front in La Verne’s 
Fourth of July parade.  And that’s Second Vice Commander Bob Radcliff, head of the 
color guard, at front left.

Tim Morrison, organizer of the annual 
La Verne Patriotic Motorcyle Salute ride 
before the annual Fourth of July pa-
rade, speaks at opening ceremonies this 
month in front of Bonita High School.

Former La Verne Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Brian McNerney 
shoots a little video on his phone at cer-
emonies before the La Verne Patriotic 
Motorcycle Salute ride.

La Verne Patriotic Motorcycle Salute co-
organizer Jeff Bassler coordinates riders 
as they prepare to leave the Bonita High 
School parking lot for the annual ride at 
the head of the La Verne Fourth of July 
parade.

La Verne Mayor Don Kendrick and his wife Gaynel rode in the Fourth of July parade.

Loverso, President and CEO of 
Casa Colina Hospital and Centers 
for Healthcare in Pomona who 
again rode his motorcycle in the 
salute this year, who Kendrick 
said is “somebody that has taken 
over an organization and made it 
the best in the country.”

“What this organization does 
is it helps people to regain things 
that they thought they’d lost,” 
Kendrick said.  “We’ve had peo-
ple severely wounded in Iraq and 
Afghanistan come back and go to 

this special place and be 
rehabbed to some amaz-
ing elevated abilities and 
it’s because of the leader-
ship of this man who says 
‘we can and we will.’”

The motorcycles roared out of 
the parking lot and were followed 
by a parade featuring everything 
from marching bands to Boy 
Scouts and Cub Scouts, live rock 
bands from La Verne playing as 
they rode on floats, and more.

La Verne Mayor Don Kendrick welcomes riders of 
some 200 motorcycles to the annual La Verne Pa-
triotic Motorcycle Salute

La Verne remembers July Fourth the way things used to be

July Fourth... pg. 13
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nity but for the residents of this 
dynamic city,” he added.

“Most importantly, I knew the 
Chamber to be welcoming and 
inclusive as I had already made 
many warm and lasting friend-
ships that I hold dear,” he said.

He pointed to a “growing mem-
bership” over the past year and 
thanked Vaughan-Acton for step-
ping up to assume his responsibili-
ties when he became ill in early 
April.  He is currently working on 
recovering from an illness the na-
ture of which he did not publicly 
disclose.

And he thanked his wife Amy 
for supporting him during his 
work for the Chamber “and es-
pecially her love and care at this 
time.” 

Community Service Award
Beth Brooks of Pomona’s 

Brooks Property Management was 
the recipient of this year’s Pomona 
Chamber “Community Service 
Award,” presented to her by com-
munity volunteer Anne Henderson 
who received the award last year.

The award is presented annu-
ally to an individual who has con-
sistently played a vital leadership 
role in community service organi-
zations and the business commu-
nity and represents a positive im-
age to the community along with 
a reputation for honesty, integrity 
and selflessness.

“I am so happy this award goes 
to Beth Brooks,” Henderson said.

Brooks said her family “legacy” 
started on Valentine’s Day in 1942 
when the minister’s wife from Pil-
grim Congregational Church in 
Pomona took the young girls from 

Pomona chamber... from pg. 2
the church including her mother 
– who was 17 – to Fairplex for a 
dance sponsored by the Red Cross 
with soldiers who were stationed 
in what is now the NHRA mu-
seum.

“And in the Millard Sheets Gal-
lery this handsome man who was 
26 asked my mom to dance and 
the rest is history,” she said, add-
ing that because of those begin-
nings her involvement in the LA 
County Fair and Fairplex come 
naturally to her.

“And even though I’m sur-
rounded by four generations of 
Kiwanians, I am 
a Rotarian,” she 
said. 
Emeritus Award

The entire 
Chamber board 
joined together 
in presenting a 
special “emeri-
tus” award to 
McElwain for his 
work in Pomona, 
in Los Angeles 
County, work 
on behalf of the 
Chamber and his 
volunteer work 
bringing the “Lit-
tle Free Library” 
concept to Pomona.  McElwain 
received a standing ovation.

“I’m only 58 so emeritus seems 
a little premature,” he said, adding 
that his work with the Chamber 
has been “a wonderful experience 
for me.”

“I hope after some treatment and 
rest that I will be back in action in 
the City of Pomona,” he said.

Beth Brooks was the recipient of this year’s Pomona Chamber 
Community Service Award.  Pictured, from left, are Anne Hender-
son, last year’s recipient; Brooks; Chamber incoming board Chair 
Dr. Enrique Medina; and Chamber President and CEO Monique 
Manzanares.

Outgoing Pomona Chamber board Chair 
David McElwain received a special “emer-
itus” award recognizing his outstanding 
service to the community.  Pictured, from 
left, are Renee Barbee, McElwain, and 
Chamber incoming board Chair Dr. En-
rique Medina. 

The Pomona Chamber New Business of the Year Award this year went to John Pena 
for his new El Jefe Cocina Mexicana & Cantina restaurant in Downtown Pomona.  Pic-
tured, from left, are Pena; Chamber incoming board Chair Dr. Enrique Medina; and 
Chamber President and CEO Monique Manzanares.

Other awards
This year’s Image Award went 

to Spectra Company, a Pomona-
based historic preservation com-
pany with 150 employees.   The 
company is currently refurbishing 
the old YMCA building in Pomo-
na.  

Ray Adamyk, founder and pres-
ident, told the group he recently 
moved to Pomona from Clare-
mont because of a need “to come 
here and to help this city in any 
way we can.”

Chamber board member Josh 
Maher of Cal Poly University 

Pomona introduced Adamyk to 
present the award to a business 
organization that continually dem-
onstrates pride in ownership by 
maintaining the business or orga-
nization in a positive manner.

The Community Service Orga-
nization of the Year Award went 
to the San Gabriel Valley Conser-
vation Corps.  The award goes to 
an organization that has demon-
strated outstanding dedication to 
service and civic and community 

Danny Oaxaca and the San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps received this year’s 
Pomona Chamber Community Service Organization of the Year Award.  Pictured, 
from left, are Michael Thomas; Oaxaca; Chamber incoming board Chair Dr. Enrique 
Medina; and Chamber President and CEO Monique Manzanares.

This year’s Pomona Chamber Image Award went to Spectra Company and its founder 
and president Ray Adamyk.  Pictured, at left, is Adamyk with Chamber incoming board 
Chair Dr. Enrique Medina.

efforts.
Chamber board member Mi-

chael Thomas of Pomona Valley 
America’s Job Center presented 
the award to Danny Oaxaca, 
founder and director of the San 
Gabriel Valley Conservation 
Corps.

The organization helps disad-
vantaged youth develop the mo-
tivation, self-confidence, work 
skills and education necessary to 
take advantage of an opportunity 

to succeed in life.
Chamber ambassador Milton 

Drake of Proactive Work Health 
Services of Pomona presented the 
New Business of the Year Award 
to Downtown Pomona business 
owner John Pena, founder of the 
JP Group, for his new El Jefe Co-
cina Mexicana & Cantina restau-
rant in Downtown Pomona.

The award goes to a Pomona 
area business that has demonstrat-
ed an active role in providing a 
valuable service to the community 
and that has enhanced the work-
force in the community.

Pena told the group he gave 
credit for the award to his staff of 
50 new employees with close to 
25 of them residents of Pomona.

Chamber ambassador Carlos 
Garcia of FYI Technologies, Inc., 

Pomona Chamber... pg. 13



La Nueva Voz • Thursday, July 25, 2019 • 9

members, the boosters, the Sons of 
the Legion – ensuring that we all 
work cohesively and that we all do 
what’s necessary.”

Hernandez has also served at 
American Legion posts in Mon-
tebello, Monterey Park and West 
Covina.

He was appointed last year by 
the Secretary of the Veterans Ad-
ministration to serve on the Com-
munity Veterans Oversight and 
Engagement Board to participate 
in the implementation master plan 
and transitional development of 
the 388 acres across from the Wad-
sworth Veterans Hospital between 
Brentwood and Westwood to cre-
ate a “Veteran Centric” commu-
nity.

He continues his advocacy for 
veterans through numerous boards 
and councils and currently serves 
on the Disabled Veteran Business 
Enterprise Advisory Council in the 
California Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

A member of the American GI 
Forum since 2009, he has held 
numerous positions including 
California State Commander, first 
vice commander and secretary.  
He works there to identify and ad-

dress the resolution of legal issues 
encountered by veterans statewide.

And he has been a member of the 
Greenlining Institute since 2011, 
where he advocates for housing, 
employment and benefits for veter-
ans at the state and national levels.

He chairs the Veterans Advisory 
Committee of National Educa-
tion, Advocacy and Training, Inc., 
where he advocates for housing, 
employment and training opportu-
nities for veterans.

He also serves as chairman of 
veterans affairs for the California 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.
Hernandez received a bachelor’s 

degree in political science from Cal 
State University Los Angeles and a 
law degree from the American Col-
lege of Law in Anaheim.  He is an 
associate member of the Mexican-
American Bar Association.

An empty chair draped with 
a POW/MIA banner was placed 
in front of the podium during the 
meeting – as at all meetings of the 
American Legion – as a symbol of 
the thousands still unaccounted for 
from all wars and conflicts.

Post 30... from pg. 3

Rotary Club of Pomona Valley 
has scheduled its annual “Hot Au-
gust Night” fundraiser – this year 
on a country western theme – for 
Friday, Aug. 23, at the Sheraton 
Fairplex Conference Center.

The event, which will raise 
scholarship money for the stu-
dents of Pomona, is set for 6 to 10 
p.m.

Included will be a buffet dinner, 
silent auction, line dancing les-

Pomona Rotary presents 
‘Hot August Night’ fundraiser Aug. 23

sons and a line dancing contest, 
and country western dancing.

Tickets are $75.
Deadline for sponsorship op-

portunities – from $50 business 
card ads up to $5,000 “diamond” 
sponsor – is Aug. 2.

For tickets and additional in-
formation, contact Beth Brooks, 
(909) 229-5921, or Carol Wilt, 
(909) 573-4634 or e-mail carol.
wilt@yahoo.com.

NEW CHOP STOP OPENS IN LA VERNE -- Members of the La Verne Chamber of Com-
merce joined with La Verne city officials last month to officially cut the ribbon for the grand 
opening of Chop Stop, the ninth store in the new franchise and the 99th restaurant in La 
Verne.  It is also the largest Chop Stop in the chain so far.  The restaurant offers “more than a 
salad,” all on a “chopped” theme, of course.  And it’s pretty good, too.  Pictured, at left, is La 
Verne Mayor Don Kendrick helping out as owners Kelley Choi and Monique Macias cut the 
ribbon.  Pictured, from left, are Macias, Choi, her husband David Choi, La Verne Mayor Pro 
Tem Charlie Rosales and La Verne City Councilmember Robin Carder.  The new restaurant 
is located at 1335 Foothill Blvd., La Verne.  For information, call (909) 515-7373.

Members of the Pomona American Legion Post 30 Auxiliary executive board, display-
ing their certificates from Congresswoman Norma Torres and others, are, from left, 
Mary Eddington, President; Cheryl Scholl, 1st Vice President; Yvonne “Bunny” San-
chez, 2nd Vice President; and Stephanie Huff, Secretary.
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Pomona police score another big hit with kids at annual ‘G.R.E.A.T. Campout’ at Fairplex
Animal expert Thor Pape 
of Norco (originally from 
Germany), who was kind 
of Pomona’s own Jack 
Hanna or Indiana Jones for 
the day, was the star of the 
show on Pomona’s portable 
stage bringing out exotic 
animal after animal for the 
300 kids (actually a few 
more this year) at the an-
nual “G.R.E.A.T. Campout” 
overnighter at Fairplex last 
month.  The free event for 
kids ages 9 to 13 gives par-
ticipants a chance to come 
out, have fun, play games, 
watch movies, win prizes, 
have hamburgers for din-
ner and a great breakfast 
the next morning, and more.  
They only have to bring a 
pillow -- they receive a free 
sleeping bag to use and take 
home.  The kids also get a 
chance to meet and interact 
with Pomona police officers, 
see a K-9 demonstration, 
take a look at the Pomona 
police helicopter and 
check out the police 
SWAT equipment.  
Pictured is Pape 
showing off a snake to 
the kids.  He bills him-
self as a reptile show 
that is exciting, edu-
cational and hands-on 
-- “Bringing the safari 
to you!”

A bearded dragon liz-
ard takes a short walk 
on the stage during 
the reptile show.

Thor Pape shows off a dragon lizard.

Thor’s tortoise, snacking on a lettuce leaf, is bigger than he looks in this photo.  Just 
think huge. Campout... pg. 11
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NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION!

Full service flower shop in Downtown Pomona 
Tienda de Flores de servicio completo en el Centro de Pomona

Banquet Hall available for 300 people!
¡Salón disponible para 300 personas!

Professional event planning and 
floral arrangements for all occasions.

Minerva Hernandez, Event Planner
146 East Third Street, Pomona, CA 91766

Planeación de eventos y 
arreglos florales para toda ocasión.

• MINERVASFLOWERS@GMAIL.COM
• WWW.MINERVASFLOWERANDCRAFT.COM
• FACEBOOK.COM/MINERVASFLOWERANDCRAFT

Established in 1995

Now here are a couple 
of guys who are mov-
ing up in the world by learning the ropes (sorry, two puns in one sentence).  The climb-
ing wall was a popular attraction at the G.R.E.A.T. Campout last month.  The event was 
sponsored by the police department, the City of Pomona, Fairplex and others.

Thor Pape (www.thorsreptilefamily.com) holds 
up a ball python for the kids which, true to its 
name, is kind of balled up at the moment.

Anybody want to hold a tarantula?  Actually, animal 
expert Thor Pape had takers.

Thor gives Liana and Daniella a chance to hold a dragon lizard.

Lorraine Canales, a counselor at Village Academy 
High School, shows off one of her many “extra” 
talents as a professional face painter (just take a 
look at those samples on her right arm!) during last 
month’s G.R.E.A.T. Campout at Fairplex.  Pictured 
getting a couple of lady bugs on her right cheek is 
Layla Mendoza, 9, a student at Lexington Elemen-
tary School.

One lucky camper had 
a chance to hold on to 
one of Thor Pape’s 
frogs that was actual-
ly a little squirmy and 
tried to get away, but 
who wouldn’t, huh.

Campout... from pg. 10

Campout... pg. 13
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Fist of Gold Youth Center, Pomona’s non-
profit youth boxing organization, will present 
a “911 Fight Night” emergency responder 
fundraiser event next month, putting fighters 
in the ring representing everything from am-
bulance services to paramedics, Los Angeles 
County firemen and various law enforcement 
agencies.

Included will be boxers in about a dozen 
matches representing the various fire stations 
serving Pomona, police officers from the Po-
mona Police and Los Angeles Police Depart-
ments, and deputies from the San Bernardino 
Sheriff’s Department, according to organizer 

Jorge Castaneda, Jr.
The fundraiser will begin at 7 p.m. Saturday, 

Aug. 17, at Shaun Diamond Plaza in Downtown 
Pomona.

Doors open at 6 p.m.
Included will be live music, food and a beer 

garden.
General admission is $25 and ring side seats 

are $50.
All proceeds go to the Fist of Gold Youth 

Center, an organization dedicated to “giving 
kids a fighting chance.”

For more information, call (909) 376-0343 or 
visit the web site at www.fistofgold.org.

Fist of Gold ‘emergency responder’ fundraiser 
to match cops against firemen against paramedics

San Antonio ROP
San Antonio Regional Occupational Program Adult (SAROP) fee-based classes:
•  Crossover - Barbering to Cosmetology
•  Crossover - Cosmetology to Barbering
•  Security Guard Training and Certifications 
•  Hospital and Community Health
•  Certified Nurse Assistant
• Home Health Aid
• Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and First Aid
• ServSafe Certification

REGIONAL 
OCCUPATIONAL 
PROGRAM

The San Antonio Regional Occupational Program provides Career and Technical Education in the surrounding high schools of Bonita 
and Pomona Unified school districts and at the Fairplex, Pomona. Courses are offered to students in grades 11 through 12 who live in 
Bonita Unified (San Dimas and La Verne) and Pomona Unified School Districts. Career and Technical, ROP courses provide students 
with job readiness and soft skills, career guidance and industry experience to help students become career ready, productive citizens 
and participants in a diverse society and global economy.  Fee-based classes are available to adult graduate students only. 

El Programa Regional de Oficios para Adultos San Antonio ofrece clases:
• Transición - Peluquería a Cosmetología
• Transición - Cosmetología a Peluquería
• Capacitacion y Certificacion para Guardia de Seguridad 
• Salud Comunitario y Hospitales
• Asistente de Enfermería Certificado
• Asistente y Ayuda Médica para el Hogar
• Resucitación Cardiopulmonar y Primeros Auxilios
• Certificación ServSafe

El Programa Regional de Oficios San Antonio ofrece Educación Técnica y Profesiones en las escuelas secundarias de los Distritos 
Escolares Bonita y Pomona y en Fairplex. Los cursos se ofrecen a almunos del 11 al 12 grado que residen en los Distritos  Escolares 
de Bonita (San Dimas y La Verne) y Pomona. Cursos por parte del Programa Regional de Oficios en Carreras Tecnicas ofrece 
capacitación para la preparación laboral y social, guianza para profesiones y la experiencia industrial para ayudar a los estudiantes a 
ser ciudadanos productivos y participar en la economía global y la sociedad diversa. Se ofrece clases de paga para alumnos adultos 
solamente para aquellos que se han graduado.
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San Antonio Regional Occupational Program
1460 E. Holt Ave. Suite 12 (PO Box 90),  Pomona, CA  91767

(909) 397-4711, ext. 21567

Llame al 909-397-4711 ext. 21567 para más 
información y empiezo de las primeras clases.

Call 909-397-4711 ext. 21567 for more 
information and start dates of classes.
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Do you have a news story?

Send your news tips to: reneebarbee7@gmail.com
We want to hear from you or your organization.

presented the Employer of the 
Year Award to Fairplex.

The award is presented each 
year to an employer who promotes 
employee growth and develop-
ment and demonstrates leadership 
in the business sector while pro-
viding resources and support of 
development of other local busi-
nesses.

He said Fairplex is a nonprofit 
enterprise that serves “as a place, 
a convener and a creator of memo-
ries to strengthen the community 
and economy through arts and en-
tertainment, agriculture, education 
and commerce.

Accepting the award on behalf 
of Fairplex was Chief of Staff Cie-
lo Castro, who told the group that 
Fairplex has always been an active 
member of the Pomona Chamber.

She added that in their recent 
strategic planning process they 
added a new tag line in their com-
munications that they are “proudly 
located in the City of Pomona.”

“We are making every effort to 
be a true community partner . . . 
through everything the Fairplex 

does,” she said.
And Chamber ambassador Eva 

Garcia of Re/Max Champions in 
Upland presented the Member of 
the Year Award to Renee Barbee, 
vice president of advertising and 
operations for La Nueva Voz.

The award goes to someone 
each year who has provided valu-
able service to the Pomona Cham-
ber, does community work on spe-
cial volunteer assignments, and 
demonstrates excellence in leader-
ship and extraordinary support of 
the business community.

She said Barbee has served as 
a dedicated board member of the 
Chamber after she was elected 
to the board by the full Chamber 
membership and has been very ac-
tive throughout her 10 years as a 
Chamber member.  She has never 
missed a board meeting and at-
tends virtually every ribbon-cut-
ting and grand opening.

Barbee has served on several 
Chamber committees and was vot-
ed as the chair of the ambassadors.  
She also recently was appointed 
commissioner of the Pomona Pub-

lic Library’s Board of Trustees.
She serves each year on the 

Downtown Pomona Owners As-
sociation’s Christmas Parade 
Committee and is a member of the 
Pomona Optimist Club.

She is a resident of Pomona 
where she and Jeff Schenkel pub-
lish La Nueva Voz, Pomona’s only 
community newspaper.

“I just want to say thank you 
very much on behalf of the Pomo-
na Chamber, the City of Pomona, 
everybody who supports Jeff and 
me and this paper and especially 
Jeff,” Barbee said.  “Thank you 
very much.  I really appreciate it.”

Also at the event, Barbee be-
came a member of the Chamber’s 
executive board where she will 
serve as board secretary.  Board 
member Annette Limon of Mt. 
San Antonio College also moved 
up to the executive board where 
she will serve as vice chair.

And joining the Chamber board 
for the first time were Raymond 
Harrison of Pomona’s Self-Help 
Federal Credit Union and Josh 
Landis of Foothill Transit.

Pomona Chamber... from pg. 8

OK, we’re not real technical around here, but this little lawn game for the kids at the 
G.R.E.A.T. Campout involved shooting at targets with something like a laser gun that 
produced a digital response when you hit the target.  It seemed to be a popular attrac-
tion.

Pomona Police Detective Tomas Ramirez, always a regular on the grill at the G.R.E.A.T. 
Campout, shows off his skills again this year.  And at rear, the ladies from the Duarte 
Elks Lodge (Pomona Elks merged with them years ago) are serving pulled pork sand-
wiches which, by the way, was prepared by Corporal Ernesto Rios of the police depart-
ment’s crime prevention department -- and it was amazing!

Members of the Pomona City Council and even the president of the school board 
stopped by to meet some of the kids at last month’s G.R.E.A.T. Campout.  Pictured, at 
rear, from left, are City Councilmembers Rubio Gonzalez and Nora Garcia along with 
Pomona Unified School District Board President Frank Guzman.  The kids, from left, 
all from Alcott Elementary School, are Lester Santos, 10, Jhetzuvely Roman, 8, Yvonne 
Hernandez, 9, and Benjamin Hernandez, 10.

Congresswoman Grace Napolitano rode in the La Verne parade in the city’s old fire truck.

Dr. Felice Loverso, President and CEO 
of Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for 
Healthcare in Pomona, is ready to ride 
(wearing his Broken Horn Saddlery t-
shirt) as a show of support once again in 
this year’s La Verne Patriotic Motorcycle 
Salute.

La Verne Mayor Pro Tem 
Charlie Rosales, a Vietnam 
veteran, rode in the La 
Verne parade.

Elyce Kel-
ley, 14, who 
just gradu-
ated from the 
eighth grade 
at Holy Name 
of Mary 
School in 
San Dimas, 
reads her 
first place 
p r i z e - w i n -
ning entry in 
the annual 
patriotic es-
say contest 
presented by 
Veterans Hall 
in La Verne.  
This year’s 
theme was “why we honor the American flag.”  Kelley 
called the flag “a living symbol of our freedom, our 
military and our country.”

July Fourth... from pg. 7Campout... from pg. 11
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Sign up for Pomona Unified School District’s
Free ‘Early Learning Literacy’ App!

It’s a fun way to improve reading skills.
Register at www.myf2b.com/register/pomona

footsteps2brilliance
La Nueva Voz is a proud member of PUSD’s Literacy Collaborative.

Info on student group programs at AGRIscapes:

4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

www.agriscapes.cpp.edu

Remembering Alfredo Escoto Aguirre
Family members are remembering Alfredo Escoto Aguirre, a native 
of San Juan de Los Lagos in the state of Jalisco, Mexico, who passed 
away in December 2014 at Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center 
at the age of 70.
 
Aguirre came to this country at the age of 24 and married Guadalupe 
Moreno after attending school through the fourth grade in Mexico 
and going to work as a baker’s assistant.
 
He was a resident of Pomona his entire adult life where he worked 
in the plastics industry.

PAID OBITUARY

son in the City of Pomona is count-
ed is a hard, tremendous struggle,” 
he said.  “The city can not do this 
without our community – our faith-
based community, our non-profit 
organizations.”

“(Residents) see local govern-
ment and some say, ‘Listen, we 
appreciate what you’re doing,’ but 
there’s still that distrust,” Sandoval 
added.  “In order for us to be able 
to get to a place where we count ev-
ery person, because we know there 
are resources that will come as a re-
sult of that count that are critical to 
this community, we need everyone 
here” along with others who were 
not in the room of nearly 100 com-
munity partners.

“And so I want to work and our 

council and our city want to work 
with you to make sure that we get 
as many of our community lead-
ers who the community members 
trust... we need to identify those 
folks,” he said.

DeFrank told the group the U.S. 
Census – and its population count 
every 10 years – is mandated by the 
U.S. Constitution.

“It is part of our civic duty,” she 
said.

But beyond that, it is used by all 
levels of government for everything 
from population projection, devel-
opment of agriculture and energy 
and writing grants, determining 
where more doctors are needed and 
determining adequate levels of pub-
lic safety.

It is also used by developers of 
housing developments and shop-
ping centers and school districts use 
the information for their own plan-
ning.

DeFrank said the city’s history of 
low response is in the past but the 
city is now projecting into the fu-
ture.

“It’s not going to get any better 
unless we have an intervention,” 
she said.  “What the state is saying 
is that Pomona is still going to be 
undercounted unless we do some-
thing different.”

“And that’s why it’s so important 
to start now and not start in January 
of next year,” she said.  “We need to 
start having that conversation now.”

“What do we need to do?  We 
need to make sure everyone counts,” 
she added.  “And we need to look at 
those demographics . . . we need to 
translate them into population.”

Further complicating things in 
Pomona is the fact that 20 percent 
of the homes have no access to in-
ternet – and others may not be pro-
ficient in using the internet – and 
the U.S. Census will be completed 
largely online next year.

“The ones who are not proficient 
are likely to be undercounted,” she 

said.
The city has already identified 

three locations to place U.S. Cen-
sus “kiosks” with a computer and 
a volunteer where residents can go 
to complete the form – Washing-
ton Park Community Center, Palo-
mares Park Community Center, and 
the Pomona Public Library.

Pomona Unified School District 
Supt. Richard Martinez told the 
group the school district has iden-
tified 24 school sites where it will 
provide its own “kiosks” and Los 
Angeles County officials are work-
ing on plans to place their own ki-
osks countywide including some in 
Pomona.

Then there’s the whole issue of 
fear and mistrust of the use of the 
information in the U.S. Census with 
residents wondering what the gov-
ernment is going to do with that in-
formation.

And, DeFrank said, Pomona has 
a high Latino population and in the 
2010 U.S. Census nationally, there 
was a huge concern – young Latino 
children age 4 or younger were one 
of the most undercounted popula-
tions in the nation.

“We don’t want this reoccurrence 
to happen in the 2020 census,” she 
said.

DeFrank said a key message to 
the public will be that the results 

of the U.S. Census are confidential 
– they are shared only in statistical 
form and individual results may not 
be shared under penalty of law – 
U.S. Census workers violating their 
oath of confidentiality can actually 
be sentenced to up to five years in 
prison.

Tina Marquez Herzog, a rep-
resentative of the Los Angeles 
County chief executive office, told 
the group the county also is work-
ing with cities and unincorporated 
areas.  She pointed out that 66 cities 
in the county have “hard to count” 
areas, with Los Angeles and Long 
Beach the largest.

She added that those two cities 
alone encompass two-thirds of the 
hard to count areas in Los Angeles 
County which, she said, with more 
than 10 million residents is one of 
the hardest to count in the nation.

She said the county already has 
signed up 11 “kiosk” locations in 
Pomona and more than 500 county-
wide.

Businesses and organizations 
– from credit unions to the phone 
company – willing to provide a 
computer space and publish hours 
the business is open can contact 
Herzog at therzog@ceo.lacounty.
gov.

“But the challenge is getting them 
there” to the location, Herzog said.

Census... from pg. 4
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JUST LIKE THE 
REAL MOVIES! 
-- You just sign up, 
go in, and you get 
popcorn and can-
dy and sit down for 
the show in one of 
three real movie 
theaters in the Vil-
lage at Indian Hill, 
all paid for by the 
Pomona Public Li-
brary Foundation 
with the support of 
the Pomona Uni-
fied School District 
and organized by 
the district’s Pu-
pil and Commu-
nity Services of-
fice (that’s Adrian 
Rojas handing out the popcorn with Aylin Salcido at rear).  Adult education representatives were even on hand to 
give out coupons for free hairrcuts for back to school.  The summer movie program -- for children and their parents, 
more than 200 people each show -- ended last month after screening films like “Incredibles 2,” “Spare Parts,” “Hotel 
Transylvania 3,” “The Lion King” and others -- but it will be back again next year for those who are interested!  This 
month, the program shifts into “family cultural excursions” featuring trips to Olvera Street by Metrolink, the L.A. Sci-
ence Center and Spaceship Endeavor, the Farm at Fairplex and Grand Park Eco Walk in Los Angeles.  The trips 
are free and any student in Pomona Unified School District can participate.  Kids must be accompanied by an adult.  
The bus outings depart from the Pomona Public Library.  The program has been offered for the past four years.  For 
complete schedule information, contact the library.
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Congratulations to all the 
Pomona Chamber award winners!

Congratulations to Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz!
Member of the Pomona Chamber of Commerce Executive Board 

2018-2019 Pomona Chamber of Commerce ‘Member of the Year’

Photo by Eric Jung
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- Lawn mowing
- Bush cutting
- General cleaning
- New grass
- Sprinkler repair
- Tree service

Franco’s Gardening

Franco Pliego Rosas 
Gardener

(909) 896-6339
Pliegofranco@yahoo.com

Rhonda Beltran, a pro-
fessional fundraiser for 35 
years, has been named di-
rector of development for 
House of Ruth, a Pomona-
based non-profit organiza-
tion providing life-saving 
domestic violence servic-
es for residents of eastern 
Los Angeles and western 
San Bernardino Counties.

Beltran replaces Pat Bell 
in the position following 
Bell’s promotion to ex-
ecutive director following 
the retirement in March of 
long-time executive direc-
tor Sue Aebischer.

“We are fortunate to 
have Rhonda join our 
team,” Bell said.  “Her 
professionalism and extensive 
experience will further expand 
our fundraising efforts.”

Beltran, who previously served 
for most of her career at McKin-
ley Children’s Center in San Di-
mas, received a bachelor’s degree 
in organizational leadership from 
Azusa Pacific University.

Rhonda Beltran named director 
of development at House of Ruth

House of Ruth, founded in 
1977, offers programs that are 
open to all battered women, men 
and their children, all free of 
charge.

For more information, call the 
24-hour crisis hotline at (877) 
988-5559 or visit the web site at 
www.houseofruthinc.org.

Rhonda Beltran

Pomona Valley Hospital Medi-
cal Center has received two awards 
from the American Heart Associa-
tion – the “Get with the Guidelines 
– Heart Failure” and “Stroke Care 
Gold Plus” quality achievement 
awards – recognizing the hospi-
tal’s commitment to ensuring heart 
failure and stroke patients receive 
the most appropriate treatment ac-
cording to nationally recognized, 
research-based guidelines founded 
in the latest scientific evidence.

According to a news release, the 
hospital earned the awards by meet-
ing specific quality achievement 
measures for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of heart failure and stroke pa-
tients at a set level for a designated 
period.

Included are the evaluation of the 
proper use of medications, aggres-
sive risk-reduction therapies, and 
various stroke treatments aligned 
with the most up-to-date guidelines 
designed to speed recovery and re-
duce death and disability.

“We are dedicated to improving 
the quality of care for our patients 
with heart failure and those impact-

Pomona Valley Hospital receives heart and 
stroke awards from American Heart Association

ed by stroke by implementing the 
American Heart Association’s ‘Get 
with the Guidelines’ initiatives,” said 
hospital President and CEO Rich 
Yochum.  “The tools and resources 
provided help us track and measure 
our success in meeting evidence-
based clinical guidelines.”

According to the American Heart 
Association, more than 6.5 million 
adults in the United States are living 
with heart failure while many heart 
failure patients can lead a full, enjoy-
able life when their condition is man-
aged with proper medications or de-
vices and healthy lifestyle changes.
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POMONA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS OWNERS
PROPIETARIOS DE NEGOCIOS Y RESIDENTES DE POMONA

YOU DESERVE THE FACTS:
USTEDES MERECEN SABER LA REALIDAD:

  In 2009, Your Pomona Police Department reduced its police force from 200 police officers to 163 police 
 officers

  En el 2009, nuestro Departamento de Policías de Pomona disminuyó su fuerza policial de 200 a 163   
  agentes

  Currently, the Pomona Police Department is staffed at 169 but 13 positions remain either unfilled or frozen
  Actualmente, el Departamente de Policías de Pomona tiene un personal de solo 169, sin embargo   

  existen 13 posiciones que permanecen vacantes o bloqueados

  Your Pomona Police Department is 78 officers BELOW the National Standard based on 1.6 officers per   
 1,000 residents needed

  Nuestro Departamento de Policías de Pomona se encuentra 78 agentes DEBAJO del nivel de las Normas  
  Nacionales las cuales indican que se requiere 1.6 policías por cada 1000 residentes

 YOU, the residents of Pomona, passed Measure PG and the Pomona City Council is not fulfilling their   
 promise to “Preserve our Public Safety services”

  USTEDES, los residentes de Pomona, aprobaron la Medida PG y el Concilio de la Ciudad de Pomona no  
  esta cumpliendo su promesa de “Preservar nuestros servicios de Seguridad y Protección Pública”

 5 Pomona police officers have left for other police agencies in the last two years
  Durante los pasados dos años, 5 agentes de policía de Pomona han partido hacia otras agencias policiales

 2 Pomona police officers are in the process of leaving for other police agencies
  2 agentes de policías se encuentran en el proceso de partir hacia otras agencias de policía

 Your Pomona police officers rank 14th out of 15 police departments in competitive pay and benefits
  Nuestros agentes de policías de Pomona clasifican número 14 entre 15 departamentos de policías con  

  salario y beneficios competitivos

 Your Pomona police officers are ranked among the lowest in the State of California when it comes to   
 medical contributions

  En cuanto a aportaciones médicas, nuestros agentes de policías de Pomona se clasifican entre los más  
  bajos en el Estado de California

KEEP POMONA OFFICERS IN POMONA
RETENGAMOS A POLICIAS DE POMONA EN POMONA

“Imagine if your boss was still paying you the same wages from 1994.”
-Councilwoman Nora Garcia 

July 1st, 2019
“Imagínese si su jefe aún le pagara el mismo salario desde 1994.”

-Concejal Nora Garcia
Julio 1º, 2019
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