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Sengchan Houl, arrested last 
year in the Pomona shooting 
that killed 8-year-old Jonah 
Min-Tian Hwang, was convict-

month by jurors who deliberated 
less than two hours.

Houl, now 37, was found 

Jurors convict Jonah’s killer in only two hours of deliberations
-

gree murder, two counts each of 
shooting at an occupied dwell-
ing and negligent discharge of a 

-
ing from a motor vehicle.

Jurors in Pomona Superior 
Court also found true a special 

circumstance allegation that 
the murder was perpetrated by 

from a motor vehicle.
Sentencing is set for Jan. 29 

when Houl faces life in prison 
without the possibility of parole, 
according to the Los Angeles 

County District Attorney’s of-

According to the district at-

vehicle when he shot at a home 
in the 1100 block of West 11th 
Street in Pomona.

During the shooting, young 

the prosecutor said.  The child 
later died from his injuries.

Houl was also convicted of 
shooting at the same house on 
one occasion before the murder 
and then again twice after the 

Three new Pomona city coun-
cilmembers were sworn in this 
month at a Pomona City Coun-
cil meeting – and up the hill at 
Three Valleys Municipal Water 
District Board member Carlos 
Goytia was sworn in for his third 

-
lations in last month’s election 

Election winners sworn in at city council, water board
County.

District 2 was Victor Preciado 
with 50.95 percent of the vote, 
or 1,696 votes, over Jacqueline 
Elizalde with 49.05 percent of 
the vote, or 1,633 votes.

In District 3, Nora Garcia 
ended up with 56.57 percent or 
1,963 votes over long-time City 
Councilmember Cristina Car-
rizosa, who had 43.43 percent or 
1,507 votes.

And in District 5, Steve Lus-
tro won with 43.97 percent, or 
2,466 votes, over two-term City 
Councilmember Ginna Escobar, 
who had 42.01 percent, or 2,356 
votes.  George Grajeda came in a 
distant third with only 14.02 per-
cent, or 786 votes.

In the Three Valleys race, Car-

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at right, administers the oath of 

-

-

See the special 
Valley Vista Services 
La Nueva Voz 2018 
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los Goytia, who represents South 
Pomona on the water board, 

with 61.82 percent of the vote, 
or 7,777 votes.  Challenger and 
former Pomona Mayor Elliott 
Rothman received 38.18 percent 
of the vote, or 4,803 votes.

Three Valleys Board members 
Joe Ruzicka, who represents 
Diamond Bar and the City of In-
dustry, and Brian Bowcock, who 
represents Claremont and La 
Verne, held onto their seat after 

running unopposed.
Goytia, who was sworn in 

for another term by Pomona 
Mayor Tim Sandoval, thanked 
Three Valleys’ outgoing gen-
eral manager and chief engineer 
Rick Hansen who is retiring this 
month after 41 years.

“Rick, you took us to a high 
level, a very respected agen-
cy throughout the region and 
throughout the state and a lot 
has to do because of your leader-
ship and staff,” Goytia said, “and 

of course my colleagues on the 
board of directors.”

He also thanked Sandoval and 
new Pomona City Councilmem-
bers Victor Preciado and Nora 
Garcia for their support in the 
campaign.

“This campaign was about the 
people,” Goytia said.  “It was the 
people’s campaign and it was 
evident in the results.”

“I’m just humbled and hon-
ored to continue to serve not just 
the people of Pomona but the 
entire region,” he added.  “This 
agency is so respected and I’m 
just proud to be a part of this 
agency.  I look forward to an-
other four years sitting in the 
seat (and) I’m looking forward 
to working with our retail agen-
cies.”

Three Valleys Board Presi-
dent Bob Kuhn, who represents 
Glendora and San Dimas on the 
Board, congratulated all three re-
turning Board members.

Pomona’s Measure PC, which 
would apply a 6 percent tax rate 
on gross receipts on the com-
mercial cannabis businesses in 

Election winners... from pg. 1
Pomona if they 
ultimately are 
legalized by the 
city council, 
passed by a 71.21 
percent to 28.79 
percent margin.  
The measure 
also would tax 
growers $10 per 
square foot.

And Pomona’s 
Measure PG, 
which called for 
a three-quarter 
percent sales tax 
increase in Po-
mona to gener-
ate an additional 
$12 million in 
city revenue each 
year, passed with 

66.5 percent to 
33.5 percent.

The measure 
automatically ex-
pires in 10 years.

At Mt. SAC, Measure GO, a 
bond measure to provide funding 
for making needed upgrades to 
the college infrastructure, passed 

-
cent to 37.57 percent.

About 33 percent of Pomona’s 
63,496 voters who were reg-
istered on election day turned 
out at the polls, compared to a 

about 51 percent.

-

-

-

-





 -- Pomona Deputy Police Chief Hector Rodriguez, 
a member of Pomona Rotary, helps Chance McQueen, 10, a student at Lincoln 

the Sole” shoe give-away program.  Big 5 provides Rotary with a discount on the 
shoes and opens the store early for the event.  They also provide employees 
who volunteer their time to help, according to Rotarian Carol Wilt, program chair 
for the give-away.

-
sity of Health Sciences ties a shoelace for Melissa Rocha, 8, a student at 

shoe give-away program this month. -- Members of Pomona 
Rotary went to work early on a Saturday morning this month mak-

schools in North Pomona walked out with just the right pair of new 

chair Carol Wilt said students and their parents lined up outside Big 

water bottle, a pair of socks and a stress ball.  Pictured is Sunshine 
Espindola, 8, a student at San Antonio Elementary School, trying on 

-
lage Academy High School (the school provided about 10 volunteers 

a great event,” Wilt said, adding that some of the volunteers who 

hand to help.

Ron Bolding, former president 
and CEO of Pomona’s Inter Valley 
Health Plan, will be keynote speak-
er at this year’s 37th annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Celebration, spon-
sored by the Pomona Inland Valley 
MLK, Jr., Project, scheduled for 6 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20, at Pomona’s 
Pilgrim Congregational Church.

Former Pomona health care executive Ron Bolding named 
keynote speaker at annual Martin Luther King celebration

He will speak on this year’s pro-
gram theme, “Out of the Moun-
tain of Despair, there is a Stone of 
Hope.”

Six students, including four from 
Pomona, will be honored for their 
outstanding community service and 
work in social justice.

Music will be provided by the In-

land Conservatory for the Perform-
ing Arts in Ontario.

Pilgrim Congregational Church is 
located at 600 N. Garey Ave., Po-
mona.

For more information,  contact 
Project President Sherie Rodgers at 
(909) 261-0247 or by e-mail at piv-
mlkproject@gmail.com.
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When it comes to supporting the 
community, Mr. D’s Diner takes it 
seriously – as seriously as it does 
serving breakfast or burgers and 
fries.

During a recent interview with 
co-owner Stefano Kosmides, La 
Nueva Voz had access to a list of 

-
ported and counted them up.  There 
were 89 of them and, as Kosmides 
pointed out, that was just this year!

Included were chambers of 
commerce, service organizations, 
the Willie White Park Focus Group 
neighborhood watch, cities, police 

social service organizations.
But the big emphasis has been 

on schools – middle schools, high 
schools and at least seven area col-
leges and universities.

“We see ourselves as part of the 
community so because of that we 
feel we have to give back,” Kos-
mides said.  “Just like the com-
munity supports us, we’ve got to 
support them.”

He said Mr. D’s, with locations 
in both La Verne and Pomona, is a 
family business.

Mr. D’s serving up support for community groups
“We support families,” he add-

ed.  “We are all about education, so 
we want schools to read about this, 
especially the universities because 
we believe in higher education – it 
gives kids more perspective to get-
ting out and growing.”

In some cases, this support can 
be monetary, possibly helping a 
sports team purchase new uni-
forms.  Other times, it can be gift 
cards or simply partnering with an 
organization on a fundraiser with 
a portion of the sales going to the 
organization.

Normally, 15 percent of sales 
goes to the organization, Kosmides 
said.  Sometimes it is more, es-
pecially if it is a family in need.

He said one fundraiser last 
year was to raise money for a fu-
neral for a young girl killed in a 
shooting.

“We doubled the amount that 
we gave them,” said Kosmides, 
who runs the business with his 
brother Yianni Kosmides.

Supporting the community, 
however, is nothing new in the 
family – their dad Dimitri set the 
bar for giving back early in his 

own career.
-

tri Kosmides at one time owned as 
many as 22 restaurants.  Most have 
been sold and Stefano and Yianni 
are back up to six restaurants and 
getting ready to open their seventh 
next month.

“My dad has always been sup-
portive of families of locals and lo-
cal business, even if they were his 
competition,” Stefano Kosmides 

said.  “He always made sure that if 
someone was suffering, he would 
be out there to help them.”

And he said he’s trying to follow 
in the tradition.

As an example, he said Ma-
rie Callender’s in Claremont just 
down the street from the Mr. D’s 
Pomona location recently went out 
of business after losing its long-
time lease.  He said apparently 
the property owners have plans to 
develop the entire corner of Towne 
Avenue and Foothill Boulevard.

Kosmides stopped in on their 
last day to chat with the owner and 
even helped him move a few items 

out of the restaurant.
The Pomona location of Mr. 

D’s, located at 401 E. Foothill 
Blvd., will celebrate its third an-
niversary in June.  The La Verne 
location down the street at 919 
Foothill Blvd. will have been open 
for six years in March.

Kosmides has been able to get to 
know the community well during 
that time.

Then how does he feel about 
both the community and his cus-
tomers?

“The customers are great – I 
have no complaint with the cus-
tomers,” he said.  “People have 
been very embracing.”

“The problem is that I think they 
see us as a more higher class res-
taurant which we’re not,” he add-
ed.  “We see ourselves as more of a 
family restaurant, family operated 
and family oriented.”

That’s why he said he is in the 
process of updating the menu to 
include more items requested by 
the customers – things like more 
Mexican food, along with more 
vegetarian and vegan items, new 
breakfast items and a few new din-
ners like a steak and shrimp din-
ner featuring shrimp skewers as 
examples.

The new menu is already at 
the printer’s and is expected to be 

year.
“We look forward to continu-

ing our family’s long-standing 
tradition of providing good quality 
food in a nice casual environment 
in the manner to which the com-
munity has become accustomed,” 

Stefano Kosmides

Serving up support... pg. 10
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Pomona’s House of Ruth has 
received a $50,000 grant from 
the Allstate Foundation for 
achieving second place in rais-
ing the most public donations 
in the 2018 Allstate Foundation 
Purple Purse Challenge, a fun-

life-changing services for do-
mestic violence survivors.

Public donations were raised 
during the month of October, 
which is also National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month.

Nearly 300 domestic violence 

annual Purple Purse Challenge 
this year.

Together, the organizations 
raised more than $3.5 million, 
according to a news release.

Funds will be used for ser-
vices for survivors and their 

emergency shelter and child 
care, counseling and case man-
agement.

Since the competition began 
in 2014, it has raised more than 
$10 million for services, the 
news release said.

In addition, the Allstate Foun-
dation this year contributed 
nearly $800,000 in incentive 
grants, including grand prizes 

the most in their division.
House of Ruth raised 

$117,362, compared to $96,060 
the previous year.

House of Ruth awarded $50,000 to 
support domestic violence survivors

“The funds raised by all of 
the challenge participants not 
only help us provide necessary 
services to survivors but also 
show survivors we’re all stand-
ing with them on their path to 
break free from domestic vio-
lence,” said Pat Bell, director of 
development for House of Ruth.

“While we’re extremely 
pleased by the amount of criti-
cal donations raised during 
the Purple Purse Challenge, 
we know funding alone is not 
enough,” said Allstate Senior 
Vice President Vicky Dinges.  
“We need everyone – men and 
women – to join us in standing 
up for the victims of domestic 
violence so we can break the 
cycle for future generations.”

Since 2005, the Allstate Foun-
dation has invested more than 
$60 million to help empower 
more than 1.3 million domestic 
violence survivors through the 
program.

House of Ruth, serving the 
Inland Empire and Greater Po-
mona Valley for the past 41 
years, has established a reputa-
tion as a leading expert in the 

close to 5,000 people annually 
with crisis intervention, shelter 
and outreach services, and more 
than 12,000 annually through 
prevention education programs.

The organization maintains 
a 24-hour hotline at (877) 988-
5559.

The Miami-based “A Little 
-

ganization that supports the needs 
of underprivileged children, is 
offering a $2,500 Dr. Emma Le-
rew Scholarship to students from 
low-income families who seek a 
career in education.

Scholarship candidates will 
be on a path to provide excellent 
teaching environments and com-
munity engagement to the next 
generation of youth, according to 
a news release.  They may be the 

-
lege.

In addition to the scholarship, 
candidates will receive mentoring 
from successful teachers and ad-

ministrators.  The selection com-
mittee, chaired by Emma Lerew, 
PhD, will consist of a minimum 
of three public service profes-
sionals.

Lerew, who retired from her 
position as director of programs 
and services in the Hayward Uni-

California, serves as executive di-
rector of the scholarship program.

The foundation provides up to 
$10,000 in scholarships annually.  
Scholarships are granted based 
on assessment of need and uni-
versity selection.

For more information, visit the 
web site at www.alittlehopefoun-
dation.org.

Scholarship available for low-income 
students working on careers in education

SANTA ARRIVES IN A FIRE ENGINE AT RALPH WELCH 
PARK -- Two dozen kids in the after school program at Pomo-

-

MUSIC AT THE FARM

-

the Beatles.

ANIMALS AT THE FARM
-

FALL IN THE FARM AT FAIRPLEX -

-
-

-

WANT TO MAKE YOUR OWN POND? -

Your 
ad 

here! 
(909)

629-2292

V.P. of Advertising & Operations: Renee Barbee
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HOSPITAL PARTNERS WITH POLICE FOR THE HOMELESS -

-

SANTA STEPS UP TO THE MICROPHONE

VISIT FROM SANTA -- 

-

to the kids and pose for 

-

-

-

SINGING IN THE HOLIDAY 
SEASON -

Carolers set the stage with their 

LIGHTS ON FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

-

La Nueva Voz...

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and 
Twitter!
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murder.
Houl was arrested without 

incident on March 26 in an un-
incorporated area of Pomona 
and booked at the Pomona city 
jail in connection with the mur-
der which occurred on Feb. 20, 
2017.

Then-Police Chief Paul Cap-
raro said at the time the suspect 
was stopped driving the suspect 
vehicle believed used in the 
shooting.  Capraro said after 
the arrest the suspect had in his 

used in the shootings.
Resources involved in the in-

vestigation included the FBI, the 
Los Angeles County Probation 
Department, and the San Gabri-
el Valley AB 109 
Task Force which 

from several area 
law enforcement 
agencies.

Young Jonah, 
who was a student 
at Pomona’s Cortez 
Math and Science 
Magnet School, 

had been adopted 
from an orphanage in 
Taiwan and had been 
in this country for 
less than three years 
when he was struck 
by a stray bullet in 
the apparent drive-by 
shooting while hav-
ing dinner with his 
parents and family 
friends.

The community re-
acted to the slaying by 
holding a candlelight 
vigil at Pomona’s 
Sacred Heart Church 
and a memorial ser-
vice at Pomona’s Pur-
pose Church.

The case was 
investigated by 
the Pomona Po-
lice Department.  
Deputy District At-
torney Lance Han-
sen prosecuted the 
case.

The story attract-
ed the attention of 
nearly every news 

media outlet in Los Angeles 
along with national and even 
international news media cover-
age.

Conviction... from pg. 1

EL SUSHI LOCO COMES TO POMONA

-

Pomona.
Sengchan Houl

Jonah Min-Tian Hwang

Do you have a news story?
We want to hear from 

you or your organization.
Send your news tips to: 

reneebarbee7@gmail.com
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Your insert here! Call (909) 629-2292

POSING WITH SANTA -- “Christmas in the Class-
room” founder Maria Vazquez, left rear, behind 
Santa, poses with Santa after passing out the gifts 

-

CHRISTMAS IN THE 
CLASSROOM AT SAN AN-
TONIO -- 
“Christmas in the Classroom” 

-

of the same name.  Maria 
Vazquez founded the orga-
nization in 2004 when her 
daughter, a second-grade 
teacher in Fontana, asked 
her mom to sponsor her 
class because most of the 

Christmas.  Her co-workers 

another classroom and it 
has grown since then.  This 

friends, the group will bring 

at six Title I schools -- three 
in Fontana and two in Jurupa 

in Pomona.  Vazquez, who 
grew up with eight siblings in 

own mother was not able to 

-
partments and local businesses.  For more infor-
mation, contact Vazquez at christmasintheclass-
room1@gmail.com.SANTA VISITS THE KIDS 

 

-

Photos by Renee Barbee
VOLUNTEERS POSE FOR THE 
CAMERA -- Volunteers in this 

take time out for a photo.  Includ-

-
bers, former Miss Pomona Prin-

Photo by Eric Jung
POMONA OPTIMISTS STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

-

-
ersmith is coordinator of the student of the month program.



AND NOW ON TO CHRISTMAS 
CARDS
were talking about, it was time to 
make some home-made Christmas 

with competition in football, soccer and basket-
ball, Valenzuela said.  Kids can come when-

-
ington Park.  The programs are offered at 13 
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TODD Memorial CHAPEL
FUNERAL ADVISORS AND DIRECTORS

Your Independent, family owned and operated Funeral Home since 1907.

Mitchell Todd, Joel Diaz, Nina Hernandez, Rudy Urrea
Hablamos Español

Our Spanish speaking funeral directors have more than 
80 years of combined experience in arranging services, 
burials, entombments, cremations and transporting of 
loved ones to Mexico and Latin America. Serving the 
needs of all faiths and all cemeteries.

(909) 622-1217
FAX (909) 623-3950

toddchapel@toddchapel.com
www.toddmemorialchapel.com

Claremont Chapel
325 N. Indian Hill Blvd. Claremont, CA 91711

570 N. Garey Ave. Pomona, CA 91767

Happy Holidays 
and 

New Year 2019

John Mendoza
Division 6

Three Valleys Municipal Water District

THE FINISHED PRODUCT!

Voz ball is in the center with those 

on with cones made out of posterboard, 
and crepe paper glued down around 
the whole thing.  Not bad, huh?  Just 

-

that thing open and, of course, all the 

whacked it a couple times more to get 

-

last that long -- in fact, kind of like the 

-

ANOTHER GOOD USE FOR LA 
NUEVA VOZ -- The kids in the after 

as it hangs from the ceiling (and ap-
-
-

kids started with a balloon and strips 
of newspaper to make a paper ma-

course, it was time to stick something 
in there and pop the balloon.

Your ad here! 
909-629-2292

Photo courtesy of Jeopardy Productions, Inc.
POMONA RESIDENT WINS ON JEOPARDY

-

Kosmides said.
Community groups and particularly schools and universities 

interested in exploring fundraising opportunities or in need of 
support for a project can contact Mr. D’s at mrdsdiner@gmail.
com.

Serving up support... from pg. 5
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A La Nueva Voz special “pull out” section:

Brought to you by Valley Vista Services
Providing quality waste and recycling service for over 50 years

The 2018 Pomona Christmas Parade

The 10th annual Downtown Pomona Christ-
mas Parade this month attracted, according to 

-
ers, the most ever, and, for the record, there 
was a reason for that – the parade just keeps 
getting better and better every year.

And while word travels fast on Pomona’s 
Second Street, word on the parade now has 
traveled well beyond Pomona’s city limits to 
cities throughout the San Gabriel Valley and 
the Inland Empire with parade-goers and their 
kids driving in from miles around.

“It’s been a labor of love and it started in 
July with an awesome Christmas parade com-
mittee,” organizer Larry Egan, Executive Di-
rector of the Downtown Pomona Owners As-
sociation, told La Nueva Voz before the start 
of the parade.  “And every year it seems like 
we’ve forgotten something because we get so 
used to it.”

“But I think it’s going to be a very delight-

Estimated crowd of 10,000 
turns out for 10th annual 

Pomona Christmas Parade

GRAND MARSHAL -- 

VALLEY VISTA SERVICES --  

Congresswoman Norma Torres 
speaks to the crowd.

State Sen. Connie Leyva, at left, wishes 
the crowd happy holidays as she is inter-
viewed by Stephanie Benjamin.

Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez 
and his wife Michelle always get a good 
reaction from the crowd at parade time.

A car loaded with some of the best staff 
members of Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Hilda Solis rode in the parade.  
Pictured at left is Assistant Field Deputy 
Yolanda Fuquay and at right is Casewok-
er Eva Thiel-Maiz.

Pomona City Councilmember Rubio Gon-
zalez walked the entire parade route with 
his wife, Lorena Gonzalez, at right, and 
daughter, Meztli Gonzalez, a 10th grader at 

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
addresses the crowd at the 
Christmas Parade reviewing 
stand as he walks the parade 
route shaking hands along the 
way.

Three Valleys Municipal Water District 
Board member John Mendoza (repre-
senting North Pomona) was back this 
year to wave to the parade crowd.

Pomona City Councilmember Nora Gar-
cia walked the parade route handing out 
candy canes along the way.

Mt. San Antonio College Board members Manuel 
Baca and Rosanne Bader wave to the crowd in the 

-
Pomona City Councilmember 
Robert Torres rode the parade 
route in a convertible with Mari-
sol Guerra and their son Julien.

Pomona City Councilmember Victor 
Preciado also walked the parade route 
handing out candy canes to the kids.

Pomona Christmas Parade... pg. 14
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Special Valley Vista Services “pull out” section -- 

The 2018 Pomona Christmas Parade

Valley Vista Services 
and 

Pomona Valley 
Transfer Station

Pomona Police Chief Mike Olivieri pauses for a 
photo with parade “roving reporter” Stephanie 
Benjamin in front of the reviewing stand.  Nice 
lights, Chief.

the Los Angeles County Fair, riding down Second Street in 
the Pomona Christmas Parade to remind us that the L.A. 
County Fair is only nine months away!  Miguel Santana and 

fast enough.

the parade.  The band won the band sweepstakes award.

Everybody likes the Pomona 
Christmas Parade, even those 
spectators with four legs and 
sweatshirts.

Ethel Gardner of the Kennedy-Austin Foun-
dation greets the La Nueva Voz camera in the 
parade.

form in the parade.

Photo courtesy of Kortney Manns
Members of the Ganesha High School Marching Band made an impressive showing 
in the parade.  The band won second place in the high school band competition.

place in the high school band competition.

You can tell those 
girls are from G-Diva 
Productions, Pomo-

studio, because they 
are great dancers 
plus they have those 
dresses that light up.  
The girls wanted to 
wish everyone a Mer-
ry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous 
New Year.

parade route wearing his own set of Christmas 

Pomona Lions Club President Anne 
Henderson marched in the parade 
to wish everyone a happy holiday 
season.  Good job, Anne!

Pomona City Coun-
cilmember Ginna Es-
cobar herself riding 
ahead of the girls in 
the back of a pickup 
truck, directing all 
those moves.  The 
girls were looking 
good, Ginna!

Wish all of the Residents and 
Businesses of the City of Pomona 

a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

And when it comes down to it, Christmas parades are 
really all about the kids,  especially cute ones and cute 

looking good, guys, on all counts.
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Orgullosos de formar parte de la Ciudad de Pomona

Parade “play by play” announcer Nancy Matarrita of 

and Christmas Parade Committee member Renee 
Barbee of La Nueva Voz hold things down in the an-

Members of the Manzanares-Perez fam-
ily -- and there were a lot of them walk-
ing and riding in the parade -- were in 
good form wishing everyone a Merry 

some of the original founders of the San 
Gabriel and Pomona Valleys and they 
have 13 documented generations going 

upcoming 90th birthday of the patriarch 
and La Nueva Voz friend Stephen Man-

were among those representing “The Club” in 

Rotarians Monique Manzanares, executive director of the Po- -
rade route while their colleagues Board members 

-

The current Miss Pomona and her court are pictured in 
the parade at left with former Pomona Princess Lauren 

-
tion Commission looked good in the parade -

Board member Carlos Goytia riding in 
an open top car in the parade with his 

Joshua Swodeck and Venita 
Reynolds were decked out with 

Students from 
Pomona Catho-
lic School were 
looking good 
marching in the 

Parade “roving reporter” Stephanie Benjamin asks a parade spectator for 
the answer to a trivia quiz question as folks competed for prizes like gift 
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rode the parade route in their classic 
car with the old-fashioned “bubble gum 

ful parade, and everybody will 
enjoy it,” he added.

And enjoy it they did!
Just for the marching bands 

alone, for example, Egan said 
there were a dozen bands in 
the parade including four high 
school bands from Pomona, with 
more bands than ever before 
coming from all over Southern 
California.

“That’s kind of exciting,” Egan 
said.  “Last year we had nine, so 
we beat our record there.”

In all, there were 97 entries 
in the parade with about 3,000 
people walking, motorcycling, 

riding on police SWAT vehicles 

their way along the parade route 
down Second Street and back 
along Mission Boulevard to the 
staging area in the parking lot 
at Western University of Health 
Sciences.

And it all happened under 
clear skies with temperatures 
that seemed a bit warmer than in 
some years past.

Some participants made the 
loop twice in two different 

It was that kind of a parade 

and, as has been the case for four 
years now, it just seemed to be 
more fun for all as a night time 
parade under the lights after 
dark.

Prior to 2015, the last time the 
parade was held at night was in 
1967.

The parade returned to Down-
town Pomona in 2009 after be-
ing held for 40 years along Holt 
Avenue.

Grand marshal this year was 
Harold Ray Brown, a founding 
member of the band War and a 
long-time resident of Pomona, 
who was interviewed by com-
munity volunteer Stephanie 
Benjamin at the parade’s review-
ing stand.

“Merry Christmas, Feliz 
Navidad to everybody, peace on 
earth,” Brown said to the crowd 
within range of the public ad-
dress system.  “It’s time for all of 
us to come together.”

Benjamin presented Brown 
with a plaque recognizing his 
appearance in the parade and 
Brown held it up for the audi-
ence.

“For some reason, it (the 
plaque) is more important than 
even the gold and platinum re-

cords I’ve got,” he said.  “It’s 
great to be right back here in one 
of my hometowns, Pomona.  P-
town!”

Brown moved to Pomona in 
1967 and met Pomona resident 
and conga master Sylvester 
“Papa Dee” Allen in a service 
station and the rest was history.

He left the band to attend col-
lege in 1983, majoring in com-
puter science with a minor in 
music.

He moved back to Pomona 
where he set up a studio in his 
house for rehearsals, and today 
he works with young people at 
First Lutheran Church, where he 

War, an American funk band, 
formed in the 1970s with Brown 
serving as drummer, percussion, 
vocalist and bandleader.

Hits included “Slippin’ into 
Darkness” and “Cisco Kid.”

His musical background 
worked well with the parade’s 
theme this year “Sounds of 
Christmas.”

High school band competition 
awards went to Pomona’s Garey 

score of 93.1; Pomona’s Gane-
sha High School, second place 
with a score of 89.3; and Rancho 
Verde High School, third place 
with a score of 87.0.

Pomona’s Diamond Ranch 
High School won the band 
sweepstakes award with a score 
of 94.1.

High school auxiliary winners 

second place Garey and third 
place Ganesha.

Pomona Christmas Parade... from pg. 11

And high school drum major 

second place Ganesha and third 
place Diamond Ranch.

Judging was handled by repre-
sentatives of the Southern Cali-
fornia School Band and Orches-
tra Association.

Roving “reporter” with the 
microphone interviewing ce-
lebrities at the reviewing stand 
was Stephanie Benjamin and 
“play by play” announcer again 
this year was Nancy Matarrita 
who introduced each entry as 
it passed the reviewing stand at 
Second and Main Streets.

The DPOA’s Larry Egan and 
Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, 

a member again this year of the 
parade planning committee, 
were also stationed at the re-
viewing stand to help with logis-
tics and come up with quiz ques-
tions before the parade for prizes 
including everything from gift 
cards to Mr. D’s Diner, Subway 
and IHOP to tee-shirts from the 
DPOA.

A live video of the entire pa-
rade, produced by Renee herself 
and which has already received 
nearly 1,200 views, is available 
on the La Nueva Voz Facebook 
site (search for La Nueva Voz 
Pomona, “like” the page and 
scroll down to the parade video).
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There were dozens of bicy-
cles, there were stuffed animals, 
there were Star Wars characters, 
and there were forklifts bring-
ing more in all the time from 
huge trucks outside Building 9 
at Fairplex last week – all while 

with “oldies” rock and roll and 
Christmas music – as volunteers 
with Isaiah’s Rock Ministry 
based in Chino prepared an an-
nual toy give-away that on Dec. 
23 would be distributed to 5,000 
children from families through-
out the San Gabriel Valley and 
Inland Empire.

And they’ve done it for the 
past 20 years, although founder 
Charlene King told La Nueva 
Voz this year was bigger and 
better than ever before.

Part of that, she said, was be-
cause the word is getting out and 
more individuals and companies 
are donating than ever before.

“Every year it grows,” King 
said.

There are more volunteers, 
too, totaling probably more than 
200, based on a rough estimate 
by La Nueva Voz, all sorting out 
and packing more than 1,800 
Christmas gifts including toys 
and food baskets into sections 

-

-
-
-

Rock Ministry 
founder Charlene 
King presents a 
special recogni-
tion to Fairplex 
President and 
CEO Miguel San-
tana last week 
as some 200 vol-
unteers worked 
to get ready for 
a huge toy give-
away two days 
before Christmas 
in the Chino Civic 
Center.

egory for boys and girls and 
families.

“It’s bigger and better be-
cause I think people are get-
ting bigger and better and I 
think that if you don’t help 
the poor you’re poorer than 
the poor, and I think people 
are beginning to realize that 
we need to reach out and 
help our neighbors,” King 
added.

And the word must be 
getting out – about 30 pro-
spective recipients were al-
ready camping out three or 
four days before the event 
in the Chino Civic Center 
where the give-away was 
held.  

Pomona Mayor Tim Sando-
val greeted the group at brief 
ceremonies last week to thank 
the organizers and volunteers 
for their efforts who are “trying 
to make sure that every kid, no 
matter what family they are born 
into has an opportunity to get 
something special on Christmas 
morning.”

He said this was the biggest 
toy drive he has seen.

Fairplex President and CEO 
Miguel Santana told the group 
he was approached by State Sen. 
Connie Leyva last year after 

-- Volunteers working with 

Christmas presents last week at Fairplex -- from stuffed animals to 

the San Gabriel Valley and Inland Empire.
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Continuing with consumer 
product safety since we discussed 
toy safety in the last column, we 
will now cover cosmetics and per-
sonal care products: their history, 
ingredients of concern, and safety. 
One would think that these prod-
ucts would be manufactured and 
regulated to provide safe products 
for consumer use. Throughout his-
tory, and more recently, this had 
not been the case. 

Before we proceed, let’s de-
-

-
tended use, as “articles intended 
to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled, 
or sprayed on, introduced into, or 
otherwise applied to the human 
body...for cleansing, beautifying, 
promoting attractiveness, or alter-

moisturizers, perfumes, lipsticks, 

makeup preparations, cleansing 
shampoos, permanent waves, hair 
colors, and deodorants, as well as 
any substance intended for use as a 
component of a cosmetic product.  
Bear in mind that personal care 
products are largely unregulated. 

safety testing of ingredients in 
personal care products before they 
are used, according to the Environ-
mental Working Group.

The Egyptians, at the time of the 

to pile on toxic cosmetics. Their 
“over the top” eye makeup was 

most famously, kohl, a paste made 
of soot, fatty matter and metal 

-
nese or copper). In ancient Greece, 
men and women went even further 
by plastering lead not just around 
their eyes, but all over their face. 
Their white lead face cream, ac-
cording to a 2001 article in the 

was designed to “clear complex-
ions of blemishes and to improve 
the color and texture of the skin.”  
Beginning in the 15th century 
and continuing through the 18th 
century, the “spectral white” look 
was the style of the day. Men and 
women lathered their faces with a 

concoction of white lead and vin-
egar, peeled their skin with white 
lead and derivative of mercury and 
used lead sulfate to remove their 

as important as a nose). It goes 
without saying that this exposure 
to toxic metals and mercury re-
sulted in scarring of the skin, in-
somnia, mental illness, blindness, 
and death. Throughout the 19th 
and 20th century, personal care 
products contained lead, mercury, 
mercuric chloride, carbolic acid, 
and rat poison. In 2007, a con-
sumer advocacy group, Campaign 
for Safe Cosmetics, reported that a 
third of lipsticks examined by an 
independent lab found a “hazard-

U.S. Marshals seized 12,000 tubes 
of eyelash growth product. The 
product contained a prescription 
drug used to relieve pressure to the 
eye. 

There are many chemicals and 
heavy metals that are considered 
as unsafe for human use. The fol-
lowing substances are some of the 
more common toxic ingredients in 
health care products used by con-
sumers:

-
-

droxytoluene) are related synthetic 
antioxidants used as preservatives 
in lipsticks and moisturizers, 
among other cosmetics. They are 
also commonly used as food pre-
servatives. They have been found 
to trigger allergic skin reactions. 

-

as a possible human carcinogen. 

2. Coal tar-derived dyes are 
widely used in cosmetics. P-phen-

dye used in many hair dyes. It is 
derived from petroleum distillates 
and is a mixture of many chemi-
cals.  Coal tar is recognized as a 
human carcinogen. Some of these 
dyes may be contaminated with 
low levels of heavy metals and 
some are combined with alumi-

-
pounds and many heavy metals 

-

-
lated ingredients are used to make 
cosmetics creamy or sudsy, or as a 
pH adjuster to counteract the acid-

ity of other ingredients. They are 
commonly found in soaps, cleans-
ers and shampoos. The European 

to health from prolonged expo-
sure. It can also react with nitrites 
in cosmetics to form nitrosamines, 

-

Toxicology Program Study, 1998)
-
-

dominantly used in nail products 
as a solvent for dyes and as a 
plasticizer that prevents nail pol-
ishes from becoming brittle. It is 
predictably absorbed through the 
skin. In laboratory experiments, it 
has been shown to cause develop-
mental defects, changes in the tes-
tes and prostate and reduced sperm 

-
tion)

diazolidinly urea, imidazolidinyl 

-15, and sodium hydroxymethyl-
glycinate. These chemical ingredi-
ents slowly and over time release 
small amounts of formaldehyde 
that perform as a preservative. The 

as a known human carcinogen. 

6. Parabens, methylparaben, bu-
tylparaben, and propylparaben are 
the most commonly used preser-

75 to 90 percent of cosmetics con-

low levels).  Parabens easily pen-
etrate the skin and are suspected of 
interfering with hormone function 

can mimic estrogen, the primary 
female sex hormone. In one study, 
parabens were detected in human 

-
tions about a possible association 
between parabens in cosmetics 
and cancer. Parabens may also 
interfere with male reproductive 

-
tion, Campaign for Safe Cosmet-
ics)  

7. The word “fragrance” or 
“parfum” on the product label 
represents an undisclosed mix-
ture of various scent chemicals 
and ingredients used as fragrance 

dispersants such as diethyl phthal-

associated with allergies, derma-
titis, respiratory distress and po-
tential effects on the reproductive 

ingredient in perfumes, colognes 
and deodorants, but it is used in 
nearly every type of personal care 
product. Even products marketed 
as “fragrance-free” or “unscented” 
may in fact contain fragrance. In 
addition to their use in cosmetics, 
fragrances are found in numerous 
other consumer products, notably 
laundry detergents and softeners 

-
-

are petroleum-based compounds 
that are widely used in cream 
bases for cosmetics as thickeners, 
solvents, softeners and moisture-
carriers. PEGs may be contami-
nated with measurable amounts 
of 1,4-dioxane, depending on how 
the product is manufactured. The 

as a possible human carcinogen. 
It is also persistent in the environ-

-
ily degrade and can remain in the 
environment long after it is rinsed 

jelly, petrolatum is used as a bar-
rier to lock moisture in the skin in 
a variety of moisturizers. It is also 
used in hair care products to make 

petrolatum can be contaminated 
with polycyclic aromatic hydro-

-
tion can occur during the manu-

to track. Studies suggest that ex-

contact over extended periods of 

On this basis, the European Union 

and restricts its use in cosmetics. 

-

Group) 
10. The silicone-based com-

pounds cyclotetrasiloxane, cyclo-
pentasiloxane, cyclohexasiloxane, 
and cyclomethicone are used in 
cosmetics to soften, smooth and 

moisten. They make hair products 
-

ant creams slide on more easily. 
They are also used extensively in 
moisturizers and facial treatments. 

-
clotetrasiloxane as an endocrine 
disruptor, based on evidence that 
it interferes with human hormone 
function, and a possible reproduc-
tive toxicant that may impair hu-

-
dation)

11. Triclosan is used mainly in 
antiperspirants, cleansers and hand 
sanitizers as a preservative and an 
antibacterial agent. This chemi-
cal can be found in household 
products, including garbage bags, 

-
tures, clothing, furniture fabric, 
paints, laundry detergent and fa-
cial tissues, as well as cosmetics. 
Triclosan is absorbed by the skin 
and is suspected of interfering with 

-

Control and Prevention scientists 
detected triclosan in the urine of 
nearly 75 percent of those tested 

older). Other studies have raised 
the possibility that exposure to tri-
closan contributes to making bac-

12. Talcum powder is a mineral 
composed of hydrated magnesium 
silicate. The danger is that babies 
can easily inhale tiny powder par-
ticles that are light enough to be 
dispersed in the air. When inhaled, 
talc can dry an infant’s mucous 
membranes, adversely affect the 
baby’s breathing, and cause seri-
ous lung damage. Studies have 
shown that talc can lead to short-
ness of breath and wheezing in ba-
bies and can also lead to obstruc-
tion of the airways. Some babies 
have developed pneumonia and 
some have died as a result of re-
spiratory failure from inhaling the 
powder. Cornstarch isn’t ideal ei-
ther, but its particles are larger and 
are not as easily inhaled as talc. 
You should also be careful not to 
use either of these powders around 
older children or adults who have 
asthma because of the irritation it 
can cause when inhaled.  There are 

time on whether talcum can result 
Product safety... pg. 20
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•  Pomona Eagles, 854 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

King lost her husband and co-
founder of the project right be-
fore the holiday donation drive.

by the event last week to greet 
the organizers and volunteers.

King received another blow 
when the warehouse she nor-
mally used to house the dona-
tions was no longer available at 
the last minute.

by offering one of its exposition 
halls to the group free of charge 
and was doing the same thing 
again this year.

Santana spoke of the thou-
sands of kids and families in the 

the program.
“It takes all of you to make 

that happen,” he said.

the community,” Santana said.  
“Last year I committed that we 
would be here this year, and this 
year I am committing that we 
will be here next year.”

-
-

nity Outreach Program, “Like” 
a post or comment on Instagram 
at Isaiahsrock, or contact them 

Members of the Pomona City Council gather on the City Hall steps after administer-

Pictured, from left, are Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval and City Councilmembers 
Victor Preciado, Nora Garcia, Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole, Steve Lustro and Robert 
Torres.

Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz and Pomona Police Chief Mike Olivieri take time 

think, have they been good?

Have you been yet?

-
ertory Opera Company is offer-
ing each Wednesday at Trinity 

United Methodist Church.

donations are accepted.

Gibbs St., Pomona.
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EARLY UNIVERSITY OF LA VERNE MINORITY GRAD AND COLLEGE SUPPORTER HONORED -- Dr. Dolores Gonzales, whose ca-
reer in education has spanned more than 50 years and who has been a long time contributor to the University of La Verne, is recognized 
at a recent dedication of a mural at the university in which she is depicted as a minority leader in education.  Pictured at the dedication, 
from left, are La Verne Mayor Don Kendrick; Ahmed Ispahani, University of La Verne business professor; University President Devorah 
Lieberman; mural artist Kristy Sandoval; Dr. Dolores Gonzales; university student Damairis Lao; Dr. Jon Leaver, professor of art history; 

doctorate degrees teaching at 
the University of La Verne, one 

-
dents to graduate from the uni-

College) and a lifelong educa-

today goes back to her doctoral 

important thing they can focus 
on.

“If they can talk, they can 
write and if they can write they 
can read,” Gonzales told La 

interview.
She added that students who 

are good readers can write and 
be good spellers.

for today’s teachers to make 
time every week to allow chil-
dren to write.

In an era of computer and cell 
phone texting shorthand, she 
said she hasn’t “completely lost 
hope” in students learning to 
write.

Gonzales, a resident of La 
Verne, was honored by the uni-

of service in education and her 

dedication of a mural entitled 
-

ed” which recognized the cur-
rent diverse student body.

She and others were spotlight-
ed in the mural for her continu-
ing support of the university.

Her career itself was an exam-

after serving for 30 years in the 

which serves La Verne and San 

through sixth grade, and went 
on to serve as a professor in the 

University of La Verne for an-
other 21 years training student 
teachers.

taught for six years as a reading 
specialist in the Imperial Valley.

What was her reaction to the 
recognition?

“It was incredibly unbeliev-
-

or to be recognized as having 
served as a leader in education,” 
she said.  “They felt that I had 
given enough years and enough 
leadership in education.”

Gonzales received her mas-
ter’s degree at Cal State Univer-

the Claremont Graduate School, 
where she received her doctor-
ate, so she could teach at the 
university level.

She said her dream was to 
teach teachers how to teach, 

those were the greatest years of 
my life.”

She also has worked to help 
ensure that Latino students are 
encouraged to continue their 
education.

-
tive member of the California 

The mural itself grew out of 

a professor of art history at the 
University of La Verne.

Students became concerned 
this spring that art on campus 
did not recognize the universi-
ty’s diverse student body.

ideas were submitted, and art 
student Kristy Sandoval’s theme 
of women’s empowerment was 
selected.

She sketched out the basic 
design on the south wall of the 
university library and students 
helped paint it during a campus 
work day.

The mural depicts a female 

-
versity.

Gonzales, for decades in-
volved in university planning 
and projects, moved to La Verne 
at the age of 4, attended Lincoln 

and served as a cheerleader 
and drum major at Bonita High 
School.

She met her future husband 
-

some football player,” at a foot-
ball game between Bonita and 
Chino High School.

She received her bachelor’s 
degree and teaching credential 
from the University of La Verne.

Gonzales and her husband 
had two children, Kathy, an at-

torney, and Philip, a professor at 

She became noticed by teach-
-

les County for one of her early 
programs while teaching sec-

in which she set up an “authors’ 
center” where students wrote 
and bound their own books.

On weekends and during 
summers she presented work-
shops in student authorship in 

the featured speaker at several 
reading conferences.

She also developed special 
strategies to help Spanish speak-
ers adapt and become successful 
in English.

Gonzales completed her doc-
torate program at Claremont 
Graduate School in seven years 
while working full time.

She has served on the Univer-
sity of La Verne alumni board 
and has been an active mem-

Gamma, which promotes pro-
fessional and personal growth 
of women educators and excel-
lence in education.

have for teachers in training?

most and have a passion for 
what gives you happiness,” she 

road is rough.  Keep visualizing 
your goal.  Love what you do.”

SAYING GOODBYE TO AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR -- Board members of the Pomona 
Chamber of Commerce say goodbye to Erica Frausto, who served as executive director 
of the chamber for four years.  She left last month to take a position as executive direc-
tor of the San Gabriel Pomona Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross in Arcadia.  

Acton, of the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation; Renee Barbee, of La Nueva Voz; Frausto; 
Monique Manzanares, of the San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (now serving as 

Forest Lawn; Jeff Keating, of Western University of Health Sciences; Larry Egan, of the 
Downtown Pomona Owners Association; and David McElwain, Board Chair, of the Los 
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Register at www.myf2b.com/register/pomona

footsteps2brilliance

Info on student group program at AGRIscapes:
“Hope & Hurdles,” an on-going feature appearing in La 

Nueva Voz, was created by artist Evy Schuman as an attempt to “poke fun” at 
the little things that trouble us all from time to time. Evy, who is also a published 
writer on the subject, created the cartoon series to show her work at a creative 

Hope & Hurdles
By Evy Schuman

They provide plenty of inter-
esting information for page one 
stories, and they bring with them 
plenty of political advertise-
ments and the ad revenue that 
goes along with all of that.

This was certainly the case 
this time around in last month’s 

of the seven Pomona City Coun-
cil candidates and all three of the 

had ads in our paper in one form 
or another.

In fact, strictly from an adver-
tising perspective, it was the big-
gest election we’ve ever had in 
the nine and a half years we’ve 

        

it was bigger than at any time in 
the 28 years of the old La Voz 
before us.

Big two months of advertising 
-

cision around here in October to 
turn down a full-page ad from an 
outside political action commit-
tee that in their own words was a 
“hit piece,” the kind of political 
ad that pulls out all the stops and 
turns to negative campaigning to 
communicate a message.

We made the decision based 
on the reasoning that this simply 
was not representative of who 
we are.

OK, it might not have made 

got out there in mailboxes, on 
billboards and through a social 

media video production com-
pany based outside of Pomona.

social media platforms.

-
cepted a couple of ads from the 
political action committee in our 
September issue when the ads 
looked pretty much like any oth-

wasn’t until after the fact that 
we learned one of the ads sup-
ported a candidate without her 
knowledge, but even so it was a 
favorable ad.)

Then how’d it all turn out?  
Well, the incumbent in one 
council district who was sup-

ported by the political action 
committee lost.  Her opponent, 
who was the subject of some of 
that negative campaigning, was 

council district where two can-
didates were running for an open 
seat, the candidate supported by 
the political action committee 

and her opponent, whose back-
ground also became the subject 
of the “hit piece” effort, won de-
spite the negative campaigning.

Plus, Pomona’s long-time city 

major contributor to the political 
action committee, lost his job af-
ter the majority on the city coun-
cil changed.

Oh, and remember those three 

ballot measures we mentioned 

positive campaigning and all 
-

mona and a bond issue for Mt. 

in wide margins.
So we’re thinking one of the 

there are several) is that Pomona 
voters were able to see through 

take the high road and show the 
campaign managers that they 
still prefer to elect candidates 
who play nice.

Congratulations to all the 

congratulations to the voters, as 
well.

-
ies are leaning towards this, and 22 

-
son for $4.69 billion based on this 

In 2017, there was progress 
in cosmetic safety on the part of 

Gamble unveiled a new preserva-
tive tracker to inform consumers 
about preservatives in their prod-
ucts. They also agreed to phase 
out triclorosan/triclocarbon in 
2017. Unilever agreed to disclose 
“fragrance” or “parfum” through 

Gamble made a similar com-
mitment by 2019. These actions 
also were followed up by Target 
Corp., CVS, Costco, and Walmart 
with plans to eliminate toxic sub-
stances/ingredients in the next few 
years. These important changes 
have been brought about because 

-

-
tion Partners, Campaign for Safe 
Cosmetics, and Safer Chemicals, 

-
ed effort through petitions on col-
lege campuses and in communities 

-

There are many other cosmetic 
and personal care substances that 
can be researched to determine 
whether they are safe to use. The 
best strategy is to read labels and 
research websites that provide in-

formation, such as the following:
California Safe Cosmetics Pro-

-
metics.cdph.ca.gov/search/

Environmental Working Group 

https://www.ewg.org/skindeep/
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, 

http://www.safecosmetics.org/
The Personal Care Products 

Council is the leading national 
trade association representing 
global cosmetics and personal care 

1894, PCPC has approximately 
600 member companies that man-
ufacture, distribute, and supply the 

care products and ingredients mar-
-

sinfo.org/)
The choice is ours to be con-

cerned and informed about prod-
ucts that we and our families use. 
Only through information and 
knowledge about these products 
can we protect ourselves and our 
loved ones.

Editor’s Note:  Jose Bermudez, 
a safety professional for nearly 40 
years, has worked as a consultant 
and a regional safety and health 

manager for colleges, hospitals 
and an environmental engineer-

companies such as General Elec-
tric, Waste Management, Inc. and 
Quaker Oats.  He received the des-

-

is presented as a public service. He 
can be contacted at jsbrmdz8@
gmail.com.
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And before the parade was the annual Holiday in the Plaza festival!

-

-

Parade... from pg. 14
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You ask me if I really love 
you.  Before you I was just exist-
ing.  Now I know that I was born 
to love you 
beyond life 
itself.  Don’t 
you know 
how much 
you mean to 
me?  I can’t 
i m a g i n e 
living my 
life without 
you – there 
would be 
no rainbows 
and no sun-
shine in the sky, and no sweet 
kisses in the night.  Without you, 

no cool winter showers.  Without 
you, I wouldn’t know what to do 

Without you, I wouldn’t have 
your tender arms to hold me and 
caress me through the night.  If 
I didn’t have you all the light in 
my life would quickly fade away.  
There would be such darkness 

HAPPY 54TH ANNIVERSARY!

Feliz aniversario a mi corazón
‘Without You’

and I would be so sad if you said 
you didn’t love me anymore . . .

Don’t you know that I was 
born to love 
you beyond 
life itself?  
There is 
no one else 
that can 
kiss me and 
m e s m e r -
ize me so 
completely.  
When I 
gaze into 
your eyes, I 
can see the 

stars dancing through your soul.  
You are the heaven in my life.  
Without you, there would be no 
rainbows in the sky . . .

Susie Perales © 2000
Editor’s Note: Susie Pera-

les, an occasional contributor 
to La Nueva Voz, said she read 
this poem to her “Viejito” and 
“started crying my eyes out.”  
Happy anniversary, Susie and 
Angel!

-- Members of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Pomona Val-

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical 
Center has been recognized as one 
of 122 California hospitals to meet 
or surpass a federal target aimed at 
reducing Cesarean births to 23.9 

low-risk pregnancies, according to 

Pomona Valley Hospital recognized for reducing C-sections
the California Health and Human 
Services Agency.
The agency announced the 2018 

achievement awards to hospitals on 
behalf of Smart Care California, a 
coalition of public and private health 
care purchasers that collectively 

purchase or manage care for more 
than 16 million people statewide, or 
40 percent of all Californians.
“We want to ensure that C-sections 

are only performed when medically 
necessary,” said Dr. M. Hellen Ro-
driguez. 
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Pomona resident William 
Shelton will be among the 
judges traveling back to the 
143rd annual Westminster Ken-
nel Club Dog Show, attracting 
entrants from around the world, 
to be held in New York City in 
February.

-
signment at Westminster. He 

breeds during the daytime com-
petition held at Piers 92/94 on 
Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 11 
and 12.

Shelton has had a lifelong 
devotion for all animals and 
the sport of purebred dogs. He 
manages a successful profes-
sional handling career that 
spans decades and he has a par-
ticular passion for the Coventry 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi.

His family’s breeding pro-
gram was honored as “Breeder 
of the Year” in both 2012 and 
2017. The Coventry Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi again was honored 
this year as the American Kennel 
Club “Herding Dog Breeder of the 

Pomona resident William Shelton to judge 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show in New York

Year.”
Shelton is an active advocate for 

responsible preservation breeders, 
the dogs they purposefully breed, 
and the autonomy for all breeders 
to continue.

and has lectured for the Ameri-
can Kennel Club and other or-
ganizations across the country 
and abroad.

And he was presented a Show 
Dogs of the Year Winkie Award 
for “Judge of the Year” last year.

Interested in watching? The 
competition will be telecast 
live on FS1 beginning at 7 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time (4 p.m. 

11, and on Fox Sports Go from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eastern Time.

The Westminster Kennel 
Club, established in 1877, is 
America’s oldest organization 
dedicated to the sport of pure-
bred dogs. Some 204 breeds 
and varieties of dogs compete 
in Best of Breed judging at Piers 
92/94 with the winners advanc-
ing to Group and Best in Show 

competitions at Madison Square 
Garden.

The competitions are part of 
“Westminster Week” which now 
includes more than 3,000 dogs 
from around the world.

-
 -- Pomona resi-

-

Pomona residents this 

-
-

-
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