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Pomona city councilmembers 
voted unanimously this month 
to place a three-quarters per-
cent sales tax increase measure 
on the November ballot that, if 
approved, would generate an 
estimated $12 million a year in 
revenue or more than 10 percent 
of the city’s current $94 million 
general fund budget.

The sales tax increase would 
“sunset” or automatically end in 
10 years.

The motion was introduced 
by Mayor Tim Sandoval and 
seconded by Councilmember 
Rubio Gonzalez.

The city’s current total annual 
spending plan is $218 million.

Pomona’s sales tax rate cur-
rently is 9.5 percent and would 
become 10.25 percent if the bal-
lot measure receives 50 percent 
of the vote plus one vote.

Budget concerns in recent 
years have resulted in reduc-
tions in everything from police 

“You don’t go from 777 em-
ployees to 538 employees and 
not expect to see an impact on 
services,” Sandoval said.

The consequences of these re-
ductions are evident in Pomona 

today, he said, adding that there 
is a need to bring an option to 
the voters “because it is our re-
sponsibility as the leadership 
of this city to paint a picture” 
of “where we’re at and where 

we’re going.”
“In my view, this is a proac-

tive approach,” Sandoval said, 
that should avoid the need to 
come to voters in three years in 
a crisis for a “bailout measure.”

He pointed out that the city al-
ready has changed its approach 
to pensions so employees have 
to pay more into their retire-
ment plans, but the city also has 
increasing needs in the area of 

maintaining infrastructure.
“I... believe this is the right 

tax to support,” he said, to get 
the level of services the resi-
dents want.  He added it has 

A total of 21,568 K-12 
students – a number big-
ger than the population of 
many cities in California 
– this month went back 
to school in the Pomona 

believed to be the sixth 
largest school district in 
Los Angeles County based 
on enrollment.

But it was in the kin-
dergarten classes that 
students consistently had 
those clean and shiny fac-
es, fresh haircuts for the 
occasion and new back to 
school clothes.

La Nueva Voz stopped 
by Ranch Hills Elemen-
tary School in Phillips 
Ranch just as the school’s 
two kindergarten classes 
were taking their orienta-
tion tour of the campus 
and, while teacher Lynda 
Bautz said some of the 

students had been in pre-
school or in transitional 
kindergarten (if they were 
too young last year for 
kindergarten), some of 
them really were experi-

of school.
And, as they made their 

way into the combination 
auditorium and cafeteria, 
Principal Todd Riffell said 
he heard just a bit of cry-

of the day from a student 
who might never have 
been away from home on 
her own before.

A total of 41 kinder-
gartners were enrolled in 
the two classes, taught by 
Bautz, in her 10th year 
at Ranch Hills, and Kim 
Ramirez, in her 11th year 
at the school.

So what are the kids 



-

Inland Empire United Way’s 
third annual fall golf classic 
“United for Kids Golf Tourna-
ment” (“Teeing Up for Brighter 
Tomorrows”) is scheduled for 
Sept. 24 at Red Hill Country 
Club in Rancho Cucamonga.

Proceeds help the United Way 
help prepare underprivileged 
youth in the Inland Empire to 
succeed in school and reach for 

Money raised will help feed 
hungry students, provide needed 

school supplies and guide kids 
toward graduation and career 
readiness.

For more information about 
sponsorship and to register for 
the event, visit the web site at 
www.ieuw.org/golf.
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been very well thought through 
and has been the subject of com-
munity meetings, and he said 
based on polling by consultants 
the likelihood of passage is “en-
couraging.”

“It’s critical that the city 
council be champions for this,” 
Sandoval said.

Gonzalez prefaced his com-
ments saying “leadership is 

before the current city council 
was on board. 

“We inherited a $2.5 million 

next year may be $4.5 million 
and the following year $8 mil-
lion – all with the same amount 
of revenue coming in to the city, 
referencing spiraling employee 
retirement costs as part of the 
problem.

“I think this is the best solu-
tion that we’ve got on the ta-
ble...  to save the city,” he said.

“I support the tax measure... 
and let’s let democracy prevail 
and let the voters decide in No-
vember,” Gonzalez said.

Cost to average 
Pomona household

What would a three-quarters 
percent sales tax increase cost 
the average Pomona household?

According to the 2010 U.S. 
Census, Pomona’s median 
household income is $48,851.  
And according to the Internal 
Revenue Service Sales Tax De-
duction Calculator, a Pomona 
taxpayer with three exemptions 
in the $40,000 to $50,000 in-
come range currently pays $967 
in sales taxes each year.

Since three-quarters of a per-
cent on top of 9.5 percent works 
out to a 7.9 percent increase, 
the average Pomona household 
would pay $967 plus7.9 percent, 
or $1,043 each year in sales tax-
es, or an additional $76 a year 
under the proposed new plan.

(This cost per household 
breakdown, developed by La 
Nueva Voz, was not included in 
a written report from the city’s 
consultant at the budget study 
session in May when the sales 
tax strategy was presented.)

Comments from public
Only three speakers from the 

public commented on the mea-
sure, each expressing a different 
point of view.

Three Valleys Municipal 
Water District Board member 
John Mendoza expressed his 
concern that the ballot wording 
did not include the words “tax 
increase.”

But long-time Pomona resi-
dent Duane Smith, a community 
volunteer and an advocate for 
the Pomona Public Library, said 
he supports the measure.

“I wish we didn’t have to do 
it – we have to do it,” he said, 
adding that the city needs to 
“bite the bullet” to be able to 
provide funding for everything 
from public safety to the library 
to public works.

Former Pomona Planning 
Commissioner Arturo Jimenez, 
a Pomona resident and business-
man, opposed the measure.

“This is wrong – it’s wrong 
in many ways,” he said.  “Two 
years ago, we voted for change.  
But if you would have told me 
that I was going to vote for 
change so that we could put a tax 
two years later so we could keep 
the status quo going, I would 

“We can’t keep our streets 
clean and you think that we’re 
going to manage 12 million 
more dollars in the budget?” 

and then start talking about the 
money.”

The city hired a consulting 

propensity voters and, based on 
contacts over a four-day period 
in July with 587 residents by 
either cell phone or landline 
telephone or on line, found that 
nearly two-thirds supported the 
sales tax measure with 41 per-

-
creased to 49 percent, accord-
ing to the survey responses, if 
the voters were provided with 
adequate information regarding 
the tax increase proposal.

Interviews were conducted in 
both English and Spanish.

Support for the sales tax in-
crease showed little difference 
of opinions because of income 
levels, although upper income 
brackets showed slightly more 
opposition.

Survey responses showed 
more than 50 percent of the vot-
ers in each city council district 

supported the measure.
City Councilmember Robert 

Torres said information explain-
ing the sales tax proposal to vot-
ers would need to come not only 
from city councilmembers but 
other “stakeholders” like city 

what he called a “collaborative 
effort.”

He pointed out that in a city of 
160,000 population with 50,000 
to 60,000 registered voters “it’s 
going to take more than us” to 
get to 49 or 50 percent in the 
November election.

Impact on business 
community

Torres asked Pomona Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive 
Director Erica Frausto if she 
had heard from the business 
community on this proposal.  
Frausto said she had received 
no inquiries and would have to 
survey chamber members and 
review the matter at her next 
board meeting.

(Editor’s note: La Nueva Voz 
sent an e-mail to Frausto and 
copied Chamber Board Chair 
David McElwain a week before 
the city council meeting incor-
porating input from John Men-
doza and recommending the 
chamber formulate a position 
on the sales tax measure prior to 
action by the city council.  The 
La Nueva Voz recommendation 
urged the chamber to consider, 
among other things, the poten-

tial for placing Pomona busi-
nesses at a competitive disad-
vantage due to the higher sales 
tax rate and resulting reduced 
sales in Pomona actually caus-
ing overall sales tax revenue to 
decline.  Research by Diamond 
Bar-based The HdL Companies, 
the city’s consultant for sales tax 
analysis, however, showed there 
have been no reductions in tax-
able sales in any California city 
that has increased “transaction 
and use” tax, according to the 
city’s staff report.)

Torres said the measure would 
actually be good for the busi-
ness community since the added 
funding could help address the 
city’s homeless issue and in-
crease public safety, all giving 
Pomona a “business friendly en-
vironment.”

City Councilmember Cristina 
Carrizosa voted to approve the 
measure but said she would not 
actively support it because of 
her concern that the sample used 
for the polling was too small to 
be representative.

And City Councilmember 
Adriana Robledo pointed out 
that every city in California is 

deal with the issue of skyrocket-
ing costs of employee pensions.

She said the sales tax increase 
-

cial stability in the future, even 
though she called it a temporary 

-

vices.
“It’s the only way to move 

forward right now,” she said, 
-

ity in the future.”
The council’s Aug. 6 meeting 

was the city’s last opportunity to 

measure in order to have time to 
submit it to Los Angeles County 
for placement on the November 
ballot.

The sales tax increase, if ap-
proved in the November elec-
tion, would not go into effect 
until April 1, 2019.  The ballot 
measure will require the cre-
ation of an independent citi-
zen’s oversight committee, with 
members appointed by the city 
council.

Based on existing voter ap-
proved sales taxes, currently 
the three-quarter percent sales 
tax increase is the maximum 
amount of local sales tax that 
can be implemented by voters in 
Pomona.

A written report to the city 
council, presented by Urban Fu-

-
visor, during the annual budget 
study session in May indicated 
that if no action was taken by 
the council on one of several 
available immediate strategies, 
the city would be “cash insol-
vent, service insolvent, and 
budget insolvent by Fiscal Year 
2021,” according to the agenda 
staff report.

California Assembly Concur-
rent Resolution 236, approved 
by the state legislature this 
month, will name a segment of 
the San Bernardino Freeway 
through Pomona the “Pomona 

-
morial Highway.”

The measure, introduced by 
Assemblymembers Freddie Ro-
driguez and Chris Holden and 
co-authored by State Sen. Con-
nie Leyva, directs the California 
Department of Transportation to 
determine the cost of appropriate 
signs and, upon receiving do-
nations from non-state sources 
covering that cost, to erect those 
signs.

It does not require a signature 
from the governor.

The designated portion of In-

terstate 10 to be renamed in hon-

North San Antonio Avenue in 
Pomona (Los Angeles County) 
and Mountain Avenue (San Ber-
nardino County).

A spokesman for Rodriguez 
said half the funds were expect-
ed to be provided by the Assem-
blymember and the other half by 

-
sociation.

A sign dedication ceremony is 
expected to be scheduled some 
time between December and 
March, the anniversary of the 

said.

during a standoff following a 
pursuit in Pomona.

A portion of the same freeway 
was dedicated in October 2016 
in honor of fallen Pomona Police 

was killed in the line of duty in 
October 2014.  That dedication 
also was based on an action by 
Rodriguez.

The section of the freeway 
named in Diamond’s honor 
stretches from the 57 Freeway to 
Towne Avenue.

See past issues at 
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The Miss Pomona Scholar-
ship Pageant, a production of the 
Downtown Pomona Owners As-
sociation (DPOA) for the past 10 
years, is in new hands and, in the 
words of DPOA Executive Di-
rector Larry Egan, “very capable 
hands.”

And the new organizers have 
already scheduled the Inaugural 
Miss Pomona Golf Tournament, 
scheduled for Monday, Sept. 24, 
to raise funds to support the proj-
ect.

Carrying the torch for the 
Miss Pomona program is Dani-
elle Garcia, Miss Pomona 2012 
and now owner of Ballers Phi-
lanthropy, LLC, a company that 
focuses on helping professional 
athletes and celebrities maxi-
mize their community outreach.

“Because of the impact the 
city, school district and most 
importantly the Miss Pomona 
Scholarship Pageant had on my 
life, I knew that it was my duty 
to keep the legacy going,” Gar-

Miss Pomona Pageant production to be taken over by, who else, a former Miss Pomona!
cia said.

According to an introductory 
e-mail to La Nueva Voz, one of 

-
ing of the program from the Miss 
Pomona Scholarship Pageant to 
the Miss Pomona Scholarship 
Program.

In addition, plans call for of-
fering development courses to 
young ladies who apply for the 
program to get them ready for 
college and career.

“Secondly, my company is 
working vigorously to raise as 
much funds as we can so that we 
can have a bigger court and give 
more ladies scholarships and the 
chance to grow from the pro-
gram,” Garcia said.

She added that “it truly takes 
a village to raise a child” and is 

future leaders to be world shak-
ers and history makers.”

“We just thought it was time 
for it to take on a new life of its 
own and the current and former 

Miss Pomona 
Pageant wom-
en and young 
ladies, espe-
cially Dani-
elle Garcia, 
Lorena Matar-
rita and Lo-
rena Gonzalez 
wanted to take 
it forward,” 
Egan said.  “It 
brought new 
life to down-
town . . . (and) 
gave us a link 
with schools in 
the area.  But 
in days of old, 
that pageant 
was owned 
and managed 
by the City of 
Pomona and 
we tried very 
hard to get 
them to take it back over.”

However, he explained, fund-
ing was an issue and “the girls 
decided to do it themselves.”

“And we will support them in 

any way that we can,” Egan add-
ed.  “And we think it’s in very 
capable hands and it will prob-
ably do better than ever.”

Egan called it an “awesome 

Danielle Garcia, at the time a Diamond Ranch High School 
junior, is pictured before competing in the 2012 Miss Pomona 
Pageant.

program” that has produced 
some “great courts and Miss 
Pomonas,” including two cur-
rent Pomona City Councilmem-
bers (Ginna Escobar and Adriana 
Robledo).

And it was Egan’s former as-
sistant, Lorena Matarrita, who 
was instrumental in convincing 
DPOA to take over the pageant 

“It was a great combination 
they put together to get this thing 
off the ground,” Egan said, refer-
ring to the new team.  “And it’s 
quite a sorority (former pageant 
participants) – there’s a bond 
there that you can’t manufac-
ture.”

“Pomona is very lucky to have 
them,” he said.

The fundraiser golf tourna-
ment will kick off at 8 a.m. on 
Sept. 24 at Pomona’s Mountain 
Meadows Golf Course.  Cost is 
$150 and lunch only is $70.

For more information or to 
sponsor a hole, contact Dani-
elle Garcia at danielle.garcia@
ballersphilanthropy.com or call 
(909) 525-0439.

Pomona’s first-ever “Indig-
enous People’s Day,” an event 
to honor the first people of the 
land, will be held at the Ga-
nesha Park Bandshell in Oc-
tober.

The event is scheduled for 
3 to 7 p.m. Oct. 8.  Both the 
Pomona City Council and the 
California legislature have 
proclaimed the day for the 
second Monday in October.

Pomona council members 
and other elected officials 
are expected to participate in 
the event, with presentations 
scheduled for 4 p.m.

Honored will be the Gabri-
eleno-Kizh Nation on their 
ancestral village of Toibing-

First-ever ‘Indigenous People’s Day’ 

na, along with all indigenous 
peoples of Turtle Island, a ref-
erence used by Native Ameri-
cans for the entire North 
American continent.

Included in the event will be 
an honoring ceremony, ances-
tral history, indigenous songs, 
dances and storytelling, ex-
hibits, a food booth and gen-
erally a family friendly event.

It is presented by the Rum-
sen Am:A Tur:Ataj Ohlone 
and RO Indigenous Embrace 
non-profit corporation.

For more information, con-
tact Dee Dee Manzanares 
Ybarra of the Tribal Elders 
Council, (760) 403-1756 or e-
mail rumsenama@gmailcom.

Tickets are on sale for the 
Assistance League of Pomona 
Valley second annual “Septem-
ber Cerveza Fest” fundraiser at 
Padua Hills Theatre in Clare-
mont.

Included will be beer, san-
gria and other beverages from 
local breweries and distilleries, 
a taco bar and more.

fundraiser set for Padua Hills Theatre
The event is scheduled from 

4 to 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30, 
and tickets are $50.

Proceeds directly support the 
Assistance League’s mission of 
improving the lives of children 
and families in the community.

To purchase tickets, visit the 
web site at www.eventregistra-
tion.alpv.org.
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Elizabeth Zamora, ex-
ecutive director of Pomo-
na’s Bright Prospect, and 
Art Antin, co-founder and 
chief operating officer of 
VCA Inc., a provider of pet 
health care services, have 
joined the board of trust-
ees of Pomona’s Western 
University of Health Sci-
ences.

“WesternU is delight-
ed to welcome Elizabeth 
Zamora and Art Antin to 
the WesternU family as 
our newest board of trust-
ees members,” Western 
University President Dan 
Wilson said in a news re-
lease.  “Both offer remark-
able life stories as well as 
invaluable insights into edu-
cation and health care as our 
remarkable university contin-
ues to evolve.”

Bright Prospect empowers 
high-potential low-income 
students to gain admission, 
succeed and graduate from 
four-year colleges and uni-
versities by providing a com-
prehensive counseling and 
support system throughout 
their high school and college 
years.

Zamora came to the organi-
zation after working in health 
care as executive director 

Western University adds two new board members

of women’s and chil-
dren’s health develop-
ment at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center and 
as executive director 
of development and 
alumni relations at the 
UCLA School of Nurs-
ing.

VCA Inc. delivers 
pet health care servic-
es through more than 
900 small animal vet-
erinary hospitals in the 
U.S. and Canada.  The 
company also operates 
Antech Diagnostics, a 

nationwide clinical labo-
ratory system; Sound, an 
animal diagnostic imaging 
company; and Camp Bow 
Wow, an overnight camp 
franchise.

Antin worked with 
Western University years 
ago to help start Western’s 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine.  

VCA received Western 
University’s corporate 
award for excellence in 
health care at its gala fun-
draiser in 2016.

Art Antin

Elizabeth Zamora

Susan Dixon, state chair 
of the government relations 
committee of the Califor-
nia Retired Teachers As-
sociation, will speak on 
measures on the November 
ballot impacting education 
during next month’s meet-
ing of the group’s Pomona 
Valley Division 13 in La 
Verne.

The meeting is scheduled 
for 11:15 a.m. Wednesday, 

Pomona Valley Division of retired teachers group 
to hear update on ballot issues impacting education

Sept. 12, in the Hillcrest 
meeting room, 2705 Moun-
tain View Drive, La Verne.

Also recognized will be 
the group’s seven scholar-
ship recipients from Cal 
Poly University Pomona, 
Mt. SAC and Citrus Col-
lege.

Cost of lunch is $19.  For 
reservations (deadline is 
Sept. 7), call (626) 963-
6242.

learning in kindergarten this 
year?

Bautz said for one thing, they 
will be learning coding for com-
puter programming.

“We will be doing a lot of 
technology this year,” she said, 
adding that the students also 
will be reading, comprehending, 
writing, typing (on their new 
Chromebooks, or laptops), tak-
ing pictures and studying the sci-
ences as part of the NGSS (Next 

About 300 Chinese students visited Village Academy High School this summer 
-- roughly 100 a week for a week at a time -- in a “cultural immersion program,” 
according to Village Academy counselor Lorraine Canales.  They were involved in 

dance, and even learning how to pick up a guitar and play -- inside of their week!  
PIctured are students learning how to work with the video recording equipment.

Generation Science Series) stan-
dards, a set of K-12 science con-
tent standards developed by indi-
vidual states to set expectations 
for what students should know 
and be able to do.

“This is our rollout year for 
Chromebooks,” Riffell said, 
explaining that every stu-
dent grades K-6 will receive 
a Chromebook to take home, 
made possible by district school 

Photo by Chara Swodeck
Kids from Pomona went to Dodger Stadium on a “Kids 4 Dodgers Baseball” bus for African American Heritage 
Night this month.  The trip was coordinated by Tamela Hutchinson of NAACP Pomona Valley Branch and Chara 

Back to school... pg. 8

Do you have a news story? 

We want to hear from you 

Send your news tips to: 
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Jerry Carson, a 30-year vet-

School District, is back home 
in Arkansas but is still volun-
teering in his community long 
after his retirement, according 
to his friends in the California 
Retired Teachers Association 
Division 13 (Pomona Valley) 
where he is still a member.

Carson stopped by a recent 
meeting of the group here in La 
Verne during a visit to South-
ern California.

“We were just so thrilled to 
hear from Jerry and particular-
ly, as retired teachers, to hear 
how valuable he is in his com-
munity in Arkansas well be-
yond his retirement as a teach-
er,” said Robbie Cendejas.

She added that he is a perfect 
example of what retired Po-

teachers are doing when they 
go back into the community.

“Jerry Carson is a spectacu-
lar representation of that,” she 
said.

Carson taught kindergarten 
through grade 3 special edu-

cation classes and, in middle 
school, served as a reading 
specialist.  He was a California 
state demonstration teacher and 
a math project director.

He was also active in the 
Associated Pomona Teachers, 
where he served two terms as 
president and was part of the 
negotiating team for 16 years 
and a member of the Califor-
nia Teachers Association state 
council for eight years.

His two daughters followed 
in his footsteps – one teaches 
third grade at Pomona’s Mont-
vue Elementary School and the 
other is theater director at Cla-
remont High School.

Back in his hometown of Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, he is remain-
ing active by volunteering in 
the nationwide Poor People’s 
Campaign, the Inter-Faith Dia-
logue Program and the move-
ment for sensible gun control.

After retiring in 1990, he re-
turned to his roots and made 
good on a promise to give back 
to his community.

And after raising four chil-

dren of his own, he took on 
the responsibility of raising 
his 2-year-old grandson who 
is now 17 and graduating this 
year from the same high school 
Jerry attended.

He has tutored students ev-
ery day after school, he started 
a baton twirling physical edu-
cation class (he once trained 
competitive baton twirlers) and 
continues identifying students 

who need help with reading.
He has headed up school car-

skating parties, and when his 
grandson entered junior high 
school, Jerry joined him in 
band, orchestra and drum corps 
and staffed the concession 
stand for every football game.

Because of his continued 
dedication to the students, he 
was honored at the age of 80 as 

A viewing of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s famous “I have a 
dream” speech will be present-
ed and discussed next week 
in Pomona some 55 years and 
three days after King’s com-
ments during the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Free-
dom, a speech that has since 

moment of the American Civil 
Rights Movement.

King’s speech followed by a 
panel discussion on the theme 
“What happens to a dream de-
ferred?” will be viewed at 6 

King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech set 
for viewing, discussion some 55 years later

p.m. Friday, Aug. 31, in Pomo-
na’s Solidarity Center, at 1460 
E. Holt Ave., Room 6 in the 
Village at Indian Hill (between 
entrances 2 and 3).

Panelists will focus on civil 
rights at the time the speech 
was given, how far the nation 
has come since, and what type 

the 2016 Arkansas PTA Chil-
dren’s Champion.

And there’s more!  He has 
supported a sack lunch pro-
gram, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, a local peace coalition, 
Friends of the Library and the 
Historical Society.

Congratulations, Jerry, on 
leaving such a positive imprint 
– both as a teacher in Pomona 
and as a retired teacher!

of action is needed to come 
closer to achieving King’s 
dream.

The event is being presented 
by the Social Justice Advocacy 
Project, Pomona’s African-
American Museum of Begin-
nings and the Pomona Valley 
Branch of the NAACP.
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bond money.  “That’s our big fo-
cus this year.”

(His students have had access 
to computers in the past, but this 

assigned one.)
He said both the technology 

and training teachers to use the 
content will be a big part of the 
program.

“That’s kind of exciting,” he 
said, adding he is looking for-
ward to a “wonderful year.”

Ranch Hills has an enrollment 
of nearly 450 students.

Backpack give-away 
biggest and best yet

Of course, when Pomona Uni-
-

thing, it does it in a big way – 
not only did the kids go back to 
school this month but a week be-
fore that nearly 5,000 backpacks 

-
plies were handed out – to any-
body who wanted them – in an 
annual free backpack give-away 
in the district’s conference cen-
ter at the Village at Indian Hill, 
all coordinated again this year 
by the district’s Family Support 

Headlining that event at an 
early morning appearance was 
Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Hilda Solis, who was introduced 

Richard Martinez “as a friend, as 
a colleague, for being a partner 
with this school district.”

Solis, who spoke to students 
and their parents in Spanish, said 
not only would they receive a 
backpack but that there was a lot 
of information on hand for the 
children.

“There’s a lot of services here 
today,” Solis said.  “You’re go-
ing to be able to get a lot of good 
information for your family and 
for you.  And most of it if not all 
of it is free.”

In an interview with La Nue-
va Voz, Martinez said the event 
worked out really well and that 
the parents have learned through 
the years to come out earlier.

“We get better every year,” he 
said, referring to the district’s 
ability to manage the lines.

“Right now, even though we 
have 5,000 bags to give away I 
believe we’ve given away about 
3,000 (by 10:40 a.m. after open-
ing the doors at 8) so we’re here 
until the last person, we’re here 
all day long,” Martinez said.

Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce Board member Michael 
Thomas, of Pomona Valley 
America’s Job Center, told La 

Students and their 
parents line up at the 
registration tables at 

free backpack give-
away, coordinated 

Family Support Ser-
vices team.

Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Hilda So-
lis, who stopped by 

backpack give-away 
this year at the Vil-
lage at Indian Hill 
Conference Center, 
offers a little hands-
on assistance to get 
that backpack strap 
adjusted just right.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis help one preschooler pick out the per-

annual backpack give-away this month at the Village at Indian Hill.  Pictured with the moms and their kids are, from left, Po-

Angeles County Board of Supervisors.

Nueva Voz he arrived at 7 a.m. 
and saw students and their par-
ents lined up all the way from 
the conference center entrance to 
the adult school’s cosmetology 
entrance.

He said members of one fam-
ily told him they had been there 
since 4 a.m.

Patti Azevedo, of the district’s 
family support services team 
and who coordinated organizers 
for the event, said funds for the 
backpack give-away came from 
the district’s homeless program, 
although backpacks were avail-
able for any student (from transi-
tional kindergarten through 12th 
grade) that wanted one as long as 
they showed up with a parent or 
guardian.

She said the backpacks were 

markers, colored pencils, cray-
ons for the little ones and more.

“They walk away with a nice 
pack of paper, anything that 
starts the school year,” she said.

Was it bigger and better than 
ever?

“I think it’s better because 
more people are asking to join 
in, so that’s always a good sign,” 
Azevedo said referring to the 
event attracting more outside 
service providers than ever be-

fore.  “My focus for here was 
more resources that parents need 
to start school and word spread.”

Exhibitors at this year’s back-
pack give-away included Park 
Tree Community Health Center 
which was offering free immu-

nizations to students, along with 
many more including Los Ange-

and Business Affairs, County 
Department of Parks and Rec-

Back to school... pg. 9
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As is often the case, the hardest part of this backpack give-away is deciding just which backpack will be best for the new school year.  These two elementary school 

Three students show off their new backpacks for Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Hilda Solis and Dr. Steven Golightly, Director of the Los Angeles County Child Sup-
port Services Department.

her registered for school so she can go in the next room and pick out her back-

-
formation in the computer.  He told La Nueva Voz even last-minute registration is 

from left, Dr. Steven Golightly, Director of the Los Angeles County Child Support 

School District Supt. Richard Martinez.

class.  And that adult school program, by the way, is very popular in Pomona and 
does a good job.

Your insert here! Call (909) 629-2292

reation, County Department of 
Mental Health, County Child 
Support Services Department, 

adult school, just in case there 
were any takers.

-
trict based on published enroll-

school district in Los Angeles 
County behind Los Angeles Uni-

-

(22,000).

Apartment rents in 
Pomona push up with 
national trend due to 

seasonal demand
The average rent for a two-

bedroom apartment in Pomona 
last month was $1,697, up 0.5 
percent from June and up 7.4 
percent from the same time last 
year, according to tabulations 
by RentCafe.com, a nation-
wide apartment search website.

A one-bedroom apartment in 
Pomona averaged $1,309 last 
month, up 0.5 percent from 
June and up 5.6 percent from 
the previous year.

And the average rent last 
month for all apartments in Po-
mona was $1,490, 0.5 percent 
up from June and 6.6 percent 
up from the previous year.

The national average rent 
reached an all-time high of 
$1,409 in July, up 0.2 percent 
or $3 from June, and up 2.8 
percent from the previous year.

Figures in the monthly rent 
report are based on data com-
piled from actual rents charged 
in the 250 largest U.S. cities.

Seasonal demand and in-
creased activity are offsetting 
the wave of new apartments 
opened this year so far, trans-
lating into an even but mod-
erately strong yearly growth 
across all apartment sizes, ac-
cording to a RentCafe.com 
spokesperson.

Rents increased in 88 percent 
of the nation’s largest cities last 
month, stayed flat in 11 percent 
and dropped in only two cities 
compared to last year.
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Mentoring program... pg. 17

Fourteen students from Dia-
mond Bar High School and 
seven engineering mentors 
studying at Cal Poly University 
Pomona completed a six-week 
summer training program last 
month that is now becoming a 
year-long mentoring program 
to provide a transformative 
educational experience for sec-
ondary students through tech-
nology-focused team projects 
– and it’s a program that might 
just be heading for high school 
students in Pomona!

known as Cal Poly’s STEAM 

was funded by a grant from the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation and 
is designed to encourage high 
school students to select engi-
neering as a major in college.

-
trict board members and staff 
are already meeting with Cal 
Poly team members to shift the 
program to include Pomona 
high schools as well.

The connection was through 
Pomona Community Life 

New engineering mentoring program at Cal Poly may become available to Pomona high school students

ENGINEERING MENTORING PILOT PROGRAM AT CAL POLY -- A new engineering mentoring program at Cal Poly University Po-

after a six-week summer training program at Cal Poly.  Pictured are the engineering majors at Cal Poly who are becoming mentors 

Commissioner Donna Houston 

Diamond Bar High School and 
became involved in developing 
the program.

Houston said she and her 

to try to develop an internship 
for seniors.  Her son became an 
ambassador between the Col-
lege of Engineering and Dia-
mond Bar High to help develop 

under way.
She mentioned the idea to 

who had recently appointed her 

-

Board President Dr. Roberta 
Perlman have become in-

Cal Poly President Dr. Soraya 
Coley is supporting expanding 
the program into Pomona.

Cal Poly’s Dean of Engineer-
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Janet Aguilera
 Insurance Lic#: 0D74268

jaguilera@goproinsurance.com • https://goproinsurance.com/

“YOU HAVE CHOICES”

Do you need Homeowners Insurance? 
 Is your policy renewing or are you being cancelled?

 
Insure your home with no money down!  

All we need is your lender information 
and loan number to issue your policy.

¿Tiene usted Seguro de Casa?
¿Su póliza se está renovando o está siendo cancelada?

¡Obtenga seguro para su casa sin 
dar deposito por anticipado!

Lo único que ocupamos es la información 
compañía de préstamos y el número de préstamo.

$719,900 Private Vintage Home w/Pool, Spa and a View on 2 Lots! 

Ganesha Hills area of Pomona
• 3 bedrooms
• 2 baths
• Hardwood Floors

• 2 car garage
• Dining room

• Family room
• New Air Conditioning 
   and Heating Unit

Call me to take a look 

-

basement and updated plumbing. The rooms are spacious 

very convenient location!

Carol Wilt, Broker-Associate
Coldwell Banker Tri-Counties Realty
#01153123
909 573-4634 cell
carol.wilt@yahoo.com
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WORK GETS UNDER WAY AT PALM LAKE GOLF COURSE

-

DAVID AND MARGARET RECEIVES GRANT FROM UNITED WAY -

-

-

Los Angeles County residents 
interested in voting in the Nov. 6 
general election but not registered to 
vote – or who need to re-register – 
will be eligible to vote as long as they 

Need to register to vote?  Here’s how!
register 15 days before election day, 
according to the Los Angeles County 
Registrar-Recorder’s web site.

Registration forms are available 
in many government buildings and 

can be completed and submitted by 
mail, or voters can register on line at 
lavote.net (click on “voting and elec-
tions”).

Or call (800) 481-VOTE.
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Pomona native Lt. j.g. Andy Baeza, a 

serving aboard the U.S. Navy’s USS Penn-
sylvania, one of the world’s most advanced 
ballistic missile submarines, based at Naval 
Base Kitsap-Bangor near Seattle, Washing-
ton.

Baeza, a 2011 Ganesha High School grad-
uate, is responsible for supervising all me-
chanicals relating to propulsion, electrical 
generation and quality assurance.

The USS Pennsylvania is one of 14 Ohio-
class ballistic missile submarines in the Na-

“It’s really impressive how interrelated ev-
erything is and how we are able to generate 
the electricity that supports the entire sub,” 
Baeza said.  “Pomona is a huge melting pot 
of personalities – pretty much like on a sub.”

feel proud to serve in the Navy.”
The Navy’s ballistic missile submarines, referred to informally as “boomers,” 

serve as undetectable launch platforms for intercontinental ballistic missiles.  They 
are designed for stealth, extended patrols and the precise delivery of missiles.

As long as nuclear weapons remain in the hands of potential adversaries, the na-
tion’s nuclear forces provide a safe, secure and credible deterrent to the threat of 
nuclear attack, a spokesperson for the Navy said in the news release, adding that the 
Navy’s continuous at-sea deployment of submarines like USS Pennsylvania pro-
vides the ability to mount an assured response.

Photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class David Wyscaver

Lt. j.g. Andy Baeza

Ganesha High graduate serving on 
Navy’s ballistic missile submarine

Association this month heralding the opening of “Speechless” (sin palbras), a photographic Aztec-
themed art exhibit by Denis Thorp Photography.  The exhibit, on display in The Metro Gallery, inside the 
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Your insert here! 
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-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-
-

-

Editor’s Note:  Jose Bermu-
dez, a safety professional for 
nearly 40 years, has worked 
as a consultant and a regional 
safety and health manager for 

colleges, hospitals and an envi-
ronmental engineering consult-

such as General Electric, Waste 
Management, Inc. and Quaker 
Oats.  He received the designa-

-
sional from the Board of Certi-

column is presented as a public 
service. He can be contacted at 
jsbrmdz8@gmail.com.

-
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-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
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Orange, Riverside y San Bernardino.

 

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
 

 

Send your news tips to: 
reneebarbee7@gmail.com

-
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goes out to her husband, Ryan Pren
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-
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mez and his granddaughter 
Breeanna Gomez were on hand 

into this pho
to.

up the tempo 
and the tem
perature at 

Out in the Po

Center.
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off trophies their students have won.
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Hope & Hurdles

Photos by Renee Barbee

-
-
-

-
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Class A – Local Drivers NEEDED!
Solicitamos Choferes!

200 Erie St
Pomona CA 91768

888-539-6271 – AZ Drivers
909-706-5246 – Pomona CA 

Por favor aplicar 
www.lexmardistribution.com/become-a-driver/

Para más información: 
recruiting@lditrucking.com

Board Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce
www.lanuevavoz.net

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz? 
Call Renee Barbee,

V.P. of Ad Sales and Operations

(909) 629-2292



La Nueva Voz • Thursday, August 23, 2018 • 23

Nearly 200 turn out on a hot August night 
for Pomona Rotary’s ‘Hot August Night’

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at left, 
visits with Ron and Christina Vera at 

the Sheraton Fairplex Conference Cen-
ter.

Centerpieces on the tables at this 
-

ated by students from Village Academy 

-

Sciences; Diane Abraham, Vice President of University Ad-

Chief of Staff and Executive Director of Public Affairs and 
Marketing at Western University and President of Pomona 
Rotary, sponsor of the annual event.

Lead singer Gina Graham of the band 

Pomona Rotary fundraiser.  Nearly 200 

raise funds for Rotary service programs 
and the new “Musical Playground” at 

Pomona City Councilmember Rubio 
Gonzalez, at right, chats with Ron Vander 

-

Playground” (on the computer monitor and on the table) with a 
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