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Greggory Casillas, Sr., father 

Greggory Casillas, eulogized his 
son last month after walking up 
the stairs of the pulpit using a 
cane saying he was “mad as hell” 
and that “it does hurt” but that 
his son was “twice the man that 
I was.”

His comments were heard by 

a standing room only sanctuary 
at Pomona’s Purpose Church 

and emergency responders from 
throughout California and even 

Police Department.

sanctuary on a rainy day in Po-
mona and another 1,000 watched 

on closed circuit television in 
-

iary church buildings and even a 
tent erected in the parking lot for 
the service just outside the main 
church building, according to es-

Casillas, 30, was killed last 
month when he was shot through 
an apartment bedroom door while 
attempting to take a suspect into 
custody following a series of in-

responding to a report of erratic 
driving.

during the incident and was hos-
pitalized for treatment but was 
released two days later.

Isaias De Jesus Valencia, 38, 
was arrested in the incident fol-
lowing an overnight standoff and 
will return to Pomona Superior 
Court on May 1 for arraignment, 
continued from his initial appear-
ance on March 13, on numerous 
charges including murdering a 

Casillas’ father thanked the 
representatives of all police de-
partments nationwide “for doing 

what very few people know how 
to do” and for their “dedication 
to . . . your fellow man” and “for 
taking your time to bury one of 
your own.”

He said his son became a po-

community, adding that he heard 
his son “turned around” a couple 
of teenagers who were “going 
down the wrong path.”

Casillas said he treated his sons 
“like they treated me in the Ma-
rine Corps.”

“Greg was a person that had to 
read a book 10 times but when he 
got it he got it,” he said.  

-

Casillas change when he was go-
ing to “become a dad.”

He said Casillas told him “all 
my dreams are coming true” 
– from having the girl of his 
dreams, two children and his job 

“I am truly going to miss him,” 

Sheriff’s Deputy Christian Gue-
vara, who met Casillas when they 
went through training academy 
together, said “he always treated 

Pomona’s Po-
lice Chief Mike 

sworn into of-

a ceremony de-
layed because of 
last month’s fatal 
shooting of Pomo-

Greggory Casillas, 
acknowledged the 
loss of the young 

swearing in calling 
that tragedy “unre-
al” and a “horrible 
ordeal.”

Olivieri, sworn 

Hotel, thanked his fellow chiefs 

Mike Olivieri sworn in as 
Pomona’s new police chief

MAKING IT OFFICIAL 
-
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from surrounding cities – and 
members of his own police de-
partment – for their help over the 
past 30 days.

“I’m forever grateful and I will 
remember your kind gestures 
and support and advice and guid-
ance,” Olivieri said.

-
cers, other emergency responders 
and members of the community 
that his career choice since child-
hood was to become a police of-

I really wanted to be a police of-

for when I was old enough was 
Pomona,” he said, adding that 
he was attracted to the city’s di-
versity, the fast pace and the pro-
fessional and positive reputation 
that the police department had.

“What an honor it is for me to 
be entrusted to lead the Pomona 
Police Department,” he said.  
“It’s a police department that 
I love with all of my heart and 
soul.”

He said when he applied in Po-

Family members 
on hand to sup-
port new Pomona 
Police Chief Mike 

Pomona.  His mom said she was born in 
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center.

New police chief... from pg. 1

Pomona Police 
Chief Mike Olivieri, 
at left, takes the 

-
ministered by Po-
mona Mayor Tim 

in ceremonies at 
-

mona, he was “well aware of the 
city’s challenges and struggles 
but also very aware that the city 
had heart.”

Olivieri said he has learned 
much and the community has 
made him a better person.

“I have been and will continue 
to be loyal and committed to Po-
mona as Pomona runs deep in 
my blood and my family has a 
long history here,” he said.  “I’m 
passionate about our city, I’m 
protective of it and motivated to 
achieve great things for our com-
munity as the police chief.”

“Under my leadership you can 

no-nonsense on crime, but we 
will carry ourselves in a manner 
that is compassionate, profes-
sional and accountable,” Olivieri 
said.  “I’m a lucky person be-
cause the people in this great city 
already understand that public 
safety is not a spectator sport, that 
safe neighborhoods are a result of 
people and their police working 
together to create communities 
capable of sustaining peace and 
positive civic life.”

“We have a mutual obligation 
to do our respective parts and 
both our city and their police de-
partment will continue working 
together to do that,” he added.

Sandoval said Olivieri was 

Pomona through his work at the 

the two discussed the advantages 
of a college education to indi-
viduals aspiring to become police 

“He’s been an incredible re-
source to this community and I 
know that for many, many years 
there were other cities that would 
have loved to have had him and 
yet he remains dedicated to the 
City of Pomona,” Sandoval said.  
“So, for 28 years he has rebuffed 
other offers because I know that 
his heart is here with the City of 
Pomona.”

The group empowers students 
to become admitted to and gradu-
ate from college.

Pomona Police Capt. Hec-
tor Rodriguez, in opening com-
ments, said the event was a cel-
ebration of “how a 21-year-old 
Pomona police recruit Michael 

New police chief... pg. 15
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To obtain information on used oil collection centers, recycling and disposal use: Earth911.com or www.ci.pomona.ca.us 
or call 1-800-CLEANUP.

Para obtener información sobre los centros de colección de aceite usado, reciclaje y eliminación, utilice: Earth911.com o 
www.ci.pomona.ca.us o llame 1-800-CLEANUP.

me like a brother.”
“We became friends through 

hard work and oftentimes through 
sarcasm,” Guevara said.  “He 
helped me when I needed help.  I 
know he’ll be with me when I’m 
on the street.  He’ll forever be my 
brother.”

“Our hearts collectively ache 

Greg Casillas,” said Pomona 

speaker at the service, adding that 

their family, their friends and 
loved ones and their own safety 
at the door . . . to make our com-
munity a better place.”

He said it is tragedies such as 
this that remind everyone of the 
“fragility of life of our police of-

down his life to protect and serve 
our community,” Sandoval said.  
“His loss will forever be mourn-
ed.”

“To the Casillas family . . . I 
am so sorry,” said Pomona Police 
Chief Mike Olivieri.  “I know 
there are no words that are ca-
pable of easing your pain.”

He called the series of events 
“a nightmare that none of us ever 
dreamed would happen.”

“May Greg’s legacy live on,” 
he added.

Olivieri, reading from a hand-
written autobiography Casillas 
was required to write in 2016 
when he applied for a position as 

Casillas said he was born in Glen-
dale and was the oldest of three 

boys who grew up in Lincoln 
Heights until his family moved 
to Lincoln Heights when he was 
about 15.

He had been with his wife 
Claudia for six years in 2013 
when they moved to San Dimas 
and decided to have a baby.

“The reason that attracted me 
to a career in law enforcement 
was wanting to make a differ-
ence,” Casillas said in the autobi-
ography.

And he said he decided to ap-
ply for a position in Pomona be-
cause he felt he could relate to the 
community “since I grew up in a 
similar environment.”

Olivieri said Casillas added 
that he knew he could be an asset 
to the department.

made a difference,” Olivieri said.  
“Today we say goodby to Greg 
Casillas but it is certainly not the 
last day we will remember his 

Purpose Church Pastor Glenn 
Gunderson called Casillas a war-
rior, a protector, a peacemaker 
and a family man.

And Pomona Police Capt. 

Hector Rodriguez expressed the 
police department’s thanks for 
the “tremendous outpouring of 
support” during an obviously dif-

The service included full mili-
tary and police honors – from 

-
lice honor guard escorting fam-
ily members to their seats – to 
an honor guard to a bagpipe bri-

wreaths on easels and even a ro-
tating ceremonial guard of two 

throughout the ceremony.
An honor court of Pomona Po-

as pallbearers carried the casket to 
an awaiting hearse in front of the 
church for a solemn procession to 
a burial site at Forest Lawn Me-
morial Park in Covina Hills.

Among those in attendance 
were retired Pomona Police 
Chiefs Dave Keetle and Paul 
Capraro, who administered Casil-

in September 2017.  Casillas was 
just about to complete his training 
at the time of the incident.

Also in attendance were Gov. 

Funeral services... from pg. 1

Pictured in the 
front row at fu-
neral services 
for Pomona 

Greggory Casil-
las are, from left, 
California Gov. 
Jerry Brown, 
California At-
torney General 
Xavier Becerra 
and California 
Highway Patrol 
Commissioner 
Warren Stanley.

Pool photos by Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times

Pomona police uniform patch.

Jerry Brown, California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra and Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol Commis-
sioner Warren Stanley.

Several blocks of Garey Av-
enue outside of the church were 

the service as dozens of emergen-
-

lance and more – lined up three 
across in preparation for the pro-
cession to Forest Lawn.

(While supplies last)

(Mientras duren las reservas)
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Los Angeles County Super-
visor Hilda Solis, speaking last 
month at the Latino and Latina 
Roundtable’s 14th annual Cesar 
Chavez breakfast in Pomona, 
asked the “Dreamers” (recipients 
of Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, or DACA) in the audi-
ence to stand and called them “the 
new civil rights movement to the 
United States of America.”

“We have an awesome job 
ahead of us because every single 
day we’re under attack,” Solis 
said, referring to movements 
against “sanctuary city” status in 
Orange County, San Diego and 
other areas.

She called Cesar Chavez “our 
iconic hero” who “inspired all of 
us,” and cited Dolores Huerta, 
who co-founded the National 
Farmworkers Association with 
Cesar Chavez, as “an awesome 
and super hero.”

Solis, who served as Secretary 
of Labor in the Obama adminis-

to serve in the U.S. Cabinet, said 
it was Huerta, who she called a 
personal friend, who created the 
phrase “si se puede,” or “yes we 
can.”

And she said while she never 
met Cesar Chavez, she attended 
his funeral soon after she was 
elected to the California Assem-
bly.  She said she had the privi-
lege of helping to carry his casket.

“I felt so overwhelmed because 
of the force of people, the spirits 
that were there, 
people that 
had gathered 
from all over 
the country...
many people 
from around 
the country...
came around 
to pay tribute 
to a true hero,” 
Solis said, “and 
someone that 
reminds us 
even today how 
important it is 
to lift up those 
lives of peo-
ple that often 
struggle in si-
lence and often 
struggle behind 
the scenes.”

“We pay trib-

L.A. Supervisor Hilda Solis calls ‘Dreamers’ the nation’s new civil rights movement
ute today to all of those workers, 
we pay tribute to the folks that are 
serving us (our meals) today,” she 
said.

Solis told a packed banquet 
room of more than 450 attendees 
at Pomona’s Sheraton Fairplex 
Conference Center that it has 
been a pleasure to represent her 

a majority of Latinos reside and 
where there are constant efforts to 
take away their representation.

“That would be a tremendous 
blow to the redistricting effort 
that we undertake in the next few 

for better education and better 
health care and make sure that we 
have a clean environment no mat-

ter where you live.”
“All of these things bring 

us together,” she said.
Roundtable President 

Jose Calderon told the au-
dience his organization 
honored Solis before she 
went back to Washington to 
serve as Secretary of Labor.

“Hilda has always been 
there for us,” he said.  “Hil-
da has never lost that grass 
roots character.”

Maura Ayala receives 
‘community star award’

The group’s highest 
honor this year, the “com-
munity star award,” was 
presented to organizer 
and community volunteer 
Maura Ayala, a Roundtable 
member.

She was recognized last year at 
the Los An-
geles County 

their academic, community engagement and social justice achievements.  Pictured, from 
left, are Brenda Gomez, a student at Pomona High School; Josue Garcia, a student at Po-

HONORED BY LATINO AND LATINA ROUNDTABLE -- Luis No-
lasco of the ACLU of Southern California, center, is honored at the 
annual San Gabriel and Pomona Valley Latino and Latina Round-
table Cesar Chavez Breakfast by Roundtable President Jose Calde-
ron, at left, and Vice President Angela Sanbrano, at right.

Fair as a “community hero.”
Ayala told the audience it was 

an honor to work with an organi-
zation that does so much with the 
little money it has for the com-

munity.
And she told the audience that 

without their support the Round-
table would not be able to do the 

Dreamers... pg. 6
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work it does.
“I receive this award for the 

people who are always working 
behind the scenes who aren’t al-
ways noticed, the people who 
work in hospitals and . . . places 
that we don’t really think about,” 
she said.

And she particularly acknowl-
edged those with disabilities.

“Sometimes our society does 
not acknowledge them, accept 
them for having their disabili-
ties, but they are part of our so-
ciety,” she added.  “In their honor 

goes on.”
Also honored at the breakfast 

were Maria Alonso, Luis Nolasco 
and the Pomona College dining 
hall workers.

Maria Alonso
Alonso, executive director and 

founder of Huerta del Valle Com-
munity Garden in Ontario, works 
to better the health and well being 
of members of the community, 
particularly low-income families.

She told the audience she start-
ed the garden because her young-
est son, now 17, was diagnosed 

-

ity disorder and she needed low-
cost organic fruit and vegetables 
as an alternative to medicine, 
which she has never used.

She learned about organic 
community gardens while teach-
ing Spanish at Pitzer College in 
Claremont.

And today, she said, her son 
is joining the police academy to 

Luis Nolasco
Nolasco, a community engage-

ment and policy advocate for the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Southern California, spends 
much of his time working on mat-
ters stemming from the involve-
ment of the criminal justice sys-
tem with the immigration system.

Much of his expertise comes 
from his own experience being 
detained in an immigration prison 
in 2012 in Georgia.

He was a leading force in orga-
nizing the statewide campaign for 

Dreamers... from pg. 5

Maria Alonso of the Huerta del Valle Community Garden 
in Ontario is honored by Latino and Latina Roundtable 
President Jose Calderon.

prestigious honor from Latino and Latina Roundtable Vice Presi-

the annual event are honored for their demonstrated commitment 
to the service and values of Cesar Chavez.

Senate Bill 54, the California Val-
ues Act, commonly referred to as 
the “sanctuary state” bill.

Nolasco told the audience that 
while he grew up in Rialto, he is 
undocumented.

He told the audience that 
DACA was not merely something 
President Obama gave them.

“That was a victory that we 
fought tooth and nail for,” he said.  
“That was a victory by undocu-

to form a union. Dreamers... pg. 7
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Smiles & Tears CFS 
Foster Family Agency

Follow us on Facebook 
License No. 197806568

Contact us for more information.
Comuniquese con nosotros para más información.

Resource Parents Needed
Necesitamos Padres de Recursos

Every child deserves a loving and caring home.
Cada niño merece un hogar con amor y cuidado.

Requirements / Requísitos
-  No criminal background / Sin antecedentes penales
-  Space available / Espacio disponible
-  CDL and Social Security card / Seguro Social y Licencia de   
 conducir de California
-  Income / Ingresos
-  Physical health exam / Examen de salud física

-  Free training / Capacitación gratuita
-  24/7 support / Apoyo 24 horas al día los 7 días de la semana
-  Tax free monthly reimbursement / Reembolso mensual libre de 
 impuestos
-  Free medical for foster children / Cuidado médico gratuito para 
 niños de crianza

ID #: 593737

mented youth for undocumented 
youth.  That was our victory.”

Later that same year, he said, 
he willingly turned himself over 
to ICE (U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) in Atlanta 

centers “for the purpose of docu-
menting cases, organizing from 
the inside out and liberate our 
people from immigration prison.”

And, while he ended up in de-
portation proceedings, only three 
years later that facility, the North 
Shore Detention Facility, was 

closed.
“These are great examples of 

the power we have of commu-
nity and as leaders,” he said.  “We 
are the change, we can make this 
happen.”

Pomona College 
dining hall workers

The Pomona College dining 
hall workers started a three-year 
struggle to form a union in 2010, 
but their efforts suffered a blow 
when management, aware that 
it was illegal to use the issue of 
undocumented workers in the 
middle of a unionization attempt, 
checked papers of every employ-
ee of the college and came down 
to 17 in the dining hall who were 

30 years.
Once employees signed their 

agreement required the college to 
reinstate every employee as soon 
as they are ready.

Christian Torres, a former 
cook, told the audience that today 
the workers are on their second 
contract and, to date, two of those 

-
en their old jobs back.

Dreamers... from pg. 6

Los Angeles County
Supervisor Hilda Solis

IVHP EMPLOYEES VOLUNTEER AT THE 
OTHER IVHP -- Employee volunteers at Po-

this year selecting Pomona-based Inland Valley 

to give health plan employees a chance to vol-

-- to bring health and vitality to the communities 
they serve.  The volunteers helped out at Inland 

for distribution to the thousands of low-income 
residents of Western San Bernardino County and 
Eastern Los Angeles County the organization as-
sists.  Pictured, from left, taking a break for the 

Program Center associate Michael Watson, and 

and Pauline Ku.

RAISING THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FLAG IN 
POMONA

-
emonies honoring U.S. veterans of the Vietnam 
War, surviving South Vietnamese veterans, and 

Cerda and members of the Costanoan Rumsen 
Carmel tribe provided spiritual healing at the 
event.  Some 200 participants, many wearing 
military uniforms, included Vietnamese Commu-

Vo, Congresswoman Norma Torres, Pomona 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 12034, and 
others.  The coalition hopes to build a Vietnam 
Veterans monument at Veterans Park in the fu-
ture.  Sponsors of the event were Support Kids 
in Progress, Inc. (SKIP) and the City of Pomona.  
Pictured at the event, from left, are Breagunn 
and Trinity, known as the singing group Viosa, 
who performed at the event and sang the na-
tional anthem; SKIP Founder and President Al-

and Debra Watkins.
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Congresswoman Norma Tor-
res kicked off last month’s Po-
mona Chamber of Commerce 
annual legislative luncheon call-
ing the country “even more di-
vided,” adding that she believes 
“it is time for all of us to really 

She said this would include 
areas ranging from the Afford-
able Care Act and homelessness 
to affordable housing and public 
safety, adding later in the forum 
that she has been focusing on 
Ontario International Airport 
and transportation along with 

Also appearing at the event 
held at Pomona’s Sheraton Fair-

-
nie Leyva, who said that getting 
her bills signed into law by the 
governor is “wonderful” but 
“really coming back here and 
working with all of you is my 

She said that her work has in-
cluded both transportation and 

“We are a transportation hub 
but we also want to have clean 
air,” she said, adding that she 
has been working on getting ad-
ditional funding for after school 

Homeless, public safety, transportation and clean air among highlights at Pomona Chamber legislative luncheon

Without it, she said, “they’ll 

won’t be what we want them to 

“If we do not have infrastruc-
ture and child care, moms can 
not go back to work,” Leyva 

-

Assemblymember Freddie 
Rodriguez said he has been 
working on “how we can make 
things better,” adding that part 
of that has been building stron-

“More than ever we need to 
be working together,” he said, 
so the constituents will have the 

He added that when he was a 
youth in Pomona, gang violence 

“But things have changed, it’s 

“It’s coming together as a com-
munity – we’re all in this togeth-

Los Angeles County Asses-
sor Jeffrey Prang told a sold-out 
banquet room with about 250 
in attendance that he oversees 
1,500 employees who are re-

-

He told members of the audi-
ence that assessed valuation of 
Pomona has improved and is at 

$11 billion in assessed valua-
tion, so actual value is higher – a 

He said that this half billion 
dollar increase translates to “a 
couple million tax dollars” to 
the schools, city and special dis-

Putting it in perspective, he 
said growth countywide was 6 

POMONA CHAMBER PRESENTS ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON

Legislative luncheon... pg. 16
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DEMONSTRATING THE DANGERS OF DRINKING AND DRIVING -- A student “victim” 

-

Pomona’s Repertory Opera Company is offering “Music at 
Noon,” featuring 40 minutes of musical beauty and serenity with 
Brian Farrell at the piano, at Trinity United Methodist Church in 

Repertory Opera offers music at noon
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La Nueva Voz produces ‘musical extravaganza’ fundraiser to send Garey High School ‘InvenTeam’ back to M.I.T.
 Photos courtesy of Lifetime Memories Photography by Eric Jung

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Vendor opportunities are 
available for the 12th annual 
Million Mothers March, spon-
sored by Pomona’s Kennedy 
Austin Foundation to help the 
healing process of mothers and 
families who have lost children.

Registration for the event will 
be held at 8 a.m. at Pomona’s 
Ganesha Park, and the walk gets 

Million Mothers March set for May
under way at 8:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, May 19.

Ethel Gardner, executive di-
rector of the foundation, founded 

the tragic death of her only son.
For more information, contact 

(909) 480-3357 or visit the web 
site at www.kennedyaustinfoun-
dation.org.
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 -- Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis, former 

life in public service has been working towards social justice, combating discrimination and racism, and stand-

Pictured helping in the unveiling are, from left, sister Anna Maria Solis, Supervisor Solis, her husband, Sam 
-

Nancy Pelosi (San Francisco), who spoke at the unveiling.  Others in attendance included Congressmembers 

-

out of high school and are looking to re-engage and get their diploma, get some job training skills and better their 

Inter Valley Health Plan’s sixth annual 
“Women’s Changing, Aging Roles” event, 
an interactive conference on the theme 
“Generations and Traditions,” will be held 
for adults 55 and older Saturday at Hillcrest 
Retirement Community in La Verne.

Local speakers will focus on the impor-
tance of traditions which, researchers say, 
are part of healthy families and support 
healthy relationships between the genera-
tions.

Admission is free but reservations are re-

Inter Valley Health Plan to host sixth annual 
‘Women’s Changing, Aging Roles’ event

quired by calling (800) 886-4471.
Speakers will include Rev. Elizabeth 

Bingham of Pomona’s Pilgrim Congre-
gational Church, Pat Chavarria, President 
of the Glendora Genealogical Group, and 
Maura Graber of Graber Olive House in 
Ontario.

The event is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, April 28 (registration be-
gins at 8:30 a.m.) at Hillcrest in The Meet-
ing House, 2705 Mountain View Drive, La 
Verne.
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---------------------------------------------------------- OPINION ----------------------------------------------------------

In an unprecedented move, edi-
torial page editors of daily newspa-
pers serving this region – and others 
elsewhere in California and even in 

chain the Denver Post and beyond – 
editorialized against their own own-
ers over recent massive cuts of staff 

local news and continue to provide 
good journalism.

Apparently, it all happened on the 
same day, in the Sunday paper ear-
lier this month, where locally, the 
San Gabriel Valley Tribune and the 
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin devoted 
their entire “Perspectives” section 
to airing their frustrations in public 
– and, when you are a newspaper, 
that’s about as public as you can get.

Generally, the message was pretty 
basic – the layoffs (or terminations – 
we couldn’t get a clear answer) were 
fostering a decline in newspapering 
as we know it today.

How massive were the cuts?  We 
don’t know for sure – the local pub-
lisher did not respond to our e-mail 

However, according to a Los An-

Daily newspapers in trouble – again!
geles television station report out of 
Denver, the cuts there were roughly 
half of the newsroom.

And locally, La Nueva Voz has 
heard from staff members and free-

that some 17 reporters lost their 
jobs only a few weeks after about as 
many photographers lost theirs (we 
heard only one photographer was 
left at the Long Beach Press-Tele-
gram – and by comparison, there 
were four at the San Gabriel Valley 
Tribune in the early 1970s).

At La Nueva Voz, we remember 
newspapering as far back as 1970 in 
this market and, over the past nearly 
50 years, cutting staff has pretty 
much been a way of life – whether at 
the suburban dailies or even down-
town at the Los Angeles Times.

(After all, there was once a paper 
here called the Los Angeles Herald 
Examiner, for those who remem-
ber that far back – it closed shop in 
1989.)             

The Sunday paper locally pulled 
out all the stops this month – the 
front page of the opinion section ran 
the headline “A free press in peril,” 
and inside columns included “In 
new media world, opinion more 
relevant than ever,” “News is more 
than the delivery platform,” and “A 
free press is taking a back seat to on-
line ease.”

The lead editorial headline read 
“Stand with us by backing real 
newspapering,” and it said, “Ameri-

number of fronts, as never before in 
the history of our republic.”

One recent on-line commentary 
(sorry, even though we believe in 
print media for news, we read the 
internet from time to time) claimed 
that it is not the internet that is killing 
newspapers, it is hedge funds.

Apparently, that is the case here 
with the local suburban dailies, a 
chain including papers from the Los 
Angeles Daily News and the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram to the Or-
ange County Register, the Riverside 
Press-Enterprise and the San Ber-
nardino Sun.

All are owned by Digital First 
Media, based in Denver and owners 
of some 97 papers.  

But Digital First Media is con-
trolled by Alden Global Capital, a 
New York-based hedge fund spe-

sites, in distressed properties (you 

know, like Richard Gere in “Pretty 
Woman,” cutting up failing busi-
nesses in to pieces and selling them 
for scrap).

The company is said to manage 
$2.12 billion in assets.

At the Denver Post, in the words 
of the New York Times, the lead 
editorial “pulled no punches,” de-
scribing executives at Alden Global 
Capital as “vulture capitalists.”

The editorial went on to say 
“Denver deserves a newspaper own-
er who supports its newsroom.  If 
Alden isn’t willing to do good jour-
nalism here, it should sell The Post to 
owners who will.”

We haven’t heard how many of 
those 97 editorial page editors are 
still employed.

Fortunately, here in Pomona, La 
Nueva Voz is completely indepen-
dent and not directly impacted by 
any of this.

But we recognize that the daily 
papers will not possibly be able to 
provide the same level of coverage 
to all of their communities as they 
have in the past, with reporters now 
forced to double up on the number 
of cities they are required to cover 
for their papers.  

And, frankly, compared to the 
way things were 50, 40, and even 30 
years ago, the local news “hole” (that 
portion of the paper between the ads 
available for local news stories and 
photos) has been dramatically di-
minishing for a long time, making 

public relations folks and public-
ity chairpersons from community 
groups to get their message in the 
paper.  That’s one of the reasons La 
Nueva Voz is here in Pomona – to 
get those local stories into print so all 
of this good work in the community 
won’t go unnoticed.

Obviously, the editorials were 
right on the money.  And “it’s a sad 
day in Mudville” (quoting the poem 
“Casey at the Bat,” for those not fa-
miliar – Google it) – for the news-
papers, for the readers, for all of the 
professionals who lost their jobs in 
the middle of all of this, and for jour-
nalism in general.

All we can say is, at least in the 
minds of hedge fund operators, lo-
cal news doesn’t seem to matter that 
much after all.  And frankly, we see 
that as something that can only hurt 
the community – and our great na-
tion – in the long run.

For those of you who haven’t 
been on a college campus lately, 
it’s different today.

A half-page opinion piece in the 
March 27 “Poly Post,” the student 
newspaper at Cal Poly University 
Pomona, had the headline “Birth 
control should be free on campus.”

Not just available, mind you, but 
free.

As staff writer Christina Manuel 
pointed out, “working part-time 
jobs, paying for classes and having 
little money to spare for food and 
gas, female students don’t have ex-
tra money lying around to pay for 
birth control pills every month.”

We can understand that, even 
though she goes on to say that the 
Cal Poly health center prices the 
birth control pill at around $9 ev-
ery month for the “cheapest type of 
hormonal birth control the health 
center has to offer.”

She cited statistics that about 
half of the female students at the 
health center reported taking birth 
control in 2016.  And about a third 
said they use some type of contra-
ceptives during sex, with condoms 

The times they are a-changing!
out in front at about 60 percent. 

And she makes a pretty good 
argument that condoms are handed 
out for free but not the birth control 
pill.

She suggests an option of in-
cluding the price of the pills in stu-
dent tuition under the mandatory 
health services fee already charged 
to students.

And she says with everything 
else students have to worry about, 

come up with extra cash for birth 
control pills shouldn’t be one more 
thing.

After all, we don’t think students 
should have to spend their time 
needlessly taking them away from 
that total college experience that 
we all remember so well.

Some of us at La Nueva Voz re-
member college in the ’60s when 
the topic didn’t even come up in 

and female students resorted to 
seeking out those one or two docs 
just off campus (that everybody 
seemed to know about) who would 

Times... pg. 16
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Olivieri rose through the ranks to 
now hold the City of Pomona’s 
top cop honor, Chief of the Po-
mona Police Department.”

He said Olivieri began his ca-
reer in law enforcement in Pomo-
na in 1990, after serving as an ex-
plorer cadet in the City of Chino 
in 1984 and a police dispatcher in 
Ontario in 1986.

He is graduate of the Rio Hon-

Rio Hondo Police Academy, has 
an associate degree in adminis-
tration of justice from Rio Hondo 
College, and a bachelor’s degree 

in criminal justice management 
from Union Institute and Univer-
sity based in Cincinnati.

More recently, he became a 
graduate of the FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia, 
where he worked closely for sev-
eral months with then-FBI Direc-
tor James Comey.

Rodriguez said Olivieri has 
served on patrol, on the major 
crimes task force, as a SWAT of-

held ranks of corporal, sergeant, 
lieutenant, captain, deputy chief 
and now chief.

New police chief... from pg. 2

Pomona’s House of Ruth Ex-
ecutive Director Sue Aebischer 
was recognized this month as 
“Executive Director of the Year” 
by the Academy for Grassroots 
Organizations during their 2018 
Inland Empire Academy Awards 

Aebischer received the organi-
zation’s highest award this month 
in ceremonies at the Spring Valley 
Lake Country Club in the Victor-
ville area.

Aebischer, who has dedicated 
her life to serving as an advocate 
for victims of domestic violence, 
has helped thousands of men, 
women and children increase their 

Established in 1977, House of 
Ruth has grown into one of South-
ern California’s most respected 
social service agencies providing 
support and safety for battered 
women and their children.

Created by community volun-
teers, the agency’s early years fo-
cused on maintaining a telephone 
“hotline” for victims of domestic 
violence and providing referrals 

House of Ruth Executive Director Sue Aebischer 

to shelters and 
other services, 
a hotline that 
still operates 
today at (877) 
988-5559.

In 1981, 
after provid-
ing shelter for 
women in pri-
vate homes, 
House of Ruth 
received a 
grant to lease 
an abandoned 
f r a t e r n i t y 
house in Po-
mona that be-

shelter.
Today, the 

organization includes a shelter 
with a residential capacity of 55, 
on-site counseling and educational 
services, and comprehensive out-
reach activities that reach more 
than 10,000 residents each year 
throughout the region.

The 18-year-old Academy for 
Grassroots Organizations was cre-

ated to meet the needs of a grow-
ing San Bernardino County by 
coalescing and strengthening its 

-
vides a variety of resources and 

throughout the region and serves 
a network of more than 1,000 

-
unteers.

HOUSE OF RUTH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECEIVES HONOR 

-

FUNDRAISER FOR A GOOD CAUSE

-

an aircraft carrier).

ANNUAL CESAR CHAVEZ PILGRIMAGE MARCH

-

-
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Hope & Hurdles
By Evy Schuman

ALVIN YAMASHIRO
Fundraising Consultant

(909) 625-2887 • alvinyamashiro@yahoo.com

Mahalo nui loa!

Planning a fundraiser?

write prescriptions for birth control 
pills without parental consent.

But editorials?  Probably not.  I 
mean, we were busy talking about 
the Vietnam War, having student 
representation in the selection of a 
new chancellor and, for that mat-

Earth Day.
We don’t disagree with the 

writer of the opinion piece, and 
we probably think it is a good idea 
that students today are considering 
these issues.

But even more to the point, the 
editorial position jumped out at us 
– it really is different today.

Yes, it’s all right ma, as poet and 
songwriter Bob Dylan said (he was 
one of ours, you know, from the 
’60s), the times they are a-chang-
ing.

Times... from pg. 14

percent so, while Pomona was 
just behind that, he called Po-
mona’s growth still “respect-
able.”

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
listed some of the “most incred-
ible institutions in the City of 
Pomona” including Fairplex, 
Casa Colina Hospital and Cen-
ters for Healthcare, Pomona 
Valley Hospital Medical Center, 
Western University of Health 
Sciences, and Cal Poly Univer-
sity Pomona.

“And we are honored to have 
these institutions in Pomona,” 
he said.  “We (all) want a clean 
city, we want a safe city, and we 
want good schools, and I have to 
say that our schools in Pomona 
are excellent schools.”

He added that residents of Po-
mona need to take “ownership” 
of their neighborhoods.

“We are working together to 
solve the very real issues that we 
collectively face,” he said.  “It’s 
going to happen because we’re 
willing to collaborate and have 
the hard conversations about 
how to move the city forward.”

He pointed to a recent joint 
bid by the city, Fairplex and 
Cal Poly to attract a new Ama-
zon secondary headquarters that 
would bring 50,000 jobs to the 

region, adding that the proposal 
shows Pomona has the people, 
the universities and the infra-
structure.

“We are at the nexus of tre-
mendous possibility but it would 
not have happened without col-
laboration,” he said.

On the subject of guns, Leyva 
said she is “proud to have an ‘f’ 
rating with the NRA (National 

“That doesn’t mean I don’t 
support the second amend-
ment,” she added.

And Rodriguez said Califor-
nia has one of the toughest laws 
on purchasing a gun and that 
mental health is a big part of it.

However, he said he learned 
that not many school districts in 
California have an active shoot-
er drill to protect both staff and 
students.

He said he introduced a bill 
(Assembly Bill 1747) that would 
require all school districts to de-
velop an active shooter drill so 
they will be prepared to respond.

Sandoval called on businesses 
and organizations to “adopt” 
sectors of Pomona, and added 
that in the coming year he will 
be working on a safety and park 
rangers program for clean and 
safe parks.

Legislative luncheon... from pg. 9

March 5, 1968, is a day that 
is still fresh in my memory.  It 
was the day high school students 
in East Los Angeles decided 
that enough was enough.  They 
wanted more than the mediocre 
education they were being of-

with inadequate and racist teach-
ers.  Students felt their future 
looked dim and they intended to 
do something about it. 

My uncle, Moctesuma Espar-
za, was a part of the 22,000 stu-
dents that started ‘la revolución’ 
that demanded they be treated 
fairly in these academic institu-
tions that were not meeting their 
needs. 

The schools were falling apart, 
and students were going without 
the proper educational tools to 
help them continue on to college.  
They were dismissed as the stu-
dents who were not deemed to be 
desirable college material. 

I was elated to watch this his-
toric event on television.  I could 
hardly wait to break the news to 
my parents.  I was proud of my 
uncle for his courage and com-
mitment to make things better 
for the Chicano community. 

I recall when this event oc-
curred and many events after 
it.  We were inspired to march 
in many protests after the Great 
Walkouts! 

My uncle, Moctesuma, was 
the one person who inspired me 

The day the Chicano movement was born

By Susie Perales
to step out and try to make sure 
that the Latino students in the 
school system were treated fair-
ly.  I wanted to make a difference 
in these young students’ lives.  I 
worked for the school district in 
our community for 29 years and 
spent 10 of those years helping 
students learn to read, write and 
speak English.  It was my pas-
sion. 

 When I worked there in the 
1970s it was still a battle to be 
a Mexican in a public school.  I 
got blacklisted as a trouble mak-
er.  I was a M.E.Ch.A. advisor 
and some of the faculty mem-
bers didn’t like the events we 
put on for the Hispanic students.  
A teacher initiated a ban on our 
traditional Cinco de Mayo fes-
tivities.  There was no longer a 
princess and her court.  We were 
no longer allowed to celebrate it 
as it might offend the other stu-
dents.  It brought back sad mem-
ories of my youth in elementary 
and high school. 

 I became one of the many 
high school dropouts of the 
’60s.  I was a student at Roos-
evelt High School.  However, 
my uncle, Moctesuma, and a few 
of the teachers I worked with in-
stilled in me the importance of 
getting a good education.  I went 
back to high school and earned 
my G.E.D. and continued on to 
college.  The walkout event also 

was the seed that sparked my 
eagerness to continue my educa-
tion. 

 I remember my dad was very 
angry with my uncle when he 
found out he was arrested during 
the walkouts.  He said, “pues que 
te parece tu tío, esta en la carcel 
y es un pachuco-comunista!”  I 
told my dad I agreed with the 

I made it clear to him that my tio 
was not a pachuco nor a comu-
nista.  My dad wasn’t too happy 
with my response.  He was fu-
rious when I went to Lincoln 
Park in East L.A. to watch Ce-
sar Chavez and Dolores Huerta 
speak.  If my dad knew today 
how far my uncle has come he’d 
be rolling in his sarape in his 
beloved Villa Hidalgo.  May he 
RIP. 

 My uncle was one of the 
founders of the Brown Berets.  I 
recall how much he cared about 
our Raza and education.  He was 
always focused on making sure 
he and his children had the best 
education possible.  He made it 
his mission in life to lift up our 
people and provide them with 
opportunities they normally 
wouldn’t have.  He’s opened 
doors for many Latinos in edu-
cation and in the entertainment 
world.  Moctesuma, mi tío, made 
major inroads to dispel the myths 

Chicano... pg. 18
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www.agriscapes.cpp.edu
 

4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

ANNUAL OPTIMIST ORATORICAL CONTEST

-

Students from three Pomona 
elementary schools will partici-
pate next month in the Conga 
Kids Dance Championship held 
at the Conga Room, Los Ange-
les’ renowned music and dance 
venue.

grade students from 35 schools 
throughout Los Angeles County 
will vie for the title of Conga 
Kids Spring Dance Champion 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, May 23, in Microsoft Square 
at the Conga Room at L.A. Live, 
800 W. Olympic Blvd., Los An-

Pomona students to participate in 
Conga Room dance competition in Los Angeles

geles, next to the Los Angeles 
Convention Center.

Students at Kingsley, Lexing-
ton and San Jose Elementary 
Schools will participate in the 
event.

of the Conga Room.
The dance curriculum helps 

develop students’ creative poten-
tial and sets a foundation of re-

leadership, according to a news 
release.

Dance styles will include 
Salsa, Tango, Fox Trot and oth-
ers.  Participating students will 
come from Los Angeles, Bev-
erly Hills, Lynwood, El Monte 
and Pomona.

The competition is open to the 
public.

Your ad here! 909-629-2292

Stephanie 
C a m p b e l l , 
honored last 
week at a 
gala at Padua 
Hills Theatre 
in Claremont 
as retiring 
founding ex-
ecutive di-
rector of Po-
mona’s Bright 
Prospect, told 

with 250 
guests that 
“everything 
that Bright 
Prospect has accomplished is a 
team effort.”

She and her late husband Trev-
or bought their house in Pomona 
in 1989.

She said in 2000, her cousin 
Eric Garen, president and found-
er of Bright Prospect, told her 
about a similar program in South 
Central Los Angeles that guided 
outstanding high school students 
to and through college.

She said Bright Prospect was 
born in 2002.

“Of all low-income students 
-

eration in their families to do so, 
only 11 percent graduate within 
six years,” Campbell said.  “For 
Bright Prospect, that statistic is 
85 percent.”

Instead of what would have 
been 65 students reaching their 
goal, some 435 young people 
in the community have earned a 
bachelor’s degree.

Garen, who introduced Camp-
bell, said it was Campbell and 

Stephanie Campbell honored by 
Bright Prospect at retirement gala

Elizabeth Zamora . . .                                                                     
. . . Incoming Executive Director

Eric Garen, at left, and Stephanie Campbell

her background as a high school 
teacher who “was a perfect per-
son to lead an organization like 
this.”

“She is the reason 1,200 Bright 
Prospect students from this com-
munity are at this minute attend-
ing college and working toward 
their degrees,” he said.

An anonymous donor at the 
event agreed to match dollar for 
dollar all contributions received 
at the event.

Also recognized at the event 
were Bright Prospect alumni 
who are working in the Inland 
Empire.
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For more information:  (626) 409-4960

Now three locations in Pomona to serve you!

2091 N. Towne Ave. (at La Verne Avenue)
Completely remodeled, open 24 hours (beginning Fall 2017)!

75 cents wash, free dry!

457 W. Holt Ave. (at Wisconsin Street)
Upgrades in progress!  Open 24 hours!

$1.50 wash, free dry!

744 E. Holt Ave. (at San Antonio Avenue)
Upgrades in progress!  Open 24 hours!
$1.25 wash, dry 25 cents for 20 minutes!

Clean, 

state-of-the-art, 

updated 

equipment!

THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY -- Representatives of the Kimberland Traveling Forge, 
whose motto is “Hand crafting our future by celebrating the past,” was on hand this month 

fashioned way.  The annual event features activities and workshops in rope making, hay 
baling, corn grinding and more, all to show the community how nearly everything we eat, 

innovative, model agricultural business and educational resource that builds awareness 

ciplines, and provides business incubator programs for the agriculture and food service 
industries.Kids at Spring in the Farm at Fairplex had an oppor-

tunity to try their hand at operating an old-fashioned 

with Fairplex, providing everything from exhibits and 
workshops to the hayride around the event.

Ben Clymer’s ‘The Body 
Shop’ looking for residents 

in need of a free car
Pomona’s Ben Clymer’s The Body Shop 

is looking for deserving applicants from the 
community in need of a free car as part of an 
annual free car give-away program.

The program is sponsored by Wawanesa 
Insurance and the City of Pomona.

This year’s special car presentation is 
scheduled for 11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 13, at 
Ben Clymer’s, 2607 N. Towne Ave., Pomona.

To submit a name of a deserving resident, 
call Michael Martinez, at (951) 543-7609, 
e-mail him at michael@benclymers.com, or 
download a Benevolence Car Donation ap-
plication at www.benclymers.com.

Girls to Pearls social club will 
host its 19th annual Spring Tea 
and scholarship brunch next 
month in Rialto.

Optional attire for young 
women attending the bonding 
event is hat and gloves, and a 
red carpet “best hat” contest is 

planned.
The event is scheduled for Sat-

urday, May 5, at the Bob Murphy 
County Community Day School, 
149 N. Arrowhead Ave., Rialto.

For more information, visit the 
web site at www.girlstopearls.
org.

Girls to Pearls that our young Latino children had no motivation to be-
come great by creating positive projects that would pro-
mote the many talents and skills that our young people 
have to offer this great country. 

He is my personal hero. He has always encouraged 
me to take risks whenever I doubted myself.  He was the 
reason, along with my compadre, Raymond Sosa, also a 
former Brown Beret, that I became a participant in Cesar 
Chavez’s cause for the farm workers. 

Those were exciting and fearful days.  I didn’t real-
ize back then how much of an impact the actions of these 
brave Chicanos would have for many of us today. 

Today that young man who walked out with his fellow 

Cinemas.  He is an award-winning movie producer.  He 
is the producer of such movies as Selena, Walkout, God’s 
and Generals, and the founder of Maya Pictures. 

Editor’s note:  Talks are continuing between Maya Cin-
emas and the City of Pomona on a proposal to build a 12- 
to 14-plex theater in Downtown Pomona.  Susie Perales is 
a resident of the Westmont area of Pomona.

Chicano... from pg. 16
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-
stand before heading over to the laser gun portion of the event.

 – 
Olympics competitors from some 30 coun
tries all over the world line up near the 
grandstand for the traditional Parade of 
Nations at opening ceremonies of the 2018 

cluded swimming, fencing, horseback rid
ing and a “laser” run.  It was the Pentath

Pentathlon was introduced to the world in 
the 5th Olympiad in Stockholm, Sweden, in 
1912.  While the original pentathlon events 
were modeled after skills needed by Greek 
soldiers at the time, the modern events are 
modeled after skills needed by a more mod
ern day cavalry behind enemy lines.

provided musical accompaniment for opening cer-
emonies at the Pentathlon again this year.

An athlete takes a shot with his laser gun after completing his run in the laser run 
competition at Fairplex.

-
-

ern Pentathlon.  He told them Fairplex has a 96-
year history in the City of Pomona and the region 
“and you all are a part of that now.”
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