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Boys and Girls Club goes independent, expands services to parents (see story pg. 5)

Pomona police are continuing 
to follow leads in their investiga-
tion of the death of an 8-year-old 
Pomona boy who was killed last 
month in an apparent drive-by 
shooting into a house as the com-
munity is remembering him as a 

energy and determined.

Investigation continuing in slaying of 8-year-old Jonah Hwang

was adopted from an orphan-
age in Taiwan and had been in 
this country for less than three 

-
let while having dinner with his 
parents and family friends – mar-
ried school teachers with two 

to authorities -- in a home in the 
1100 block of West 11th Street in 
Pomona.

He was taken by ambulance 
to an area hospital where he was 

Pomona police.
“We want people to know that 

what they are seeing on the six 

o’clock news does not repre-
sent what Pomona is and who 

-

Avenue Community Church.
His comments came four days 

after the slaying at a community 
candlelight vigil on the steps of 
Pomona’s Sacred Heart Church 
only blocks away from the 
shooting on 11th Street.

-
trict is hard at work to make 
sure that students graduate with 

buy a car – and the school dis-
trict is making progress using 
tactics ranging from its “culture 

-
-

increase that number of students 
-

last month at the district’s second 
-

dress at Pomona’s Village Con-

Superintendent presents annual ‘State of the District’ address, says 

have about 37 percent of our stu-
dents that graduate from Pomona 
that move on to college and con-

“We need to increase that 

for those that choose not to go 

that they have jobs that they can 
actually live after their parents’ 

He said the school district also 
wants to increase parent support.

“We want to ensure that our 

to increase college knowledge 

Participating with 
-

bers of Pomona Pastors 
in Prayer representing 
churches throughout 

Pomona Mayor Tim 

members of the Pomo-
-

semblymember Fred-

also lives just down the 

Chief Paul Capraro 
and others.

More than 200 mem-
bers of the community 
and virtually every ma-
jor television station 

out for the vigil that resulted in 
the temporary closing of South 
Hamilton Boulevard in front of 
the church.

Standing together 
for the family

“We’re here tonight to stand 
-

Bruyne said.  “They aren’t here 

shooting.



tonight but we want to spiritually 
embrace them.  We want them to 
know that we care.  We are also 
here tonight to stand and say to-

“We also stand together to-
-

tinued.  “We are grateful that 
violence has subdued in our city 
but one is too many.  And tonight 

a “tragic occasion that brings 
sadness once again to the city of 

He questioned why this is hap-

people be taken away from our 

city by these senseless acts of 

“It takes all of us to come to-
-
-

Sandoval thanked the commu-
nity for the “outpouring of love 
and prayers not only from the 
local area but from all over the 

He said when he heard of the 
incident he was shocked.

-

an act he called “heinous and 

“But then I am reminded of the 
Hwang family who made a com-

said.  “That is the core of who 

Jonah... from pg. 1

Pomona.

‘Not who we are 
as a community’

“This is not who we are as a 

“This cowardly act does not de-
-

us is the Hwangs 
and the work they 
have done in our 
city.  That’s who we 

“We must con-
tinue to ensure that 

the environment 

they need to prosper and suc-

city is with you and to the fam-
Jonah... pg. 4





O B S E R V I N G 
BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH -- Pomona 
City Councilmember 
Adriana Robledo 

-
cate of recognition 
to Pastor Lewis W. 
Young, Sr., at Po-

Church last month 
during an annual 
black history pro-
gram at the church.  
The program, which 
included a perfor-
mance by the Sanc-
tuary Choir entitled “Never forget your past while marching forward,” celebrated 
African-American achievements in Pomona and across the United States.  February 
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ily... we want you to know that 
we are here for you.”

Police Chief Capraro said he 
was there as chief but also as a 
member of the community.

“Everybody that is wearing a 
uniform . . . is here because we 
ache,” he said.  “It is unaccept-
able that anyone is murdered 
in our city.  However, when an 
8-year-old is murdered, it truly 
hurts.”

He called for persons with 
information to come forward 
“because somebody knows what 
happened here... somebody 
knows who did this.”

Pomona City Councilmember 
Adriana Robledo said that “poor 
Jonah has been robbed of many 
milestones.”

“But perhaps the milestone 
that he will bring to our city is 
helping us accomplish a peace, a 
peace that is desperately needed 
here,” Robledo said before ask-
ing Pomona City Councilmem-
ber Ginna Escobar to join her in 
praying together in Spanish.

Adam Donner, pastor of 
Pomona’s First Presbyterian 
Church where Jonah attended 
services with his family, called 
Jonah an “exuberant spirit” who 
was “adventurous, full of life 
and joy and fearless.”

“Jonah was a boy that we 
never needed to worry about,” 
he said.  “Despite no knowledge 
of English upon his arrival (in 
this country), Jonah became the 
top reader in his class within 26 
months.”

He said Jonah was giving and 
loved his school, his community 
and his church.  (He was a stu-
dent at Pomona’s Cortez Math 
& Science Magnet School which 
he attended with his brother Mi-

cah.)
‘We want for our city 

justice and safety’
“We miss him more than words 

can express,” Donner said.  “We 
hope that despite this tragedy, 
Jonah’s life can bring unity and 
healing to our city.  We want for 
our city justice and safety.  We 
believe in our city and we hope 
you do too.”

Speaking at a memorial ser-
vice this month at Pomona’s 
Purpose Church attended by 
several hundred people, Jonah’s 
uncle Joe Hwang read a state-
ment from Jonah’s grandfather 
that said perhaps because of the 
incident the community would 
learn of the spirit of giving to 
others so that the death of “our 
little martyr will not be in vain.”

Hwang said his 

full of energy and de-
termined.

“He knew he was 
loved,” he said.  “While 
Jonah was with us for 
too short a time, you 
guys (Jonah’s parents 
Johnny and Karen) 
gave him more than a 
lifetime of love.”

“He felt belong-
ing, he felt comfort,” 
Hwang said.

Guests had been 
encouraged to attend 
the memorial service 
dressed as “super he-
roes” and to bring su-

to the church in honor 
of Jonah’s love for the 

adventure characters and 
their movies.

A scholarship fund has 
been set up in honor of Jo-
nah at gofundme.com and 
donations in his honor can 
be made at pomonahope.
org.

An active investigation 
by Pomona police homi-
cide detectives is continu-
ing, although Chief Capra-
ro told La Nueva Voz at the 
candlelight vigil that there 
had been no early leads and 
there was no known motive 
in the case.

“Most of these, I can 
point to something and say 
this contributed to this in-
cident,” Capraro said.  “I 
can’t do that yet on this 
one.  And I emphasize yet be-

The Pomona Police Depart-
ment and the City of Pomona last 

month posted a $20,000 reward 
for information leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of the person 
or persons responsible.

And the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors, on a mo-
tion this month by Supervi-
sor Hilda Solis, established a 
$10,000 reward, bringing the 
total to $30,000.

“This is an unacceptable crime 
that claimed the life of an in-
nocent 8-year-old boy,” Solis 
said.  “My hope is that through 
this reward and the efforts of 
the Pomona Police Department 
someone will come forward with 
more information and help us 
bring an end to this.”

Anyone with information re-
garding the incident is encour-
aged to contact the Pomona 
Police Department at (909) 620-

2085.  To report information 
anonymously, contact “Crime 
Stoppers” at (800) 222-TIPS 
(8477).

REMEMBERING JONAH -- 

-

Church in memory of Jo-

Pomona City Council-
members Ginna Esco-
bar, at left, and Adriana 
Robledo join in prayer in 

Jonah... from pg. 2

Western University of Health Sci-
ences President Dr. Daniel Wilson, 

address this month, offered a mes-
sage of inclusion, celebration and 
collaboration to sustain and expand 
the university as the nation’s most 
nimble, innovative and audacious 
graduate health sciences university.

Wilson took over last July 1 as 
the second president of Pomona’s 
Western University and has spent 
time evaluating the school’s re-

sources.
He said based on that he “can 

begin to delineate some of our 
strengths, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties and threats, and perhaps more 
importantly, begin to envision far-
ther shores beyond our already 
bright horizons.”

Wilson said the university’s spe-
cial culture and tremendous growth 
is a sign of the stewardship and vi-
sion of President Emeritus Philip 
Pumerantz who founded the institu-

tion in 1977.
“For us to have attained the 

heights the university now enjoys, 
and yet to be on only its second 
president, says much about the 
foresight of the founders and the 
founding vision and values that un-
derlie our mission,” Wilson said.  “I 
think it’s a testament to all involved 
in this university that things are 
in such good operating condition.  
The university is in good shape and 
that’s remarkable.”

‘State of the University’ address, says university is in good shape
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The Board of Directors of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Pomona 

-
nancial crisis over the past two 
years and now threatened with 
merger mandates from its na-
tional organization – has decided 
to go independent and break all 
ties with its parent organization 
after 64 years both to ensure lo-
cal control of the organization 
and to expand its services to be-
come more of a club that serves 
the entire family.

Changes will go into effect 
next month, when the transition 
is complete, under a new name, 
the Youth and Family Club of 
Pomona Valley, although the 
sign on the building will still say 
“The Club.”

Board President Steve John-
son said Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America is requiring clubs ev-
erywhere to merge with neigh-
boring clubs in order to share 
“backroom procedures,” admin-
istrative staff and otherwise real-
ize cost savings.

Club Executive Director Vic-
tor Caceres said clubs in cities 
like El Monte and Sacramento 
similarly have opted to shift to 
more of a family center concept 
of operation, and Johnson said 
Pomona was moving in that di-
rection anyway.  However, the 
club in South Central Los Ange-
les just signed off on the merger, 
he added.

According to Caceres, there 
were 28 Boys and Girls Clubs 

in Los Angeles County in 2010, 
compared to only 25 today due 
to the forced mergers.  He said 
national hopes to end up with be-
tween seven and 10 in the next 

-
dation effort.

The move to go independent 
here does not appear to be pri-

club is certainly looking into 
new ways to generate revenue.

“We’re always struggling, we 
always have been, but I would 
say in the last year, last two 
years, it’s gotten really hard on 
us,” Johnson said.

He said the club is working on 
developing a new fundraiser, but 
with the YMCA no longer oper-
ating in Pomona (there is a day 
care operation here but facilities 
have been combined with loca-
tions in Diamond Bar), he said 
the club is “about the only orga-
nized youth club in Pomona.”

It costs about $670,000 a year 
to keep the doors open, or closer 
to $500,000 on a “bare bones” 
basis, Johnson said.

And according to Caceres, 
national dues, which are based 
on a percentage, are only about 
$6,000 a year, so there’s no real 
savings there from going inde-
pendent.

Providing after school 
programs for kids

“It’s programs that the com-
munity needs, especially for our 
kids that have no place to go af-
ter school,” Johnson added.

He said the YMCA used to 
offer its latch-key after school 
program.

“We’ve had that forever, 
that’s the purpose of the club is 
to have a safe haven where they 
can do their homework, receive 
tutoring, extra help with educa-
tion and (have) organized recre-
ation,” Johnson said.

the California Secretary of State 
for the name change – continu-
ing as a 501(c)(3) organization 
– and the new sign will go up as 
soon as the board decides on a 
new logo.

Then what changes will the 
community see down the road?

Caceres said he expects to 
stay on as executive director, al-
though the board is looking into 
a reorganization, reviewing staff 
positions, numbers of staffers 
and associated pay scales, John-
son said.

Will a “rainmaker” be a part of 

fundraising effort?
Johnson said the board has 

considered that and is looking at 
other approaches as well.

“We need to develop and ex-
pand our board of directors,” he 
said.  “We need some movers 
and shakers in the community.”

The club owns all of its prop-
erty and buildings with two 
exceptions including the gym, 
which is owned by the City of 

Pomona and leased back for a 
nominal rate on a 99-year lease.  
The other exception is the one 
church building located in the 
center of the parking lot.

And the facilities side of the 
equation seems to be pretty good 
– both the gym and the pool have 
been refurbished recently.

Continuing to serve kids 
who need the club the most
According to Caceres, one of 

the club’s key points of pride is 
that it manages to continue to 
serve the kids who need the club 
the most – whether they can af-
ford to pay for it or not, unlike 
a YMCA model which, he said, 
generally involves straight fees 
for services.

And that philosophy of service 
will carry over into the new or-
ganization.

Instead of relinquishing as-
sets and giving up local control, 
Caceres said, the Pomona club 
board preferred to go the other 
way and expand services to 
families – all while staying away 
from a requirement to adopt the 
YMCA’s fee-based business 
model.

“We’ve always distinguished 
ourselves by being accessible by 
all kids,” Caceres said.  “We’re 
trying to keep our mission alive 
by providing services to the fam-
ily as well.”

The club will retain programs 
for the kids but will add more 

programming and classes for 
their parents.

In fact, the club is already 
asking parents what type of pro-
grams they want, he said, and 
answers they are getting back 
range from English classes to, 
surprisingly, Spanish classes, as 
well as computer technology and 
even classes in dealing with a re-
bellious child.

The classes will be phased in 
beginning next month and, true 
to the club’s roots, all will be ei-
ther free or available for a nomi-
nal cost.

Caceres said plans are already 
in place for generating revenue, 
including renting out the fa-
cilities.  That gym, for example, 
now will be available for any-
thing from a basketball tourna-
ment to a quinceañera.

Then does the crystal ball 
show good things for the future?

“I am very optimistic,” John-
son said.  “The actions the 
board’s going to be taking and 
plans that we’re developing are 
looking good.”

The transition into next 
month’s changeover was placed 
into motion by board action last 
September.

The club, founded in 1964, is 
located at 1420 S. Garey Ave., 
Pomona.  For more information, 
call the club at (909) 242-1110 or 
visit the web site at www.bgcpv.
org.

Pomona Boys and Girls Club goes independent after 64 years 
to avoid merger mandate amid plans to expand service to include parents

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available for the Pomona 
Chamber of Commerce annual 
“Legislative Luncheon” sched-
uled for next month at the Shera-
ton Fairplex Conference Center, 
providing an opportunity to hear 
directly from California’s legis-
lators on issues impacting the lo-
cal community.

The event, which each year 

levels of local, county, state and 
federal government, will be held 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 21.

Cost is $60 for members and 
$70 for non-members.

Included will be a panel dis-

cussion, a questions and answers 
session and an opportunity to 

stakeholders invested in the Po-
mona Valley.

Guests are encouraged to sub-
mit their questions for the pan-
elists in advance by e-mailing 
them for consideration to fraus-
to.erica@pomonachamber.org.

For more information, contact 
the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce at (909) 622-1256.

Date set next month for Pomona 
Chamber ‘Legislative Luncheon’

Ask about our low rates 
for inserting your 

menu in La Nueva Voz.
(909) 629-2292
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said.  “We want to increase the 
understanding of how to navi-

to get from K-12 into a univer-
sity.”

To help make that possible, he 
said the district wants to trans-
form schools into 21st century 
learning environments.

This will include parent en-
gagement, and will keep the cul-
ture student-centered with a fo-
cus on continuous improvement.

“Our plan is to continuously 
improve and do what is best with 
the current information that we 
have,” Martinez said, all to help 
achieve readiness for college and 
careers.

“We are also counting on our 
parents as an asset to our school 
district,” along with caregivers if 
students live in foster homes or 
group homes.

“We want to make sure that we 
engage them and we empower 
them to be that powerful partner 
that we need in our system,” he 
said, explaining this will make it 
possible to transform the schools 
to “ensure that the ecology and 
the anatomy of our schools are 
complete.”

Expanding parent
involvement

He said the district already has 
expanded parent leads through-
out the district, with about 120 
parents attending meetings 
monthly, and the district’s “site 

parent centers” have expanded 
and currently are in place at more 
than 20 of the 40 school sites as 
a central location where parents 
can both learn and support the 
schools.

In another parent area, he said 
the district currently boasts of 
having more than 500 parents 
who have graduated from a par-
ent leadership training through 
PTA, or Parent Teacher Associa-
tions.

The district also supports par-
ent advisory councils which 
meet regularly to get involved in 
the process of determining how 
available funds are spent at the 
local level.

And school site councils are 
very active and providing con-
tinuous training so parents can 
help administrators and teachers 
make the best decisions for the 
school sites.

“So again we thank our par-
ents for being part of that leader-
ship group,” Martinez said.

He also said booster clubs in 
the high schools are making a 
difference covering gaps that the 
school district can’t fund.

Turning to early education, 
Martinez pointed out that as 
much as 48 percent of the stu-
dent body is “pre-kindergarten” 
and “pre-school” eligible while 
40 percent are not attending pre-
school.

“We want to make sure they’re 

ready,” he said, referring to his 
priority of getting kids in pre-
school so they’ll be better pre-
pared to keep up and do well in 
school.

He said the district is expand-
ing the dual immersion school 
program which now includes 
three schools offering an oppor-
tunity to learn in both English 
and Spanish or in both English 
and Mandarin.

And he said the district has the 
ability through surveys to obtain 
student feedback on how things 
are going.  He added that the dis-
trict is working on a Gallup pub-
lic opinion poll that will survey 
the kids by this fall, grabbing a 
snapshot of how students per-

ceive their future and how they 
feel about school.
Technology in the classrooms

In addition, the district is 
working on making its facilities 
“21st century-ready,” starting 
with the schools that need imme-
diate attention with technology 
capabilities.

He said as innovation comes in 
“we want to be ready for that,” 
so classrooms will be equipped 
to enable students to access in-
formation.

Martinez thanked the voters 
for approving Measure P in No-
vember as a $300 million bond 
measure for facilities and tech-

nology with $50 million of that 
going straight to technology and 
the rest for facility upgrades over 
the next 10 years.

In the area of community part-
ners, he cited everything from 
Harvey Mudd College in Clare-
mont and their tutoring program 
to internships at Pomona Valley 
Hospital Medical Center, a pro-
gram at Fairplex where a group 
of student leaders is helping out, 
and the district’s “Footsteps-
2Brilliance” literacy program, 
launched last year as an early 
learning literacy app and provid-
ing free on-line reading support 

State of the District... from pg. 1

RECOGNIZED BY POMONA UNIFIED
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Do you have a news story? 
We want to hear from you or your organization.

Send your news tips to reneebarbee7@gmail.com

New Fairplex President and 
CEO Miguel Santana and more 
than 70 members of the commu-
nity kicked off a comprehensive 
planning process for Fairplex 
last week – one that is expected 
to continue with community 
meetings for the rest of the year 
– all to develop a roadmap and 
vision of what Fairplex will look 
like some 10, 20 and 30 years in 
the future.

Participating in the Fairplex 
“Strategic Planning Process” 

-
rounding communities, repre-
sentatives of community organi-

District, Cal Poly University Po-
mona, neighbors of the Fairplex 
campus, Fairplex staff members, 
Board members, Association 
members and others.

The goal is to complete the 

document for a revised “strate-
gic vision” for Fairplex, along 
with the development of goals to 
guide the updated vision.

“The Fairplex is multi-facet-
ed,” Santana said, and the pieces 

the best thinking of that particu-
lar time.

He explained the “very core 
of our mission is, of course, the 
Fair.”

But over time, he added, Fair-
plex has become a lot more than 
the Fair.

“We intentionally made this 
process collaborative because 
each one of your voices matter,” 
he told the group meeting at the 
Sheraton Fairplex Conference 
Center.

The opening session got under 
way with a round of introduc-
tions in which participants were 
asked to share their favorite 
memories of Fairplex.

“I like the way it was summa-
rized that this is the place that 
makes people happy,” Santana 
said, adding that agriculture and 
commerce have always been a 
key part of the mission, making 
Fairplex a gathering place for 
residents of Southern California 
to share their gifts and talents.

He said the collaboration pro-
cess will involve stakeholders, 

-
bors in the effort to further build 
community and strengthen the 
economy for those who live, 
work, play and learn at Fairplex.

Strategic guiding principles 
will include everything from 

to strengthening the neighbor-

strength and sustainability.
The next meeting of the col-

Year-long community planning process for updated ‘strategic vision’ begins at Fairplex

laborative is scheduled for April 
11 and will cover education, 
craft skill development, agricul-
ture and food.
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FLOORING MATERIAL SALE!!!!!

CARPET WHOLESALE, INC.
1614 S. RESERVOIR ST.
POMONA, CA 91766
(909) 455-0180

CERAMIC TILE ---------------- .59 cent sq ft
MOLDING -------------------- .13 cent sq ft
COUNTER TOPS (QUARTZ) --- $189.00 per piece
VINYL PLANK ----------------- .50 cent sq ft
CARPET REMNANT ------------- .22 cent sq ft
LAMINATE WPC --------------- .50 cent sq ft

   CONTRACTORS WELCOME!

The 25th annual Ohlone 
“Big Time” Gathering and 
Pow Wow, a weekend of Na-
tive American culture, dancing, 
music, arts and crafts, foods 
and more, is scheduled for 
April 28 through April 30 in 
Pomona’s Tony Cerda Park at 
Grand and Park Avenues.

Fashion and jewelry items 

Native American ‘Pow Wow’ returns to Pomona’s Tony Cerda Park
also will be on sale at vendor 
booths.

Hours are 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sat-
urday and 10 a.m. to dusk on 
Sunday.

For information, contact 
(909) 623-7889 and for exhibi-
tors information, contact (760) 
953-7010.

OPEN MON – SAT
 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

COME VISIT US SOON!

SHOWROOM HOURS
6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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READY FOR SOME BASEBALL! THROWING OUT 
THE FIRST PITCH 
-- Pomona Mayor Tim 

since his election to 

-
los Goytia, a Three 
Valleys Municipal Wa-

-

NEVER TOO YOUNG! 

-

-

-
-
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MASTER: FRANK GONZALES, JR.
6TH DEGREE BLACK BELT

“WORLD TAEKWONDO FEDERATION TRAINED MASTER INSTRUCTOR”

Teaching Physical Fitness
Self-Protection 

for you and your family
“Training for a Balanced Life”

1460 E. Holt Ave., Room 15, Bldg. 3
Pomona, CA 91767-5835

The Village @ Indian Hill
1-888-TKD4USA • (909) 979-7473

M-W-F    3:30 - 7:30 PM

U.S.A. FIT FORCE TAEKWONDO, INC.

Olympic Taekwondo Training

$99
For 9 Weeks

REGULARLY $10 PER CLASS DONATION

Pomona’s Beth Brooks this 
month was named “Woman of 
the Year 2017” for the 52nd As-
sembly District by Assembly-
member Freddie Rodriguez.

And for that reason and more, 
we decided she’d be perfect for 
this month’s “Pomona’s Spot-
light... Making a Difference” 
column.

“During Women’s History 
Month, it is more important 
now than ever we highlight the 
lives and stories of the powerful 
women that make our commu-
nities better every day,” Rodri-
guez said.  “Elizabeth is an ex-
traordinary mother, dedicated to 

“I couldn’t think of a more ap-
propriate and deserving woman 
to recognize this year,” Rodri-
guez added.  “It was a plea-
sure to have Elizabeth and her 
daughter (Mary Brooks) at the 
State Capitol, highlighting her 
work and accomplishments.”

Brooks and her daughter 

the Assembly.  She was recog-
nized in her introduction to the 

Assembly as a single mother of 
two, a cancer survivor and an 
active community volunteer in 
Pomona.

And she was recognized as 
a “role model in Pomona” who 

to volunteerism.”
In his letter to the Legisla-

tive Women’s Caucus, the group 
sponsoring the Women of the 
Year event each year, Rodri-
guez said Brooks is a native of 
Pomona where “she was born 
into a family dedicated to phil-
anthropic work.”

“Elizabeth has continued the 
spirit of seeking to promote the 
welfare of others throughout her 
lifetime,” Rodriguez added.

Volunteerism and service to 
the Pomona Kiwanis began with 
Brooks’ grandfather, father, 
brother and, later, her son.  

“Elizabeth followed in her 
family’s footsteps and joined 
the Pomona Rotary where she 
currently serves as President,” 
Rodriguez said in the letter.

In 1978, she took the lead role 
of running the family business, 
Brooks Property Management, 

where she manages more than 
100 rental properties.

She serves as a “member at 
large” for the Pilgrim Congre-
gational Church Council, she is 
a board member and past chair 
of Fairplex Friends, and serves 
as a member of the L.A. County 
Fair’s Pomona Day Committee.

“Elizabeth raised two beauti-
ful children, Jason and Mary, 
as a single mother,” Rodriguez 
added.  “She taught them to 
have her passion for giving back 
to the community by always 
paying it forward.”

In 2012, Brooks “coura-
geously battled breast cancer,” 
Rodriguez said, and throughout 
that battle managed to organize 
fundraisers and projects.  At one 
of her most recent fundraisers, 
Pomona Rotary’s “Hot August 
Night,” she raised $19,000 ben-

Colina Hospital and Centers for 
Healthcare.

Also recently, she helped co-
ordinate a fundraiser for an in-

-
cer and within a week and a half 

family.
“Elizabeth is a shining ex-

ample of someone who will do 
whatever needs to be done to 
accomplish a goal and pay it 
forward,” Rodriguez said.

During her visit to Sacramen-
to, Brooks toured the Capitol, 
had lunch with fellow Women 
of the Year from throughout the 
state and, of course, was hon-
ored and recognized on the As-

Congratulations, Beth, and 
thank you from the entire com-
munity for all you do for the 
City of Pomona.  You truly de-
serve your place in Pomona’s 
spotlight where you are making 
a difference.

Editor’s Note: “Pomona’s 
Spotlight” is a regular feature 
focusing the spotlight of Po-
mona on an individual who has 
made a contribution to the im-
age, betterment and growth of 
the greater Pomona community. 
Suggestions for future candi-
dates to be considered may be 
submitted to La Nueva Voz by 
e-mail or through the comments 
section at www.lanuevavoz.net.

-

Call 



POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION HOLDS HEARTBEAT 

-
-
-

a cardiac patient at the hospital after suffer-
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-
gas” Heartbeat Gala presented by the Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center 
Foundation.

Reggie Webb and Frank Garcia catch up on the news during 
-

tion Heartbeat Gala.LA VERNE MAYOR DON KENDRICK CHATS WITH GUESTS 

-

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center Foundation Board 
President Dr. M. Hellen Rodriguez, at left, a perinatologist at 
the hospital, chats with hospital customer service representa-

Ask about our low rates for inserting your 

income taxes
Students from Cal Poly Uni-

versity Pomona are offering free 
help with income tax preparation 
for taxpayers earning $54,000 or 
less in time for this year’s April 

Students will be working from 
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 25, 
April 1 and April 8 at the Boys 
and Girls Club of Pomona Val-
ley, 1420 S. Garey Ave., Po-
mona; from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
March 25 and April 1 at the Po-
mona Public Library; and from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 1 at the 
West Covina Library, 1601 W. 
Covina Parkway, West Covina.
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to anyone in the school district 
boundaries at www.myf2b.com/
register/pomona.  The program 
prepares students so they will be 
reading by the time they get to 
kindergarten, although it is also 
available for adults.

Martinez said the process is 
working and boasted that gradu-
ating seniors districtwide last 
year received more than $25 
million in scholarships with $16 
million at one school alone – Po-
mona’s Diamond Ranch High 
School.

He hopes to increase the num-
ber of scholarship dollars and the 
number of students graduating 
from high school.

Part of that will be through the 
process of talent development, or 
identifying the heroes and creat-
ing the champions for the chil-
dren – identifying the district’s 
best and brightest.

And he encouraged young peo-
ple to get their resumes in since 
25 to 28 percent of the employee 
population is over 58 years old, 
which means that over the next 
two years a lot of people are go-
ing to be leaving the system.

He said the district’s culture of 
excellence is not only throughout 
the district but extends into the 
community.

“We want to ensure that our 
students are doing well, feeling 
well about where they go,” he 
said.

Part of this will include keep-
ing the campus grounds safe and 
clean and will even evolve into a 
program of hanging banners with 
the names of high school gradu-
ates going on to college along the 

-
try point to the city.

Showcasing 
‘best and brightest’

“We want to showcase our 
best, our brightest, and so that 
everyone that comes from Clare-
mont, Chino, Ontario, Montclair, 
Walnut Valley, they’re going to 
be able to see that guess what, 
our kids are heading to the exact 
same institutions your kids are 
attending,” Martinez said.

He said his focus now is on 
college completion since stu-
dents are doing well when it 

“We need to make sure that 

persistence in college after year 
one that our students have that 
opportunity,” he said, and he 
added that the district is working 
with local colleges to “make sure 
that that pipeline is not broken 
after year one in college.”

But at the district level, things 
are looking good – suspension 
rates, dropout rates and expul-
sion rates are down and the dis-
trict is working to improve math 
and English scores.

Deputy Supt. Stephanie Baker 
wrapped it all up by saying the 
three “pillars” – talent develop-
ment, community engagement 
and a mindset of a distinguished 
culture of excellence “together 
make the fourth which is student 
success.”

“Success does start here, and 
it starts because of many things,” 
Baker said, listing as one “the 
collaboration that we have with 
our union.”

-
dent Jason Rothman introduced 
the evening’s presentation, call-
ing it “an opportunity to remind 
and relate our progress to our 
community stakeholders.”

State of the District... from pg. 6

SPRINT RECOGNIZED AS COMMUNITY PARTNER -- Daciena Green, center, Public 
Sector Account Manager for Education and Local Government for Sprint, is honored by 

-
trict.  A Sprint team -- led by Sprint Southern California Regional President Kevin Kunkel 
himself -- recently donated 500 free mobile hotspot devices to students at three Pomona 

-

on improving early learning -- and even adult -- reading skills in the school district.

DINNER WITH THE KING

-

Saturday, April 29, from 8 am to 3 p.m.
Sábado, 29 de Abril de 8 am a 3 pm

Huge Rummage Sale
Gran Venta de Artículos Usados

Pilgrim Congregational Church
600 N. Garey Ave.

Pomona

909-982-6384

Snack Bar Open All day • Plenty of Parking
Puesto de Refrigerios Todo el Día • Amplio Estacionamiento
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Estamos solicitando personal 
para limpieza de casas. 
Debe tener experiencia. 

Contar con carro y aseguranza. 

Ven en persona a aplicar: 
Merry Maids 

9587 Arrow Rte 
Rancho Cucamonga 

909-987-0103

Se Solicita Ayuda
Merry Maids!

A new trauma center at Po-
mona Valley Hospital Medical 
Center, which recently received 
its long-awaited “Adult Level II 
Trauma Center” designation, of-

kind in the San Gabriel Valley, 
making it possible for victims 
of car accidents, falls and other 
severe, traumatic injuries to re-
ceive life-saving treatment right 
here in Pomona.

Previously, trauma patients 
had been transported more than 
25 miles – and up to 30 minutes 
by ambulance and helicopter – 
away for treatment.

“This is a wonderful asset 
-

since joining the (Los Angeles) 
County Board of Supervisors,” 
said Supervisor Hilda Solis.  
“Patients in need of critical care 
can now have access to top-tier 
medical staff and emergency ser-
vices.”

She added that emergencies 
in the area now will be rapidly 
addressed by newly-recruited 

New trauma center opens at Pomona Valley Hospital, prevents need to transport patients 25 miles away for treatment

hospital.
Solis introduced a motion 

to re-establish the “Pre-Trauma 
Center Designation Agreement,” 
a major step toward getting the 
new trauma center opened.

She cited studies that have 
indicated that treatment of se-
vere injuries at a trauma center 
improves a patient’s chances of 
survival by 25 percent.

And, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control, traumatic 
bodily injuries is the leading 
cause of death for people ages 1 
to 44.

“The hospital’s trauma cen-
ter designation is a tremendous 
achievement,” said hospital 
President and CEO Rich Yo-
chum.  “The Los Angeles Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, our 
business and community leaders 
and hospital team worked tire-
lessly over the past two years to 
bring expert trauma care back to 
the region.”

“We all share a deep com-

mitment to ensuring the health 
care needs of our community are 
met,” he added.

“In a trauma situation, time 
to treatment can literally mean 
life or death,” said Dr. Michael 
Jimenez, trauma medical direc-
tor for the hospital.  “With the 
addition of the state-of-the-art 
trauma center, we can now de-
liver appropriate and immediate 
treatment to trauma victims close 
to home.”

While the trauma center is 
not designated to treat pediat-
ric trauma patients, it will never 

said.  Pediatric trauma patients 
that arrive at the hospital will be 
stabilized in the emergency de-
partment trauma bay or operat-
ing room and then be transported 
to a pediatric intensive care unit.

The emergency department is 
approved for pediatrics and re-
quires all emergency department 
nurses to have additional pediat-
ric training.

In addition to treating trauma 
patients, the hospital is imple-
menting an injury prevention 
program to educate the commu-
nity in an effort to decrease the 
incidence of trauma.

The opening of the trauma 

center resulted in the addition of 
about 140 new health care jobs 
to the region.

The trauma center is expected 
to deliver care to about 1,400 pa-
tients each year.

It is equipped with eight re-
cently recruited trauma sur-
geons, 23 additional beds, a two-
bed trauma bay in an expanded 
emergency department in the 
hospital and a 12-bed trauma in-
tensive care unit.  A helipad for 
aerial transports is in the stages 
of completion atop a new multi-
level parking structure located 
immediately outside the hospital 
emergency entrance.

Pictured are the new trauma bays and all of the associated state-of-the-art equip-
ment in the newly designated trauma center at Pomona Valley Hospital Medical 
Center which opened this month.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERVISORS RECOGNIZE POMONA VALLEY HOSPI-
 -- Members of the Los Angeles County Board of Su-

pervisors recognized Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center during a board meeting in 

from left, are Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger; Claremont Mayor Sam 

-

trauma medical director.

‘Spring on the Farm’ 
egg hunt for kids set 

for April 8 at Cal Poly
AGRIscapes at Cal Poly 

University Pomona will host a 
“Spring on the Farm” egg hunt 
next month with attractions in-
cluding a hay ride, a visit to the 
children’s garden and an oppor-
tunity to pet farm animals and 
just come out to the farm.

Check-in for the egg hunt be-
gins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
8, at the AGRIscapes center, lo-
cated next to the Farm Store at 
Cal Poly, at 4102 S. University 
Drive, Pomona.

Children will be divided into 
two groups by height and taller 
kids will start their egg hunt at 
10:15 a.m., followed by smaller 
kids at 10:45 a.m. as they search 

prizes.
The egg hunt is free.  Danny’s 

Farm, the children’s garden and 
the hayride all have minimum 
admission charges ranging from 
$2 to $4.

For more information, contact 
agriscapesinfo@cpp.edu or call 
(909) 869-6722.
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Hope & Hurdles
By Evy Schuman

Some 111 international ath-
letes from 23 participating 
countries brought a taste of the 
Olympics to Pomona last month 

-
tathlon’s 2017 World Cup 1.

The pentathlon – which has 
its roots in the ancient Olympic 
Games in 708 BC – now in-
cludes competition in fencing, 
swimming, horse riding, run-

step on a four-year competitive 
program that leads all the way 
to the Olympic Summer Games 
2020 in Tokyo.

“We’re pleased to have you 
here with us today to experience 
world class sporting events,” 
said Dr. Mike Ortiz, Los Angeles 
County Fair Association Board 
Chair, during opening ceremo-
nies just outside The Farm at 
Fairplex.  “Having the Modern 

Pentathlon World Cup here will 

most memorable experiences for 
us, our guests, the region and, 
we hope, all the athletes.”

Typical Olympics pageantry at 
the opening ceremonies included 
both the raising of the Olympics 

of nations,” with the interna-
tional athletes joined by athletes 
of the Pomona Valley Chapter of 
the Special Olympics.

“Southern California loves the 
Olympics movement,” said Fair-
plex President and CEO Miguel 
Santana.  “It is in our blood and it 
is in our history, and that is why 
we are so proud to be hosting the 
Modern Pentathlon.” 

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
welcomed the athletes with his 
own congratulations.

“I know you put a tremen-
dous amount 
of time and 
effort into 
the work 
that you do 
and to those 
visitors from 
the U.S. and 
from all over 
the world, 
welcome to 
the City of 
Pomona,” he 
said.

Dr. Klaus 
Schormann, 
president of 
the Interna-
tional Union 

of Modern Pentath-
lon, welcomed the 
athletes to what he 
called the beginning 
of the new season of 
the Olympic games.

“I wish all of you 
at this beginning of 
the next cycle for the 
2020 Olympic Games 
Tokyo that all of you 
in the next years, you 
can perform and can 

year in the best way 
to your teams to rep-
resent your national 
federation,” Schor-
mann said.

The late Gen. 
George Patton, who 
long before the height 
of his well-known 
military career com-

Modern Pentathlon 
in 1912 in Stockholm, Sweden, 

-
ed into the Hall of Fame at the 
Fairplex ceremonies.

Accepting the award on be-
half of Patton was Army Col. 
J. Love, following his introduc-
tion to the accompaniment of 
the theme song from the movie 
“Patton.”

Love, who serves as an of-

did Patton, thanked the Mod-
ern Pentathlon for “bestowing 
this distinguished honor on an 
American hero and a soldier 
(and) athlete.”

Love pointed out that it was 
a little known secret that Pat-
ton “wasn’t that great of a shot 
with a pistol.”

He said it was likely be-
cause of that that Patton 

on the judges.
“He said they didn’t give 

him credit for shooting 
through the same hole but 
instead gave him zero points 

EN GARDE! -- Actually, it 
turns out those little points on 

charge of, among other things, 
checking each one before each 
match to make sure a small 
safety device is attached to 

-

during Modern Pentathlon fenc-
ing competition is a room full of 

the foreground is a competitor 
Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval hangs out with members of the 
Garey High School Marching Band before opening ceremonies 

-

because they felt that he missed 
the target,” Love said.

“The Olympic movement and 
the Modern Pentathlon played a 

-
ton going on to become a fear-
less leader and one of the great-
est leaders in military history,” 
Love said.

“Just as in 1912, the Army is 
still committed to supporting the 
Olympic movement and Modern 
Pentathlon,” Love added.

All of the Pentathlon events 
were held on the Fairplex cam-
pus with the exception of swim-
ming, which was held at the Cla-
remont Club.

Dr. Klaus Schormann, president of the International Union of 

participating nations waving in the wind at opening ceremo-

Sponsorships are still avail-
able for this year’s 25th annual 
Pomona Valley Special Olym-
pics Golf Classic, scheduled for 
Friday, May 19, at Mountain 
Meadows Golf Course in Po-
mona.

The popular event, a major 

Olympics which helps individu-
als with intellectual disabilities 

-
sored by the Pomona Eagles.

Cost is $125 per player or $115 
if paid by April 1.  Deadline for 
advance registration is May 4.

The Eagles have raised more 
-

mona Valley Special Olympics 
over the past 25 years.

For more information, contact 
Russell Evans, event chairman, 
at (909) 319-7693 or aucados2@
yahoo.com.

Sponsors needed for 25th annual Pomona Valley Special Olympics Golf Classic



-

POMONA CHAM-
BER

Sandoval and 
-

bers of the Po-
mona City Council 
thanked members 
of the Pomona 
Chamber of Com-
merce last month 

reception in the 
aftermath of last 

-
nicipal election.  

-
ing to continue to 
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Attic Insulation / Laborer
 

QCS has immediate openings for attic insulation installers
 

homes under company approved residential energy saving programs such as the Energy Savings Assistance 

needed.
 

time.
 

 

approved guidelines.

Other duties as assigned.

Must have great customer service skills.
Must have solid math skills.

Must be dependable and reliable
Clean driving record.
Pass drug screen.
Pass background check.

Health, dental and vision plans available.

Company supplied tools.
Company supplied uniforms.

discovered it yet, you are missing out on a cute 

agree and La Nueva Voz is in there all the time at 
-

-

-

they catered a large birthday party dinner for La 

crime prevention, Pomona City Hall, Pomona 
Chamber of Commerce and even the Mayor in 

Stop by and tell them La Nueva Voz sent you.

jobs.qcsca.com  

4751 Arrow Highway, Montclair CA 91763

Insulación del Ático / Obrero

QCS tiene trabajo inmediato para instaladores de insulación del ático

sistemas solares.

indicaciones adecuadas.

instruimos y capacitamos a la persona ideal.

Debe practicar el buen servicio al cliente.

Debe producir documentos precisos y legibles.

Debe poseer un limpio historial de conductor.
Debe pasar una prueba de drogas.

Vacaciones pagadas

SUPPORTING MEASURE H

-

-
die Rodriguez, State Sen. Connie Leyva, Claremont City Councilmember Joe Lyons and Supervisor Solis.



SIGMA GAMMA RHO HOLDS ANNUAL 
YOUTH SYMPOSIUM -- The Pomona Alum-
nae Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Soror-

-

-

-
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La Nueva Voz... Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

CLEANING UP POMONA! -
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FORMER POMONA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT TEACHERS EXCEL IN NATIONAL 
MARTIAL ARTS TOURNAMENT 

-

-

March is National Nutrition Month!

Make your voice heard!

Community Forum on healthy lifestyle choices!

Family Event with 

Interpretation 

available!

9 a.m. to noon • Saturday, March 25, 2017
Veterinary Care Center – Western University of Health Sciences

611 E. 2nd St., Pomona (Park in Lot E on 1st St.)
For more information, contact Alejandra Martinez, (909) 927-2345
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