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Pomona Unified School District
Assistant Supt. Fernando Meza
headed the list of honorees recog-
nized last month at the 20th an-
nual Cesar Chavez breakfast of the
Latino and Latina Roundtable at
the Sheraton Fairplex Conference
Center.

Meza has served PUSD in a va-
riety of capacities over the past 16
years following his career as an at-
torney and mediator. He was ex-
ecutive director of Inland Valleys
Justice Center where he worked
with residents to access legal ser-
vices and the justice system.

He served as a staff attorney for
Neighborhood Legal Services of

State Sen. Susan Rubio cites ‘smash and grabs,’ artificial intelligence as current
topics of interest in Sacramento during Pomona Chamber legislative event

Crime in the community, incidences of “smash and grab” ,
takeovers in retail outlets, and artificial intelligence issues are
among the topics of major focus in the state legislature in Sac-
ramento, according to State Sen. Susan Rubio who was the
opening speaker at this month’s Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce annual “Legislative Luncheon” held on the Mt. San An-

tonio College campus.

She added that legislators also are exploring automobile

break-ins.

“If someone steals from your car and you leave it open . . .

(we) can’t prosecute,” she said.

Felonies, or major crimes, have seen a significant increase for
three years in a row, she said, making it more important to place
more emphasis on these crimes, particularly when they involve
children, kidnaping, domestic abuse, trauma and violence.

Often, when kids are involved, she said parents see their

children smiling when
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Los Angeles, as a Senior Conﬂlct
Resolution Associate at Loyola
Law School Center for Conflict
Resolution, and as site director and
legal coordinator for One Stop Im-
migration and Education Center.
“We go back over 30 years,”
Meza told a huge conference room
filled with some 500 members,
supporters and community leaders.
He explained their work at that
time began as several professors
at Claremont Colleges formed the
Latino-Latina MEChA organiza-
tion where he served as president.
“It was one of the great oppor-
tunities I had to meet them and
work with them and to learn” Meza

said. “I'm grateful
for the opportunity
just as I'm grateful
for the sacrifices
everyone has gone
through,”  adding
that he was the son
of immigrants.
“My  parents)
sacrificed to come
to this country
to make a better
life for all of us,
Meza said. And he
thanked the Round-
table board mem-
bers for the oppor-

PUSD Assistant Supt. Fernando Meza, at left, is honored by Latinoand Latina
Roundtable Vice President Angela Sanbrano as Roundtable President Jose

tunity “to support Calderon, at right, looks on.

-
State Sen. Susan Rubio names Pomona Chamber
President and CEO Monique Robles her “non-profit
woman of the year” this year at this month’s annual
Legislative event... pg. 2 Pomona Chamber legislative luncheon at Mt. SAC.

our students.”

He added that his wife and chil-
dren sacrifice every day to allow
him to go out in the community
and do everything he does “for the
betterment of our students here in
our school district.”

Meza quoted his grandfather
who said “they can take everything
away from you but they can’t take
away what you learned, they can’t
take away your education.”

He said he has been a lifelong
learner and a lifelong protector of
lifelong education for the students.

According to program notes at
last month’s breakfast, Meza’s en-
tire legal career was dedicated to
helping others and achieving equi-

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

Our mental health needs deserve the same attention as our physical health, but it can be hard
to know where to start when it comes to taking care of your own well-being. Maintaining good
mental health is essential to each and every individual's overall health and wellness. Every May,
Mental Health Awareneass Month brings individuals, friends, families, and communities together
to raise awareness of the important role mental health plays in our lives and ways we can
support those we care about when they're struggling with life’s challenges.

Join Tri-City Mental Health in celebrating Californica’s statewide movement, Take Action for
Mental Heaith, and promaoting mental heailth in Pornona, Claremont and La Verne. This year's
theme is Reimagine Mental Health. Join people across California and reimagine how you
prioritize mental well-being for yourself and others. In the same way we speak up about our
physical health, seeking support and talking about our mental health is a very necessary, and
brave, thing to do. The good thing is, no one has to face anything alone. Your actions, no matter
how small, contribute to a collective effort in creating communities that value and support
rmental health.

Scan the QR Code to RSVF and learn more about our free community-wide activities and events
hosted in-person and virtually throughout May! Follow us on social media @TriCityMHS to get
involved and discover how you can take action to improve mental health and increase
resiliency for yourself and your loved ones.

table outcomes.

And Roundtable
Vice President An-
gela Sanbrano intro-
duced him as some-
one who has long
been a friend of the
Roundtable, work-
ing on numerous
programs including
organizing a lawyer
rights fund for immi-
gration issues.

He also has been
active in the Pomona
community  where
he has served for the
past seven years on
the executive board of Pomona
Optimists, with six years as trea-
surer.

She presented Meza with the
award “for your leadership in ad-
vancing multicultural equity, law-
yer rights advocacy and communi-
ty-based partnerships.”

Honorees each year are selected
for their work and accomplish-
ments conducted in the spirit of
the work of Cesar Chavez and the
cause of equitable justice and qual-
ity of life in the community.

Also honored were members of
the Union de Ranchos, formed in
2022 to advocate for the equestrian
and agricultural zoned community

Cesar Chavez breakfast... pg. 4
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they go off to school in the morn-
ing but they really never know
what happens when they get
there. She said training needs to
be available to help make parents
aware of what signs to watch for
that might be a red flag.

“We’re finding out that they
need to get training,” she said, to
help control violence.

As a former educator, Rubio
said she has worked with parents
of murdered children and has
seen positive results from what
she called a “reunification build-
ing program” in which the child
may be temporarily relocated to
another home, another school or
even a different state for a period
of as much as nine months.

She pointed out that in a recent
year nearly 1,000 children were
murdered at the hands of their

parents.

On retail “smash and grabs,”
something Rubio said impacts a
lot of small businesses in the state,
the senate has created a “working

Pomona Chamber of Commerce Board Vice Chair Josh Landis, at right, serves as

Legislative event... from pg. 1

group” to help determine what
needs to be done.

“We’re really focused on how
we can do things better,” she said.

Other topical issues include ac-
cess to hospitals in some areas of
the state.

For example, she said, in the
Central Valley, people can drive
for an hour to get to a hospital.

Other issues include human
trafficking, homelessness and pro-
viding assistance to people who
have lost their job.

Assemblymember Freddie Ro-
driguez, participating in his last
Chamber Legislative Luncheon as
a member of the assembly, echoed
Rubio’s comment that retail theft
and prostitution were continuing
concerns in Sacramento.

Asked by moderator Josh Lan-
dis of Foothill Transit, Pomona
Chamber Board Vice Chair, what
his top accomplishment was dur-
ing his time in office, Rodriguez
said the first was just being elect-
ed to a body with only 120 mem-

moderator going one on one with Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez at this month’s
Chamber legislative luncheon. The event was held in the new student center building

auditorium at Mt. San Antonio College.

with a plaque, flowers and a legislative excellence award for all he has done for the community by members of the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce at this month’s annual legislative luncheon which, as Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles put it, will be his last as a member
of the assembly. Pictured, at center, surrounded by Chamber Board members and assembly staffers, are Freddie and Michelle Rodriguez
and their grandson Tanner.

bers — 80 in the assembly and 40
in the senate.

And he said California has been
a leader in a lot of areas.

“We need to be number one
in emergency preparedness,” he
said, adding that a bill is in the
works now that will impact “ghost

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval

guns,” or guns without serial
numbers.

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang told Pomona Chamber
members that Pomona’s assessed
value last year was $15.4 billion
for 33,000 individual parcels, rep-
resenting a 4.1 percent increase
over 2022.

He also said the average me-
dian price of a single family home
in Los Angeles County is now
$890,000, although fewer homes
are being sold.

Prang also cited a new program
to be launched this fall at Mt.
SAC in which new assessors will
go through training on the Walnut
campus rather than in his office.
He is also shifting appraisers to
West Los Angeles College in Cul-
ver City for training and appraiser
assistants to Rio Hondo College in

Whittier to free up his staff to pro-
vide more time for their primary
tasks.

His office is the largest of its
type in the U.S. with 1,400 em-
ployees responsible for determin-
ing the value of 2.5 million real
property parcels and businesses
with a combined $2 trillion of as-
sessed property valuation.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval
told the group there are new hous-
es being built throughout Pomona
including a new 28-unit project in
Downtown Pomona. He said the
last new development in that area
was the Mission Promenade.

“I’'m happy to tell you that we
are making progress,” he said.

And he reported that the Foot-
hill Gold Line extension to Pomo-
na will be completed by the end of

Legislative event... pg. 6
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
FOSTER FAMILY ACENCY

)

REQUIREMENTS:

* Must be 21 Years Old

* Proof of Income

+ Own Transportation

» Pass a Biometric Check
« Space Available

Se habla Espaiiol

AGENCY PROVIDES:
* Free Training

» Tax Free Reimbursement
+ 24/7 Social Worker Support

» Medical for Children

 Activities For All Families

Call Now To Schedule a Free Orientation:

909-469-9580

925 N. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91767

/

CDSS License
#197806568

e-mail: admin@smilesandtears.org - www.smilesandtears.org
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STATE OF THE DISTRICT ADDRESS
HOSTED BY
DARREN KNOWLES
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Thursday, May 9, 2024
6:00 p.m.
The Education Center Auditorium

800 South Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766

KX Doors apen at 5:30 pm. IO
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and to oppose warehouse expan-
sion and toxic polluters in the City
of Industry.

It is the largest equestrian coali-
tion in Los Angeles County.

Roundtable  President  Jose
Calderon introduced members of
the group which he said was work-
ing for watering stations and wild-
life corridors to create visibility for
the equestrian and agricultural life-
style in which many Roundtable
members grew up.

He said the group has attracted
interest by riding 200 horses onto
the freeway in mass demonstra-
tions and showing up in numbers
at school board and city council
meetings.

Dr. Mary Montes
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Pomona, CA 91766
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Scholarship winners at the event are, from left, Osvaldo Garcia Barron and Emmanuel

Delvalle, both of Pitzer College; Jesse Suarez of Mt. San Antonio College, Orlando
Arias of the University of California, and Marcelino Atilano and Eileen Ramos, both of

Cal Poly Pomona.

Their award was for their dedi-
cation and tireless efforts for envi-
ronmental justice, equitable land
rights development, and the pro-
tection of equestrian heritage in the
San Gabriel Valley.

Speakers from the group said
equestrians have been unjustly dis-
placed for years since the onset of
automobiles. They said they have
organized the largest protests of
their type in the area in more than
100 years.

The group also has mobilized

SGUTIERREZ
LAW FIRM

Derechos Civiles »

Compensacion al
Trabajador

Casos Criminales
Casos de Familia
Accidentes

Bancarrota

James (Jaime) Gutierrez, Esq.

301 W Mission Blvd. Suite 8

Hablamos Espanol

Across from the Pomona Courthouse

M-F 8:30 am -

5:00 pm

Email: jpsglaw @ gmail.com

Website: gutierrezlaw.info

(909) 791-1313

to protest the displacement of stu-
dents in the Hacienda-La Puente
Unified School District where
2,200 Latino students have been
displaced in the last five years,
representing the only ethnic group
being displaced during a period of
declining enrollment.

Another honoree, Dr. Mary
Montes, according to the program
notes has dedicated her life to help-
ing the community with service to
others throughout her career. A na-
tive of Chino, she was raised in Po-

mona and attended Pomona High
School before attending Mt. San
Antonio College and receiving her
bachelor’s degree from UCLA and
a doctoral degree from Claremont
Graduate University.

She became the first Chicana
to serve as a professor at Cal Poly
Pomona, where she wrote and
implemented a program designed
for teachers and teacher aids. And
she was the first woman and the
first Latina to serve on the Pomona
Unified School District Board.

Former healthcare workers at St. Francls Med|cal Center in Lynwood

Montes also served as a news
editor for ABC television.

“You are very important,” she
told the audience on accepting her
award. “Your children are very
important. You carry the power.
It’s inside of you — each one of you
and your children have a responsi-
bility. You have to do more — it’s
what you don’t get paid for doing
that’s important.”

Montes, who said she marched
and fought with Cesar Chavez,

Cesar Chavez breakfast... pg. 18

Arturo Jimenez,
President

LAGUNA TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Offering training for professional preschool teachers
“Working to Make Pomona Better!”

Celebrating 20 Years of Service!

Address:
260 S. Garey Ave.
Pomona, CA 91766
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Telephone:
(909) 623-6800

Email:
info@LagunaTechCollege.com
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POMONA DAY MAY 9!

LA County Fair opens May 3,
Pomona Day set for May 9!

The 102nd anniversary LA
County Fair will celebrate the med-
ley of communities that comprise
Los Angeles County and Southern
California when it opens its gates
Friday, May 3.

The 16-day event runs through
May 27 (closed Mondays except
Memorial Day, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays) with new attractions,
long-standing partnerships and, as
always, lots of unique food to be
found only at the Fair.

But according to organizers, the
main component is fun.

“County fairs are a community
celebration, and county and state
fairs across the nation reflect the
unique characteristics of all their
communities,” said Fairplex Presi-
dent and CEO Walter Marquez.
“We are excited to embrace South-
ern California’s cultural mosaic.”

He said theme of the LA County
Fair this year is “Stars, Stripes and
Fun.”

Looking for something new?
This year’s 2024 Fair has a free
indoor roller-skating rink tak-
ing guests back to the days of
disco balls and Friday nights with

LN

e
Aoy o

IPoly High School

An innovative college-prep high school

at Cal Poly Pomona

friends.

There’s even an arcade so you
can play a few games after skating.

And for the second year, the Fair
is partnering with the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art to bring
fine art to the Fair. This year’s
exhibition is the work of Mexican
artist Rufino Tamayo (1899-1991)
— 20 works by the artist and five
examples of Mesoamerican sculp-
ture, an important source of inspi-
ration for the artist.

Don’t forget to take the kids
to the Fairplex Garden Railroad
where its 100th anniversary is be-
ing celebrated.

Then, take them up to the Big
Red Barn for animals and agricul-
ture programming from Cal Poly
Pomona’s Huntley College of Ag-
riculture.

Pomona Day at the Fair, present-
ed by Athens Services, is set for
Thursday, May 9, with a special $1
admission (online in advance) just
for Pomona residents. Online on
Pomona Day, tickets are $8 and
tickets at the gate that day are $10.

For more information, visit
lacountyfair.com.

J Climat¢

College Prep
Project-Based

Small Campus

Hearing and your health: What you need to know
By Christopher L. Stone, AuD, C-AAA

Director, Audiology Center

Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for Healthcare

Have you found yourself strug-
gling to hear in everyday conversa-
tions with friends, family, or cowork-
ers? Maybe you’ve noticed you can’t
pick up some of the dialogue in the
movie you’re watching. There are
many reasons our hearing can de-
cline as we age. What’s important is
identifying the cause of that decline
and slowing its progress, so that you
can get the most out of the hearing
you have left. This starts with getting
screened by a licensed audiologist.

It’s possible you may benefit from
assistive technology such as a hear-
ing aid. Perhaps you’ve been hesitant
to see an audiologist or even consider
such a step. But here are a few rea-
sons that might help to convince you.

Hearing loss
affects relationships

When our hearing starts to de-
cline, we often attempt to hide it from
friends and family or play it off. But
it’s actually best to loop your loved
ones in. They are important allies in
helping you get the most out of the
hearing you have left. Whether it’s
adjusting their speaking volumes,
turning to make sure you can see

Credentialed Teachers

their faces, or turning off background
noise, those around you play an im-
portant role in helping you adjust to
your hearing challenges.
Hearing loss may precede
other negative outcomes

When not addressed and acknowl-
edged, hearing loss can contribute to
social isolation, which in turn is a risk
factor for any number of negative
health outcomes, including depres-
sion, substance abuse, heart disease,
and diabetes. Staying active and so-
cially engaged improves your quality
of life and helps you maintain better
overall mental and physical health.
Sometimes that requires assistive
technology.

Hearing loss can contribute
to cognitive decline

When you’re not engaged in
meaningful conversations over time,
it can alter your brain’s ability to pro-
cess speech and communicate. Peo-
ple with hearing loss need to work
harder to hear and process speech,
and this often comes at the expense
of memory. According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Audiology, hearing
loss leads to social isolation, which is

Christopher Stone

also aknown risk factor for dementia.

The bottom line is that choos-
ing to do nothing about hearing loss
can cause more than just an incon-
venience for family and friends — it
can affect your overall physical and
mental health. Don’t let hearing loss
dictate your future — see an audiolo-
gist today!

Editor’s Note: The Casa Colina
Audiology Center is offering free
hearing screenings for adults who
may be experiencing hearing difficul-
ties. Our licensed audiologists and
hearing aid dispenser provide the
most comprehensive assessment and
hearing care available in the region.
For more information, or to schedule
a screening, call 909/450-0304.

7 —=—<

THE BOARD OF THE POMONA
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO OUR

2024 Mavyor’s Cala

THURSDAY
THE SIXTH OF JUNE
HALF PAST 5 UNTIL
10 0'CLOCK IN THE EVENING

All Jazzed Up

Concurrent College Classes
Open to Students in All Cities
Tuition-Free

APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

Los Angeles County
Office of Education

Serving Students » Supporing Communitie
Leading Educaios

Office: 909/839-2320

Admissions: 909/839-2361

3851 W Temple Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
www.ipolyhighschool.org

SHERATON FAIRPLEX
CONFERENCE CENTER
601 WEST MCKINLEY AVENUE
POMONA, CALIFORNIA

www.pomonalibraryfoundation.org/gala-2024

e
=
=
POMONA PUBLIC
LIBRARY FOUNDATION




6 « Thursday, April 25, 2024 - La Nueva Voz

Fairplex, Pitzer’s Community Engagement
Center to be honored at annual Pomona
Public Library Foundation Mayor’s Gala

Tickets and sponsorship op-
portunities are now available for
the 2024 Pomona Public Library
Foundation Mayor’s Gala set for
Thursday, June 6, at Pomona’s
Sheraton Fairplex Conference
Center.

The theme for this year’s event
is “All Jazzed Up.” Pomona’s
Fairplex will receive the “Mayor’s
Award,” and the Community En-
gagement Center at Claremont’s
Pitzer College will receive the Po-
mona Public Library Foundation
Award.

Magician Taylor Hughes will
serve as master of ceremonies,
and Pomona Mayor Tim Sando-
val will work a little magic of his
own as he honors Fairplex, which
has served as a key institution in
the community for more than 100
years.

And the Community Engage-
ment Center at Pitzer has provided
key support for the Foundation’s
“drop in” homework club, en-

abling faculty and students to help
the tutoring program thrive over
the years.

Proceeds go to the Pomona Pub-
lic Library Foundation’s diverse
support of the Pomona Public
Library, according to Foundation
President Bree Devones Hsieh.

“Not only does the Pomona
Public Library Foundation subsi-
dize and operate one of the area’s
few drop-in one-on-one tutoring
programs, it runs a free summer
cultural excursion program,” she
said, adding that the group also
has helped to remodel the library
conference rooms adding state-of-
the-art technology.

“A public library is an important
space for learning and growth,”
said Foundation Past President
Duane Smith. “The Foundation
believes a strong public library is
a key to the future.”

For information, tickets and
sponsorships, visit www.pomonal-
ibraryfoundation.org/gala-2024.

Pomona High School student receives scholarship

Pomona High School student
James Castellon has been award-
ed first place in the Pete and Con-
suelo Hernandez Memorial Schol-
arship Program and will receive a
$2,000 check for his studies.

The award program, admin-
istered by Bold.org, the largest
independent scholarship in the
U.S. and funded by the Hernandez
family, is designed to continue the
investment that their grandparents

started many years ago by sup-
porting underrepresented students
pursuing higher education in Cali-
fornia.

Applicants were required to be
a high school junior or senior who
will be the first in their family to
go to college. They submitted es-
says describing adversities they
have overcome and how these ex-
periences have helped them grow
as individuals.

Legislative event... from pg. 2

this year and should be in opera-
tion by July 2025.

Rubio took the opportunity
of the event to present Pomona
Chamber President and CEO Mo-
nique Robles with her recognition
as Rubio’s “Non-Profit Woman of
the Year.”

“It is my honor to recognize
your exceptional devotion to
serving others,” she said. “Your
history of leadership and collabo-
ration, as well as creating part-
nerships between city officials
and the community, has been in-
strumental in advancing positive
change in Pomona.”

“It will generate economic rev-
enue in Pomona, (and) it will gen-
erate economic benefits and com-
munity wellness for generations
to come,” she added.

The event was the first “non-
Mt. SAC” event held in the new
student center on the Mt. SAC
campus in Walnut. Board Vice
President Peter Hidalgo, whose
district represents north Pomona,
San Dimas, La Verne and south
Glendora, welcomed the group of
200 Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce members and guests to the

Los Angeles County Assessor
Jeff Prang

event on the campus of what he
called California’s largest single
campus community college.

The school serves an enroll-
ment of 70,000 students with 70
percent Latino and 20 percent

Mt. SAC Board Vice President Peter Hi-
dalgo welcomed 200 Pomona Chamber
of Commerce members and guests to
the annual Pomona Chamber legislative
luncheon.

Asian-Americans, he added.

Mt. SAC Board members Jay
Chin and Laura Santos also at-
tended the event.

Interested in who has
been arrested by
Pomona Police
in Pomona?

Please check our
weekly listing at
http://www.lanuevavoz.net
and click on
“Arrest Logs”
on our home page.
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Editor’s Note: This page is the first in a series of a Phase Three statewide program with three focus areas — “Anti-Hate,” supported in whole or in part
by funding provided by the California State Library, along with “Socioeconomic Justice and Equity” and “Health,” through funding administered by
the Latino Media Collaborative. Any victim of or witness to a hate incident or crime in California can report it and receive support by calling 833-8-NO-

HATE, or (833) 866-4283.

Hate, Justice, Equity and Health — Phase Three of an

on-going series as La Nueva Voz participates in a statewide

program as newspapers attempt to help make a difference

Yes, Virginia, there is hope for the future in Pomona!

By Jeff Schenkel, Publisher

Many of our regular readers will remember that, for the past two years, we’ve partici-
pated in a “Stop the Hate” grant program publishing two distinct series of stories taking a
hard look at where we are and where we need to be in our dealings with, well, each other.

The first two years of grants to fewer than a dozen newspapers throughout California in-
cluding, of course, La Nueva Voz were funded by the California State Library in a program
administered by the Latino Media Collaborative.

The way it worked here, round one stories were written by elected officials and commu-
nity leaders in an effort to provide a variety of perspectives.

Last year, we were pleased to be able to bring on board Pomona’s own Joshua Swodeck
to give us yet another approach to viewing the bigger picture. He was able to intersperse
personal recountings of anecdotes from his own family history into his writing along the
way.

And we even commissioned his wife, Chara Swodeck, to produce a “person on the street”
survey to give us a better hands on understanding of where Pomona residents, visitors and
others stand on some of the many issues involved. The results of that survey can be seen on
our web site (access it from the home page at www.lanuevavoz.net).

This year, program administrators are
throwing a wider net (see acknowledge-
ments above) so additional topics will be
involved, but we thought we’d continue
the focus on “Stop the Hate” for our open-
ing report, if only because that’s really
where we left off last year.

To kick things off, we decided to reach
out to long-time friend and news source
Stephanie Campbell, former founding
executive director of Bright Prospect, the
non-profit that focuses on getting particu-
larly bright Pomona and surrounding area
high school students into and through col-
lege.

Campbell, a former high school teacher,
today is the interim chair of the leadership
team of Pomona’s Promise, a collective
impact initiative in Pomona that works to
build strong families, safe neighborhoods
and a healthy quality of life.

She’s also a member, an occasional contributor and, as she puts it, an admirer of Compas-
sionate Pomona, which has a vision of weaving belonging and compassion throughout the
community by collaborative actions.

We caught up with her by telephone last week to ask her in general terms how she thinks
we’re all doing on this whole “hate” issue in Pomona and we were pleased at the end of a
37-minute conversation to learn that she believes there is hope for us all in the future and, it
appears, we’re heading in the right direction.

We looked first at last year’s survey and a question asking, “Do you believe all workers
in a company, regardless of their race, have the same opportunity to excel and prosper?”

It turned out that 70.1 percent of the respondents answered “no,” and Campbell agreed
that many people seemingly have the deck stacked against them.

“I think I also have to say probably no,” she said, basing her response on her work years
ago at Bright Prospect.

“(We) had a young lady graduate from Cal Poly Pomona with a degree in chemical en-
gineering and was working for a pharmaceutical company developing products that mimic
the sticky stuff mollusks produce to adhere themselves to pier pilings for surgical use in a

Stephanie Campbell

wet environment,” Campbell explained.

The former Bright Prospect student was able to patent the product, but her company would
not allow her to present it to a conference of physicians, apparently because she was a young
Latina. Instead, they had one of her supervisors present her research at the conference.

“It turned out to be a learning experience for everybody,” she said.

And in another case of a former Bright Prospect student, a young lady with a Latino-
sounding first name, it happens, was sending out all kinds of job applications after graduation
from college but didn’t seem to be getting anywhere.

She started using an anglicized version of her name and she “got a bunch of job offers,”
Campbell said.

Somehow the term “profiling” comes to mind.

Closer to home, Campbell’s late husband Trevor (the two bought their home in Pomona
in 1989), who was Jamaican, told a story of how he was arrested — long before the two met
— when he was fixing his own car in an alley where he lived. He was held overnight in jail
simply because police believed Trevor, who was Black, was working on a stolen car.

And even closer to home, Campbell said her husband once was stopped by police in the
1990s while walking in Ganesha Hills and was told they “don’t want people who don’t live
here walking up here.”

Her husband, who was an adjunct professor at several colleges in the area, and who served
as a Pomona Cultural Arts Commissioner for several years, appointed by former Pomona
City Councilmember Nell Soto, explained to members of the Pomona City Council at the
time that everybody can walk on any street in Pomona.

Today, in fairness, Campbell said she believes the Pomona Police Department is doing
about as well as a police department can. She admires their many outreach programs and
community collaborations and appreciates that they have a representative in the Pomona’s
Promise Leadership Team.

“But again, I’'m not on the receiving end of anything (in which) I might be regarded as a
suspect based on my appearance,” she said.

“I would say . . . that Pomona for a good 15 years has had a wonderful culture of collabora-
tion and I give credit to the Youth and Family Master Plan for literally solidifying that, and at
this time there are many collaboratives . . . operating in the city,” she said.

Pomona’s Youth and Family Master Plan is known as a “blueprint for change that points
the way to a brighter future for the Pomona community’s youth and families” by fostering a
community that promotes youth development through collaboration.

There’s that collaboration word again.

In fact, Campbell cited a list of about a dozen collaboratives off the top of her head — from
the Mayor’s COVID Task Force to the Pomona Chamber of Commerce and others.

She believes, of course, that collaboration is important and pointed out that prior to the es-
tablishment of the Pomona Youth and Family Master Plan city officials and Pomona Unified
School District officials were not communicating with each other as much as they are today.

In fact, she said, a survey at the time showed teenagers were not certain adults in the com-
munity were “organized” or “doing anything to make things better.”

Today, however, she said “there are so many things going on that are positive.”

She gave credit to Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval for “pulling together this COVID Task
Force right when COVID started, which was very effective, there was a lot of work done.”

That group continues to meet each Wednesday from 11 a.m. to noon, always on ZOOM.

Campbell pointed out that it included several subcommittees to provide economic support
to small businesses, fundraising for undocumented families who were not qualified for fed-
eral funding, and even one helping the school district when it was going through difficulties
adjusting to on-line teaching.

So yes, Virginia, there is hope, and it looks like collaboration has been and will be an
important part of making that hope continue to turn into a reality. We’ll have more of our
in-depth look next month.
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US Bank selects Pomona for lek off of Inland Emplre ‘Access Commitment’ serving small businesses, homebuyers

US Bank officials kicked off
their Inland Empire “Access Com-
mitment” program with a launch
event in Pomona this month in an
effort to support what they called
“generational wealth building in
disadvantaged communities.”

Heli Castaneda, the newly ap-
pointed Business Access Advisor
for the Inland Empire, was intro-
duced at the event held at El Jefe
in Downtown Pomona.

His role will include working
with small businesses on fund-
ing opportunities and connecting
them with partners who help in
other areas of “business scaling.”

The program also includes an
“Access Home” initiative, which
addresses the home ownership
gap by providing enhanced down
payment assistance and grant pro-
grams for those who qualify.

US Bank launched the program
in 2021 with a focus on helping
businesses in underserved com-
munities gain access to capital.

Castaneda, interviewed exclu-
sively by La Nueva Voz at the
event, said “access to information
is huge and is very, very impor-
tant.”

“But even more important than

| sank . _
'ACCESS' TEAM MEMBERS IN POMONA -- US Bank officials from throughout their Inland

Empire region visited Pomona this month to kick off their "Access Commitment" program to
better serve small businesses and homebuyers in disadvantaged communities. Pictured,
from left, are newly appointed Inland Empire Business Access Advisor Heli Castaneda, West-
ern States Business Access Advisor leader Cesar Hernandez, Downey Business Access Ad-
visor LizBeth Dabroy, and San Diego Business Access Advisor Claudio Burgin.

that, having that access to infor-
mation to communities that have
significantly been underserved is
really our mission,” he said.

His region includes US Bank
markets throughout all of San
Bernardino County, Riverside
County, the San Gabriel Valley
and portions of Kern County and
even the Palmdale area.

The Pomona location was se-
lected for the launch because it
was a central location and because
John Pena, the owner of the res-

taurant, is a customer.

“What a great way to support
his minority owned commercial
real estate that we want to pro-

mote minorities to be able to do
and bring awareness around that,”
Castaneda said. Pena also is the
landlord for the US Bank branch
next door to El Jefe.

Local business owners, non-
financial partners who assist small
businesses with grants, and US
Bank officials from throughout
the region attended the event.

Castaneda has worked in other
positions with US Bank for the
past 16 years.

“I feel super excited to be able
to bring the community together,
bring all of the different partner-
ships that we’ve been able to have

. and share the message about
our US Bank Access Commit-
ment,” he added.

Then what impact does he see
the program having in Pomona?

“Having . . . access to infor-

mation and especially to our mi-
norities, people of color, we’re
kind of in the epicenter of that in
the City of Pomona,” Castaneda
said. “And so sharing the mes-
sage about our Access Commit-
ment and the things that we’re
doing to help the neighborhood
and help those people with access
to homes, access to small busi-
ness information and access to
our wealth side as well, I think, is
going to be the broader scope of
what we want to deliver.”
And how fast before he expects
to see results in the local markets?
“We see results already . . . es-
pecially (in) our diversity lending
program,” Castaneda said. “Last
week we did a presentation, two
days later we were able to help
one of our small business owners
Access Commitment... pg. 17

Compassion in law and policy

By Thomas Allison, Member, Compassionate Pomona

We are on the precipice of
change. We must continue our
strive toward the Beloved Commu-
nity. The choice of how humanity
proceeds rests in the heart of every
human being. On the one hand,
there is the decision of humanity.
On the other hand, there are many
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options that degrade humanity. On
the first hand, we get a critical mass
of society who appreciate and un-
derstand the greater good, and ac-
tively and collectively work toward
it under the common banner of hu-
manity. This is the only available
option for the survival of humanity.

All other options degrade hu-
manity, some slower than others.
Socially and economically, we are
growing further and further apart
when it comes to wealth, quality
of life, and access to resources. We
must balance the current allocation
of resources in our system. To ac-
complish this, we need a real Equity
and Compassion Criteria (“ECC”).
Any law or policy that gets passed
must get favorable responses to two
questions:

* Does it harm the marginalized?
If yes, reject it.

* Does it improve the quality of
life for the marginalized? If not, re-
jectit.

Any law or policy that harms
the marginalized swiftly degrades
humanity. Any law or policy that
does not improve the quality of
life for the marginalized degrades
humanity, but at a slower rate than
the former. Harming the marginal-
ized means our lowest gets lower
and humanity falls deeper into the
trap of despair. Not improving the
quality of life for our lowest means
that public resources are going to a
less pressing humanitarian issue. In
a world where we all agree the gov-
ernment should not take our money
unless it will make the best use of it,

we cannot stand for such misman-
agement of public resources. If it’s
not improving anything, the law or
policy shouldn’t exist. If it’s not im-
proving the marginalized, then it’s
improving the privileged, which is
further widening the equity gap.

Everybody has the capacity to
be a mentor. People need mentors
from every walk of life. Many of us
are on a journey to a better version
of ourselves. On this journey, we
pursue a transformation. Mentors
help us through the transforma-
tion. We gain from the transforma-
tion and share that with humanity.
It can be a mission for a nonprofit,
a product or service for a business,
or some other way to contribute to
society. Our success is based on the
mentorship of people from all parts
of society.

The interconnected network of
humanity means we pursue a better
version of ourselves while simulta-
neously helping others pursue a bet-
ter version of themselves. The path
to this understanding of ourselves,
our community, and the role of our-
selves in our community is through
re-educating people into seeing the
value that they offer everyone else,
and seeing the value that everyone
else offers them. In the meantime,
the ECC furthers the discussion on
how we might guide society’s legal
and policy habits in this direction.

Editor’s Note: Thomas Allison is
a family attorney and professor of
law at the University of La Verne.
He is also founder of the non-profit
Social Justice Advocacy Project.
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Photo by Renee Barbee
REMEMBERING THOSE LOST -- Partnership for a Positive Pomona (P3) and Rethinking Access to Drugs (RAD)
hosted a remembrance candlelight vigil and press conference in the Pomona Civic Center last month in honor of local
youth lost to fentanyl overdose deaths. The two groups were attempting to "raise awareness of the danger, pain and
loss that has impacted our community due to fentanyl use." Two middle school deaths and numerous near deaths
have been reported in Pomona in the past six months. Pictured are representatives of P3 and RAD, along with
) supporters including Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado (back row at left). According to a spokesperson,
Photo by Renee Barbee fentanyl surpassed methamphetamine in 2022 to become the most common drug type listed as a cause of death in
ROTARY PICKS BEST OF THE BEST -- Five amazing high school musicians and an accompanist, also amazing, accidental drug overdoses in Los Angeles County.
participated in a special Rotary regional competition at Claremont High School last week to see who would go on to the
next level, district competition on May 18 at Pomona's Fairplex, according to Pomona Rotary President Josh Landis of
Foothill Transit. Winners were on hand from Pomona, Claremont, Glendora, La Verne and West Covina Rotary clubs.
Pictured, from left, are high school seniors Khai Ha, winner at Pomona Rotary, who plays classical guitar, and Porter
Wonatott, of Claremont, who plays the marimba; sophomore Kali Asseded, representing Glendora,who plays violin;
Maegan Angeles, also Glendora and also a sophomore, who accompanies Asseded on the piano; Joshua Castro,
representing West Covina Rotary, a senior, who plays tenor saxophone; and Caleb Fong, a sophomore representing
La Verne Rotary (although he attends Claremont High School), who also plays violin. Fong won the regional competi-
tion and Castro was runner-up.

Make Lasting
Memories
With Us
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GRAND RE-OPENING AT POMONA'S HOUSE OF RUTH -- It was a much appreciated grand re-opening ceremony
last month at Pomona's House of Ruth as Pomona Chamber of Commerce officials, Pomona and Claremont City
Council members, House of Ruth employees and friends re-opened a portion of the front of the Pomona location
that was damaged when a car jumped the curb and drove into the building last July, destroying half of the domestic
violence organization's outreach building. Insurance, fortunately, covered all but the last $20,000 of repairs and
House of Ruth is reaching out to the community for support. Pictured, from left, are Pomona Chamber Board Chair
Nef Cortez of Re/Max Galaxy, Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Board member
Jill Dolan of Mt. SAC, Executive Board member Jeff Johannsen of Pomona Hope, House of Ruth CEO Pat Bell (cen-
ter), Pomona City Councilmember John Nolte, Claremont Councilimember Ed Reece and Claremont Mayor Pro Tem
Corey Calaycay, and House of Ruth Chief Development Officer Rhonda Beltran. The re-opening came just in time for

(626) 278-8349

Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Los Angeles County, declared for the month of April on a motion authored by Los : : ] ‘ ; { 9 O 9] 2 6 O - ?24 O

Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis. To contribute to the repairs fund, contact Rhonda Beltran at (909) 868-8007.

Get La Nueva Voz delivered
each month to your mailbox

info@cdxhall.com

Eduardo

(626) 675-8265
cdxhallevents@gmail.com
www.cdxhallevents.com

for only $49 per year!
Call (909) 629-2292.

280 W 3rD ST POMONA, CA 91766
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ONE OF THE FIRST! -- "Ender," age 8 (his parents preferred first name only), one of the first patients
to be admitted to the brand new $15 million inpatient pediatric unit at Pomona Valley Hospital Medical
Center, is rolled in to his room. And eight more patients arrived on opening day April 1. Pictured with
Ender, from left, are Pediatric Clinical Supervisor Lana Gonzales, Medical Director of Inpatient Pediatric
Services Dr. Muzna Atif, Pediatric Clinical Nurse Specialist Carrie DuPee, and Director of Children's

i Services Michele Atkins-Young. The new pediatric unit, replacing the original pediatric unit built in 1955,
il took three years to complete. It is the only unit of its type serving the region within a 15-mile radius.
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Nef Cortez

Broker Associate
DRE# 00560181

1411 S Diamond Bar Blvd
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Office: (909) 610-6303
Cell: (909) 762-B135

Fax: (909) 752-3163
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www.nefcortez.com
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Do you have a news story?

Send your news tips to:
reneebarbee7 @gmail.com

We are on Facebook, Instagram, Linked In and Yelp
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NEW QUICK QUACK CAR WASH IN POMONA! -- Members of the Pomona Chamber of Commerce, Pomona city officials and others helped
cut the ribbon last week to officially open Quick Quack Car Wash as Pomona's newest car wash. Pictured, from left, are Pomona City Coun-
cilmember Nora Garcia, Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Quick Quack founding partner Travis Kimball,
"Quackals" the duck, store leader Frank Acuna, Chamber Executive Board member Jeff Johannsen of Pomona Hope (at rear), Pomona
Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles and, at far right, Pomona Chamber Board Member Jill Dolan of Mt. SAC. The car wash is
located at 1862 S. Garey Ave., Pomona. The Sacramento-based company, founded in 2004, has more than 230 locations in Utah, Colorado,
Texas, Arizona and California.

BUILD,
BELIEVE,
BECOMIE.

MT. SAC

Mt. San Antonio College

Come Join Us!

VETERAN’S MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
Monday, May 27, 2024

Guest Speaker: Marine Veteran and Past State
Commander of the American Legion Jere Romano

Pomona Valley Memorial Park
502 East Franklin Ave., Pomona (between Towne and Garey)

Gates open at 8:30 am - Program starts at 9:00 am
Pomona Concert Band, Linda Taylor, Conducting

Celebrating Pomona Valley Memorial Park’s
147th year of honoring our veterans!

National Anthem, Pomona Concert Band

Pomona’s Only Community Newspaper!
Advertising with us is easy!
www.lanuevavoz.net

Affordable classes with financial aid available e Over 400 programs ® www.mtsac.edu

Interested in who has been arrested by Pomona Police in Pomona?
Please check our weekly listing at http:/www.lanuevavoz.net and click on “Arrest Logs” on our home page.
La Nueva Voz Newspaper in Pomona, CA The New Voice (La Nueva Voz), a Bilingual (English/Spanish) Publication.
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GetCareNow!
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GIRL SCOUTS HELP ORGANIZE POMONA LIBRARY -- Pictured is Troop 5134 of the Girl Scouts of Pomona who
partnered with the Pomona Public Library to help troop members earn their service badges by cleaning and organizing
the local library. As Girl Scouts, they learn to be selfless and kind and to be of service to others. The girls take pride in
serving their community by collaborating with local businesses in Pomona to earn all of their Daisy Petal “badges” while
displaying all the values that make them Girl Scouts. New members are welcome. Meetings are every other Wednes-
day at Delicious Freedom in Pomona. Please call Troop Leaders Frida Castellanos or April Alvarez at 714-399-6216 for
further information. Back row, from left: Troop Daisies Aubrey Morales, Andrea Ambrose and Scarlett Mendoza. Front
row, from left: Aubrey Seagrove, Penelope Ramos and Sophia Morales. Not plctured is Roxanne Olea.

Photo by Renee Barbee
SOROPTIMISTS DO A CLEAN-UP IN THE HILLS -- The Pomona/Claremont Soroptimists, the folks who originally
planted the beautiful redwood grove across the street from the main entrance to Fairplex, made one of their periodic
visits back to the hillside last week to clean up, beautify and even do a little tree-planting at one of Pomona’s treasures.
The Soroptimists hosted the event in collaboration with the City of Pomona. Pictured, from left, are club Vice President
Linda Chavez-Nunez, Treasurer Ana Luevano, and President Gayle Claiborne.
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Photos by Gunnar Eisel
FRIENDS OF POMONA PUBLIC LIBRARY BRING BACK TRIVIA BEE -- The Friends
of the Pomona Public Library brought back the "Trivia Bee" for the first time since 2019
and, with 14 teams competing, first place went to, who else, the "Library Kids" from the
Pomona Public Library. Pictured, from left, are winning team members Jose Garcia,
Pomona City Councilmember Nora Garcia, and Robert Costa.

SECOND PLACE -- Pictured at the Downtown Pomona Metro Event Center are second
place winners in the Trivia Bee team “2 Thummers Up” from Pomona’s Fairplex. From
left are Renee Hernandez, Sara Orduna, and Natalie Chaidez.
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THIRD PLACE -- Team Kiwanis took third place honors in this month’s ‘Trivia Bee.”
From left are team members Linda Lowry, Ish Arias, and Mitchell Stein with Pomona

City Councilmember Steve Lustro, master of ceremonies, pictured at right.
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Please visit our web site at www.lanuevavoz.net
to see the latest issue of La Nueva Voz,
past issues and more!
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Casa Colina Hospital is honored to earn Five Stars for Overall
Hospital Quality lrom the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) Tor 2023 = the highest rating available -
placing us among just 12% of hospitals surveyed nationally,
Our award-winning, state-ol-the-art medical, surgical, and
rehabilitative services put the patient-and their recovery first, each
and every time. All care at Casa Colina is provided by physician-led
teams of licensed therapists, nurses, and other dedicated clinicians,
whoe all work together to help you regain strength and independence
after an injury or illness. Discover Where Better Begins.

255 Easl Bonita Avenue, Pomona, GA
909/596-7733 » www.casacolina.org
For employment opportunities,
visit www.casacolina.org/jobs
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK IN POMONA -- Members of the Pomona City Council this month proclaimed National
Library Week in Pomona for the week of April 7 - 13 and encouraged "all residents to take advantage of the variety of
resources available at their school, campus or public library" and urged them to "thank librarians and library workers
for providing valuable services and making information accessible to all who walk through the library doors." Pictured
accepting the proclamation on behalf of the library is Allan Lagumbay, senior library assistant, who told councilmem-
bers "the library means different things to different people." "To me, our library means its staff and supporters and
their stories and challenges from 1887 onward," he said. "We are who we are where we are because of them, be-
cause of you." Pictured with Lagumbay, from left, are Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval and Councilmembers Elizabeth
Ontiveros-Cole, Steve Lustro, Victor Preciado and Nora Garcia.

CESAR CHAVEZ AND DOLORES HUERTA PILGRIMAGE -- This year's 20th annual Cesar Chavez and Dolores
Huerta Pilgrimage, organized by the Latino and Latina Roundtable last week, attracted several hundred participants
marching from Pomona City Hall to Tony Cerda Park. The event took a political turn this year as about 100 "Free
Palestine" protestors -- who a spokesperson told La Nueva Voz were from throughout Southern California -- marched
in support of the Roundtable's pro-labor issues. Pictured are three of the protestors on their way back to their car
from the park. Also pictured is Roundtable President Jose Calderon, master of ceremonies, looking on as a speaker
with a clipboard urges participants to sign a petition to support poor workers in a local wages dispute at "Around the
Grille Cafe" in La Verne. The park was filled with music, dancers, flag wavers and placard holders and even easy-ups
where sellers had a little of everything to take home. This year's theme was "Unite to Defend the Human Rights of
our Communities."
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JUNE 5TH - AUGUST 9TH, 2024
CLUB HOURS 6:30AM - 6PM
1420 S GAREY AVE, POMONA CA 91766
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FROM DRIVE-IN MOVIES AND.SWAP MEETS TO A BUSINESS PAR

K -- Well, you can't stop prog
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ress and this time it looks like it migh

theater was demolished a year ago -- projection room, snack bar (oh no!), marquee sign and all -- after 67 years -- and it now has all been replaced with the Oakmont Mission Ramona Business Park at Mission
Boulevard and Ramona Avenue in Montclair. The development when completed will include eight buildings ranging in size from 30,000 to 187,000 square feet.

Hearing set on bill outlawing broadband discrimination in low-income communities

California Assembly Bill 2239,
groundbreaking legislation that
would make California the first
state in the nation to codify as state
law the Federal Communication
Commission’s newly adopted defi-
nition of digital discrimination, was
scheduled for a hearing this week
before the Assembly Judiciary
Committee in Sacramento.

The measure was introduced in
February by Assemblymember Mia
Bonta (D-Oakland).

“Despite historic public invest-
ments to close the digital divide,
low-income communities of color
across the state remain dispropor-
tionately disconnected, stranded on
the wrong side of the digital divide,”
Bonta said. “To the extent that there

are policies and practices that serve
to exacerbate this persistent inequi-
ty — even when that is not the intent
— we must put an end to them. That
is my intent with AB 2239.”

Last November, the FCC defined
“digital discrimination of access” as
“policies or practices, not justified
by genuine issues of technical or
economic feasibility, that differen-

tially impact consumers’ access to
broadband internet access service
based on their income level, race,
ethnicity, color, religion or national
origin, or are intended to have such
differential impact.”

In January, the Los Angeles City
Council unanimously passed the
nation’s first city-level digital dis-
crimination policy on a motion that

referenced studies that show indus-
try pricing practices worsen the dig-
ital divide by exacerbating the chal-
lenge of broadband affordability,
with providers offering service that
is slower and delivered over older
technology to low-income com-
munities at the same price they of-
fered fast, reliable service to higher
income communities.

We Earn

for Doing The
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MEDICAL

CENTER

Expert care with a personal touch

1798 N. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91767 « 909.865.9500 » www.pvhmc.org

BIG AWARDS
LITTLE THINGS

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PYHMC)
has earned the nation’s top distinction for patient
safety with an “A" grade from the Leapfrog
Hospital Safety Grade. The “A" recognizes our
high standards in patient safety. This honor
belongs to every one of our 3,700 Associates and
700 Physicians, who work every day to provide
exceptional health care for our patients.

The Leapfrog Hospital
Safety Grade is an elite
designation from The

Leapfrog Group, a
national, independent

wnttehdog that sets the highest standards for
patient safety in the United States.
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I AM GOD’S NEW CREATION

By Susie Perales

I am a small part of this universe, but I am an entire lifetime. I am
love, strength and weakness. I am a free spirit. I am happiness and
this keeps me so much alive. I am the love and the warmth that I feel
from the family and good friends that surround me. I am laughter,
like that of a bubbling brook...

I am love. I am softness, and a soul gently caressed. I am the silence
and peace of the night...

I am a lazy, warm Sunday noon. I am a caterpillar and a metamor-
phosis is what I am going through — eagerly spinning in my cocoon,
waiting to burst into the world with the complexity of my being...

I am a journey that has to be made. I am a task that has to be done. I
am a life that wants to be lived. I am a mystery that has not yet been
solved. I am an adventure — exciting and new. I am a creature put
here by God to be a woman, wife, mother and friend...

I am a woman, still incomplete, for there are things that still I am
not. But of all these things that I am, I am most pleased, God’s new
creation to be...

BG Insurance Solutions
Auto * Home * Commercial « Life » Health

Business owners don't let unexpected events
hurt their business, and neither should you!

We provide General Liability, Workers Comp,
Business Owner Policy, Commercial Auto,
Commercial Property, and more.

We find solutions that meet your needs and your budget!

Bahram Golshan
CADOI # 0k54197
bg4insurance @gmail.com
(626) 991-5216

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations and dozens more:

* Pomona City Hall lobby

* Pomona library

¢ Claremont library

* Claremont City Hall lobby

* La Verne City Hall lobby

* La Verne Senior Citizens Center

¢ Pomona Chamber of Commerce,
101 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

¢ Downtown Pomona Owners Association,
119 W. 2nd St., Pomona

» Western University of Health Sciences Patient Care Center

* Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center maternity, lobby, outpatient
ervices, emergency room

¢ Gold Strike Market Carniceria, 412 N. Park Ave., Pomona

* Fairplex Chevron, Fairpex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway, Pomona

* Discount Market, Philadelphina Street and Towne Avenue, Pomona

* LaunderLand Coin Op Laundry, 744 E. Holt Ave., Pomona

* Pomona Eagles, 854 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

Pomona attorney serves ‘cease and desist’ notice to Pomona City Council
alleging ‘body camera’ was turned off during officer involved shooting

Pomona attorney Jaime Guti-
errez, representing Pomona’s
Gente Organizada, served a no-
tice to cease and desist to mem-
bers of the Pomona City Council
during their meeting this month
based on what the notice alleged
was the Pomona Police Depart-
ment’s “continued violent target-
ing of our Black and Brown com-
munities and its blatant violation
of state and local laws.”

Specifically, the letter cited vi-
olation of police department op-
erating policies during an officer
involved shooting in the Angela-
Chanslor neighborhood on Feb.
3, 2022, in which the officer in-
volved allegedly failed to ensure
his “body camera” remained on
continuously, “especially during
incidents that are crime interdic-

tion stops and those that become
adversarial.”

“These inconsistencies erode
the public’s trust in local govern-
ment and law enforcement and
have brought harm to our com-
munity,” the letter said.

The letter also alleged that
Pomona Police Chief Mike El-
lis, during an April 2022 Police
Oversight Commission meeting,
stated that “video of the incident
was not available because no vid-
eo exists.”

The letter claimed no details
were made available on how the
officer involved will be held ac-
countable and how the depart-
ment plans to enforce its proce-
dures.

“The community has been left
in the dark and has the right to

Access Commitment... from pg. 8

with a small product.”

“And not only that, but some-
times it’s a partnership, it’s an ex-
ternal referral that we have to send
out to some of our CDFI (commu-
nity development financial institu-
tions) partners in helping them out
in that regard, whether it be with

education, like training for the
offer, and then just additional re-
sources in addition to what the
bank has to offer,” he said.

For more information on the
program, contact a local US
Bank branch or visit the web site
at www.usbank.com/access.

know about the details of the in-
cident and how the department
will cease from using violent and
cover up tactics,” the letter con-
tinued.

La Nueva Voz reached out to
Pomona police officials for a re-
sponse. While they were prepar-
ing a comment, it did not become
available before press time for
this issue.

A cease and desist letter serves
as an official warning about il-
legal behavior and informs the
recipient that further penalties
could follow if the behavior does
not stop, although it does not au-
tomatically lead to a lawsuit.

The letter stated if the activity
continued, “there will be no oth-
er recourse than to commence a
claim for damages for a class ac-
tion lawsuit for noncompliance.”

Your ad
here!

(909) 629-2292

PAID ADVERTORIAL

IPoly, with students from more than 40 cities, named California Distinguished School

International Polytechnic High School (IPoly), located on the campus of Cal Poly Pomona and administered by the
Los Angeles County Office of Education, was recently honored with the 2024 California Distinguished School award.
This accolade celebrates the exceptional educational journey IPoly offers to a diverse student body, representing over
40 cities from public, private, and home school backgrounds.

o |
IPoly seniors Oscar Zayas, Kaelynn Cadiz
(at left), and Jasmine Le reflect on recent
college acceptance notices and their ex-
citing journeys ahead.

A 500-student specialized public college preparatory high school, IPoly centers around innovative project-based

learning, offering a unique opportunity for students to take concurrent college
courses starting in 10th grade. Through Dual Enroliment, the Special Admit
program, and the Cal Poly Young Scholars program, students may earn gen-
eral education college credits that are transferable to their future university.

"Because we are a small school, we can give more individual attention
to students," says Counselor Greg Anapol, highlighting the personalized ap-
proach that allows for direct academic and emotional support and interven-
tion, ensuring that every student’s needs are met. This focused approach has
led to remarkable outcomes: a 100% graduation rate, with 97% of graduates
continuing their education to college.

IPoly Students from a diverse range of backgrounds and cities are drawn to
the school’s reputation for fostering academic excellence, community involve-
ment, leadership, and practical skills to be used in college and career. |Poly
senior Kaelynn Cadiz of Diamond Bar, now on her path to UCLA to pursue a
publishing career, reflects on her growth at IPoly, "The project-focused learn-
ing and small class sizes really helped me become more comfortable with
public speaking," an essential skill she will carry into her future.

Oscar Zayas, a senior commuting from La Puente, was inspired to earn
straight A’s at IPoly due to “its emphasis towards working in a group and time
management, which are vital in the workplace,” he explains. Zayas aspires to
enter the field of broadcasting after majoring in Communications at San Jose
State University.

Pomona resident Jasmine Le was accepted to six colleges this year. She
will also attend UCLA in the fall, following her graduation from IPoly, and is

considering a career in the medical field. She found IPoly’s collaborative, close-knit environment to be pivotal to her
success, stating, “With IPoly being such a small school, you really get to know and become close to all of the students.
You truly become part of a community that understands and is kind to one another.”

The school’s doors are open to students regardless of city of residence, provided they meet admission criteria. This
includes a minimum two-year academic GPA of 2.5, acceptable teacher recommendations, a clean disciplinary and at-
tendance record, and passing an entrance examination. Space is limited to 136 students per grade level.

With its specialized curriculum, supportive community, and commitment to student success, IPoly stands out as a
leading educational institution, inviting students to engage in an enriching high school experience that lays a strong
foundation for college and beyond. For families considering IPoly, the application and additional resources are available
via the school's website at www.ipolyhighschool.org. The admissions office, at 909-839-2361, offers guidance through-
out the year to prospective students navigating the application process.
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said the next election in the United
States is “the election of our life-
time.”

“If you don’t do more, we’re go-
ing to be in trouble,” she said.

Another honoree, Deliana Spei-
ghts, secretary-treasurer of UFCW
1428, has long been a Roundtable
supporter, according to the pro-
gram notes.

She began her career as a UFCW
member in 1987 as a clerk’s helper
working at Boys Marina Market in
Marina Del Rey. In 1997 the union
hired her in the medical benefits
department at the local office and
she was promoted to office man-
ager within six months.

Speights was promoted to union
representative after the food strike
of 2003-2004, and she represented
members at four major supermar-
kets and two pharmacies. In ad-
dition, she has been a regional co-
ordinator for the union’s women’s

Members of the Union de Ranchos edueétrian coalition

Cesar Chavez breakfast... from pg. 4
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network, which has taken up the
conditions of low-wage women in
the retail sector.

She is an immigrant from Serbia
who came to this country with her
family through Amnesty Interna-
tional.

David Estrada, a labor leader
for the past 50 years and a Round-
table board member for the past
15 years, introduced Speights as

PR someone
who  has
come  up
through the
ranks.

“She has
demon -
strated her-
self to be a
community
champion,”
Estrada
said.

He added
that she is
also  work-

Roundtable Presidet Jose Calderon, at left, prese
humously to Harry Pachon. Pictured, accepting the award, are his
daughter, Melissa, at center, and his wife, Barbara.

nts an award post-

N wr

£

s ,;' Executive

ing in the community helping to
eradicate violence against women
and fighting to protect reproduc-
tive rights in the U.S. and Canada,
all while making a strong statement
for social and economic justice for
all workers.

“Here I stand today and I want
to recognize the wonderful people
that are here with me today,” Spei-
ghts said. But she added that her
efforts toward working conditions
and even feeding the less fortu-
nate in their time of need would
not have been possible without the
support of her family.

She told the audience her family
fled Serbia because they were per-
secuted for their religious beliefs.

“But in 1969 my dad made a
decision to . . . leave the homeland
and come to this country because
he knew the opportunities that
were ahead of him in America,”
she said. “As a child of immigrant
parents, as the first generation to
graduate college in my family, I

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

JOIN US
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GOOD NEWS &
GOOD STORIES

am a proud 35-year
member of UFCW
(and) T will con-
tinue my lifetime

commitment to
helping others.”
Also honored

were the four reg-
istered nurses and
five healthcare
workers at St. Fran-

Deliana Speights

Members of “Son Real” performed t this year’s Latino and Latina
Roundtable Cesar Chavez breakfast.

Director Lina Mira

cis Medical Cen-
ter in Lynwood
— known as the
Prime 9 — who
allegedly  were
fired during the
holidays by Prime
Healthcare, own-
er of the hospital,
after presenting
documentation
of unsafe staff-
ing and letters of
support at Prime’s
headquarters  in
Ontario, Califor-
nia.

The nurses are represented by
UNAC/UHCP and the healthcare
workers are represented by SEIU-
UHW.

Estrada introduced the group
and acknowledged their unwaver-
ing dedication and selfless service
exemplifying resilience and soli-
darity in the face of adversity.

“Behind the facade of this es-
teemed institution lies a tale of
injustice and corporate greed,” Es-
trada said. “The brave individuals
we honor today were unjustly fired
by their employer.”

The employees were recognized
for their determination and their ef-
forts.

La Nueva Voz reached out for
comment to St. Francis, where
a spokesperson said the hospital

Latino / Latina Roundtable

Fairplex President and CEO
Walter Marquez

Alicia Rodriguez, recipient of the Roundtable’s “Community
Star” award, at center, is honored by Roundtable President
Angela Sanbrano, at left, and Roundtable Board member Da-
vid Estrada.

has a 79-year legacy of providing
compassionate, quality healthcare
for the community with a mission
of “being a voice for our patients
(that) resonates with the mission of
Cesar Chavez.”

“We respect the voices and the
labor rights of our caregivers,
which is why we want to share
that, while unfortunate, the termi-
nation of nine of our employees in
late 2023 had nothing to do with
union membership but specifically
with individual employees’ viola-
tions of the hospital’s standards
of conduct, which require profes-
sionalism and respect and prohibit
abusive conduct,” the statement
continued.

“We have received accolades for
quality and dedication, including
Healthgrades’ 2024 Patient Safety
Excellence Award, an ‘A’ rating for
patient safety from Lown Institute,
and ‘Champion of the Year’ award
by the City of Lynwood,” the state-
ment said.

The statement added that St.
Francis “remains fully compliant
with all regulatory requirements,
including with respect to staffing.”

In fact, according to the spokes-
person, the hospital has expanded
services in areas of behavioral
health, geriatric emergency care,
thrombectomy-capable stroke care
and obstetrical emergency servic-

Cesar Chavez breakfast... pg. 19
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es.

The hospital is the largest em-
ployer in Lynwood and is “com-
mitted to ensuring access to health-
care for residents, both represented
and underrepresented.”

Another honoree, Harry Pachon,
a professor who was called a schol-
ar-activist, was recognized posthu-
mously at the event.

A resident of Claremont who
died in 2011, Pachon was presi-
dent of the Tomas Rivera Policy
Institute when it operated at Clare-

Mark Ramos, President
UFCW Western States Council

mont Graduate University. He was
also a professor of public policy at
USC.

He was instrumental in the for-
mation of the Roundtable when he
asked Calderon, then a professor
at Pitzer College, to call a meet-
ing of leaders in 2003 to discuss
the changing demographics in the
region.

That same year, the new group
led a march through 22 cities to
protest Gov. Schwarzenegger’s
veto of a bill that would have given
undocumented immigrants the
right to a driver’s license.

Pachon’s wife, Barbara, and
daughter, Melissa, accepted the
award on his behalf.

And this year’s “Community
Star Award” was presented to Ali-

cia Rodriguez, an immigrant from
Colima, Mexico, who taught el-
ementary, middle and high school
for 21 years after an earlier career
in the private sector as a worker’s
compensation claims examiner.

She has been a member of the
Roundtable since its inception and
has contributed to its major events
and committees. She has served
on the board of directors for the
last four years.

She volunteers her skills and
time to Financially Fit Founda-
tion and to the San Gabriel Valley-

J

Pomona City Councilmember Nora Gar-
cia greeted participants at this year’s
Cesar Chavez breakfast on behalf of the
City of Pomona.

Inland Empire Labor Council for
Latin American Advancement.

The Community Star Award was
created to recognize individuals
who provide exemplary service in-
side the Roundtable.

She was introduced by Estrada
as someone who has worked tire-
lessly and selflessly to empower

Latinos and other minorities in the
community.
“Now in my sixth decade . . . I

work tirelessly to make the world
a better place,” Rodriguez said.
“I see people like you . . . people
from all walks of life (and) all eth-
nic backgrounds. And I call on
you, our brothers and sisters, to
pledge your life to make positive
change, and especially to the youth
in the house to carry the torch in
the struggle.”
State Sen. Susan Rubio

State Sen. Susan Rubio, who
told the Roundtable she came to
this country as an undocumented
child whose father was a farm-
worker and day laborer, thanked
the Roundtable for the work they
do.

“People like you have helped my
father, my family, with those diffi-
cult years, the collective work of
the community, Cesar Chavez, the

legacy . . . to ensure that commu-
nity lifts up community,” she said.

And UFCW Western States
Council President Mark Ramos,
elected nearly two years ago as the
group’s first Latino president, cited
the legacy of Cesar Chavez which
he said was about unionism, dig-
nity and respect in the workplace.

“The fight was never about
grapes and lettuce, it was always
about people,” Ramos cited as one
of his favorite quotes from Chavez.
And he added that if Chavez was
with the group at the breakfast, he
would say “celebrate today but to-
morrow we roll up our sleeves and
we get to work.”

Fairplex President and CEO
Walter Marquez welcomed the
group to the event.

Scholarship winners

Six scholarship winners were in-
troduced at the event. It was the
Roundtable’s 12th year of provid-
ing scholarships to help with col-
lege expenses. Education is a part
of the Roundtable’s mission in an
effort to continue the legacy of Ce-
sar Chavez organizing and doing
work in the community.

The six, selected for their work
in the image of Chavez, were se-
lected from a list

Garey High spring concert on Disney
theme set for next month

The Garey High School Mu-
sic Department’s annual spring
concert — “Music Extravaganza
2024: A Disney Celebration!” —
showcasing talent with a tribute
to the timeless magic of Disney is
scheduled for next month at Po-
mona’s Garey High School.

The performances are set for
8 p.m. Friday, May 17, and Sat-
urday, May 18, at the school, lo-
cated at 321 W. Lexington Ave.,
Pomona.

In addition to the musical per-
formances, also offered is a VIP
dinner on the theme “A Tour of
Disney,” with a buffet menu fea-
turing delightful dishes inspired
by beloved Disney classics in-
cluding “Lady and the Tramp”
(spaghetti and meatballs), “Cin-
deralla” (baked chicken with
green beans and mashed pota-
toes), ‘“Mulan” (veggie chow
mein) and the classic French dish
ratatouille from “Ratatouille.”

After the concert, a reception is
scheduled that should be reminis-
cent of Alice in Wonderland’s tea
party, complete with coffee, lem-
onade, iced tea and an assortment

of mini desserts.

Tickets for the ‘“President’s
VIP Dinner” are $40, VIP floor
seating tickets (including re-
ception after the show) are $25,
and general admission is $15.
Students and seniors are $12,
children 8 through 14 are $7,
children up to age 7 are free and
Pomona Unified School District
music students are free.

“Legacy Awards” will be
presented to three Garey High
School alumni for their “unwav-
ering support and significant
contributions to the arts within
our community and Garey High
School — Pomona Unified School
District’s Community Schools
Coordinator Julia Cortez, who
is retiring, Victor Lopez of Vic’s
Bike Shop, and Assemblymem-
ber Freddie Rodriguez.

An art exhibit showcasing the
work of the school’s art depart-
ment — including 11 new murals
— will be on display.

Your ad here!
(909) 629-2292

of 15 applicants.
Each received a

$1,000  scholar-
ship check.
The winners

were Eileen Ra-
mos of Cal Poly
Pomona, Em-
manuel Delvalle
of Pitzer College,
Jesse Suarez of
Mt. SAC, Mar-
celino Atilano of
Cal Poly Pomona,
Orlando Arias,
University of Cali-
fornia, and Osval-

ry
Ani
nimao.
Eso es lo que necesito para
enfrentar el Alzheimer.

No es facil aceptar que los problemas
de memoria puedan ser un signo de la
enfermedad de Alzheimer y no solo una
parte normal del envejecimiento.

Pero puedo reducir mi riesgo,

do Garcia Barron,
of Pitzer College.
The event, the
Roundtable’s sec-
ond “live” event
after meeting vir-
tually during the
pandemic, each
year  celebrates
the life and legacy
of Cesar Chavez
and the work of
the Roundtable,
its members and
volunteers in the
community.

controlando mi presién arterial y
mi diabetes tipo 2.

Porque yo tengo la valentia para
enfrentar el Alzheimer.

Obtén mas informacién en
EnfrentaALZ.com

ENFRENTA 2 ALZ
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Pomona Concert Band spring concert set for May 17

The Pomona Concert Band has
scheduled its annual spring con-
cert titled “Musical Masters, Past
and Present,” for 7:30 p.m. Friday,
May 17, in Pomona’s Palomares
Park Community Center.

Linda Taylor, Jorge Garcia and
Kerry Kline will be directing and
master of ceremonies will be Pau-
la Lantz.

Featured will be music from

past music masters and selected
new composers.

Selections will include Leon-
ard Bernstein’s “Overture to
Candide,” “Fanfare and Allegro”
by Clifton Williams, and three
marches by John Philip Sousa.

Palomares Park is located at
499 E. Arrow Highway, Pomona,
and the concert is free and open to
the public.

Pomona Valley Hospital ‘joint replacement’
award puts Pomona in top 10 percent in the nation

Pomona Valley Hospital Medi-
cal Center has received a 2024
“Joint Replacement Excellence
Award” from Healthgrades, plac-
ing the hospital among the top 10
percent in the nation.

“This distinction, along with
numerous other accolades from
Healthgrades, reflects PVHMC’s
outstanding clinical performance
and distinguishes them as one of
the nation’s leading hospitals,” a

La Nueva Voz...
Follow us on
Facebook
and
Instagram!

spokesperson said in a news re-
lease.

“From surgery to recovery, our
joint replacement team is dedi-
cated to helping our patients re-
gain their mobility using the latest
minimally invasive surgical meth-
ods and practicing the highest
standards in rehabilitation,” said
Hospital President and CEO Rich
Yochum.

FOR RENT
Two and three bedroom
homes in Pomona, central
heating and air condition-
ing, laundry hookups, pri-
vate back yards (descrip-
tions may vary).
$2,500 to $2,900/month
plus security deposit.
Information:
(909) 896-1463

LGBTQ+ elected group, called first
of its kind, becomes official

Driven by a commitment to
ensure measures are in place to
protect, preserve and advance the
LGBTQ+ community, the Los
Angeles County LGBTQ+ Elect-
ed Officials association has been
established, according to a news
release from Los Angeles County
Assessor Jeff Prang, president of
the new group.

Prang said the group believed
the association was particularly
important in light of what he called
increasing attacks on their rights.

“With our vast number of LG-
BTQ+ elected officials in Los An-
geles County, we have a stronger
voice when we speak with a uni-
fied voice,” Prang said. “With the
increase in public homophobia
and anti-LGBTQ+ legislation op-
position to our community here
and nationally, it’s vital we have

a united front to protect our rights
and liberties.”

He added that as elected of-
ficials, “our voices will resonate
strongly as we advocate for poli-
cies, programs and legislation that
will ensure equality and safety for
everyone.”

The new group has been meet-
ing unofficially for several months
while working to officially regis-
ter the organization as a 504(c)4
“California  Nonprofit Mutual
Benefit Corporation” focused on
education, advocacy and mutual
support.

Its inaugural meeting was held
on April 13 in downtown Los An-
geles. In addition to Prang, other
officers include Claremont City
Councilmember Ed Reece and
Burbank City Councilmember
Nikki Perez as vice presidents,

Pasadena City College Trustee Al-
ton Wang treasurer, and El Monte
City Councilmember Martin Her-
rera secretary.

Speakers at the meeting in-
cluded Congressmember Robert
Garcia (D-Long Beach) and State
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo
Lara.

According to the news release,
Los Angeles County is home to
more than 50 “out” LGBTQ+
elected officials elected to serve on
water boards, school and college
boards, city councils, city clerks,
legislators, county officials and as
members of Congress.

“The demographic and geo-
graphic diversity of the officials
demonstrates the growth and
progress that has been made for
LGBTQ+ rights throughout the re-
gion,” Prang said.

The following public service ads are courtesy of La Nueva Voz

Project Sister Family Services

Feeding the Hungry,
Sheltering the Homeless

Abused by your partner
and need help?
24-hour hotline:

(909) 988-5559 or toll

free at (877) 988-5559

Sexual Assault and
. . Grocery Distribution at .
Child Abuse Services 209 W. Pearl St. }fﬁrll;ﬁl
909-626-4357 Pomona PARTNERS
or 626-966-4155 Volunteering: 909-622-3806
www.projectsister.org www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
HOUSE OF RUTH Pomona Public Library Hours

Monday through Thursday
Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday
11 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Friday and Sunday
Closed

Info on student group programs at AGRIscapes:
www.agriscapes.cpp-edu

4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

Sign up for Pomona Unified School District’s
Free ‘Early Learning Literacy’ App!
It’s a fun way to improve reading skills.
Register at www.myf2b.com/register/pomona
footsteps2brilliance
La Nueva Voz is a proud member of PUSD’s Literacy Collaborative.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Switch and save up
to $250/year on your
talk, text and data. No

contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk
and text with flexible
data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based
customer service. For
more information, call
1-844-908-0605

CABLE/INTERNET/TV

DIRECTYV Sports Pack
3 Months on Usl Watch
pro and college sports
LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty
networks included. NFL,
College Football, MLB,
NBA, NHL, Golf and
more. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762

SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour
response. Running
or not. Maximum Tax
Deduction and No
Emission Test Required!
Call 24/7- 1-877-434-
6852.

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. All 50
States. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7:
1-855-408-6546.

AUTOS WANTED FINANCIAL SERVICES
DONATE YOUR Struggling with debt? If
VEHICLE to fund the you have over $10,000 in

debt we help you be debt
free in as little as 24-48
months. Pay nothing to
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-
435-4860.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-
439-5645 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Get your deduction
ahead of the year-end!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and
secure a generous
year-end tax credit. Call
Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-844-491-2884
today

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate

today. 20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-855-424-7581

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as
little as one day. For
a limited time, we're
waiving ALLinstallation
costs. (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766

No consumer loans.
TIME SHARE

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Now

featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
timel Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-888-989-
5749

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational
package and learn
how to get rid of
your timesharel Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
866-675-2404

TRAVEL

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/
calnews #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
plus dozens of other
popular trips! Starting
at $1649 per person

(double occupancy
required.) YMT Vacations
plans everything, leaving

you to relax and enjoy.

Call 1-844-301-9235 for

more details. Use promo

code YMT2024 for $250
off. Limited time only.

MISCELLANEOUS

LOANS

RETIRED COUPLE
$$3$$ for business
purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit
unimportant. V.1.P.
Trust Deed Company
www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073.

DID YOU KNOW
Newspaper-generated
content is so valuable

it's taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed,
posted, copied, edited,
and emailed countless
times throughout
the day by others?
Discover the Power
of Newspaper
Advertising. For MORE
INFORMATION call
916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com
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TRAINING AND TOOLS FOR HONEY PRODUCTION -- id youhear the buzz about Poona Rotary? They went all the way to an African villae i Kenya to give

e honey. It all started

o LN SR T Rl > L i
away some beehives so the locals could produc

when Pomona Rotarians Malika Kachani and Sandy Christensen organized a fundraiser and collected other donations to gift the women of the community with 50 beehives. Rotary President Josh Landis told La Nueva Voz the income
generating project included training and the necessary tools for honey production. The goal of the project was to empower the women and to improve their livelihood. Pictured personally presenting the beehives to the ladies in Kenya last
week are, at left, Malika Kachani with Sandy Christensen, center.

Lions schedule free vision screening event in Chino

Members of the Pomona Host
Lions Club and Chino Valley
Lions Club, in conjunction with
California Lions Friends in Sight,
are again partnering to sponsor a
free vision screening event next
month in Chino.

Scheduled for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 11, at the Chino
Community Building, 5443 B
Street Chino, the event is open to
both children and adults.

Organizers point out that it is

not intended to replace a com-
prehensive eye examination and
refraction that can be obtained
through an optometrist’s or oph-
thalmologist’s office.

However, the exam is designed
to assess patients for ocular
health concerns and provide a
usable pair of eyeglasses at no
charge until patients are able to
obtain professional services on
their own.

In addition to the vision screen-

o StateFarm

John Forbing
Agent

154 Wast SAN JOSE AVE
CLAREMONT, CA S1T1

Bus: 909-623-8B5T1

Fax: 909-620-5869

www jchnforbing.com
Insurance License #0502558

Setel wm
Bgcrmngion,

Llameme para un presupuesto ahora

Always a call
or click away

Call me for a quote today

ing, used eyeglasses and hearing
aids will be collected at the event.

Participants are urged to arrive
early in the day as the screen-
ing may close early subject to
attendance. No identification is
required. At last year’s event in
Pomona, nearly 300 adults and
children were screened by eye-
care professionals.

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?

Call Renee Barbee, V.P. of Marketing and Operations

(909) 629-2292

Executive Board Member,
Pomona Chamber of Commerce

www.lanuevavoz.net

TODD Memorial CHAPEL

FUNERAL ADVISORS AND DIRECTORS
Your Independent, family owned and operated Funeral Home since 1907.

Serving the Greater Pomona Valley for five generations!

Our Spanish speaking funeral directors have more than
80 years of combined experience in arranging services,
burials, entombments, cremations and transporting of
loved ones to Mexico and Latin America. Serving the §
needs of all faiths and all cemeteries.

(909) 622-1217

FAX (909) 623-3950
toddchapel@toddchapel.com
www.toddmemorialchapel.com

Pomona Chapel and Business Offices
570 N. Garey Ave. Pomona, CA 91767

Claremont Chapel
325 N. Indian Hill Blvd. Claremont, CA 91711

Mitchell Todd, Joel Diaz, Nina Hernndez, Rudy Urrea
Hablamos Espariol
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at the Spring Egg-Strav-

Public Library! Pictured
are kids having their pho-
to taken with the "Spring
Bunny," the official start
of the egg hunt on the
Civic Center lawn, face
painting as always, and
one of the three trains
giving free train rides
around the plaza during
the event.

Serv1ces held in Pomona for Margaret Castaneda

A celebration of life
was held last week at
New Life Church in Po-
mona for Margaret Cas-
taneda, who died earlier
this month at her Pomo-
na home where she had
been under hospice care
for the past five months.
She was 90.

Castaneda was born
in East Los Angeles
and was the daughter
of Joe Valdiva and Julia
Romero. She was one
of five children — three
girls and two boys.

She married Peter
Ruiz at the age of 16
and together they had
six children - Peter,
Debra, Richard, Eloise,
Steven and Ray. After
a divorce, she moved to
Montebello, where she
met her second husband, Tony
Arauz. They had one son, Tony.

She later moved to Azusa,
where she worked at Optical
Radiation, her last job until she
retired.

Castaneda enjoyed working

Margaret Castaneda

in sales at King Richard’s An-
tiques in Whittier where she was
known for making friends with
everyone she encountered.

After her retirement, she took
a job next door to her home at
New Life Church in Pomona

where she also volun-
teered during the Hal-
loween festival each
year.

She enjoyed her tele-
vision shows including
“The Golden Girls” and
“Mike and Molly” and
she loved her two small
dogs Sugar and Candy.

And she enjoyed get-
ting all dressed up each
year for her annual
Mother’s Day tea with
her grandkids, Britta-
nee and Dyllan.

She loved cooking
and always volunteered
to make taquitos.

A reception followed
services at the Foothill
Village Club House.

She was survived by
one daughter, Eloise,
nine grandchildren (in-
cluding Michele Huerta, daugh-
ter of Renee Barbee of La Nueva
Voz and the late Steven Ruiz),
and many great-grandchildren.
Castaneda and her ex-daughter-
in-law Renee remained close un-
til the end.

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?

Call Renee Barbee, V.P. of Marketing and Operations
(909) 629-2292 - www.lanuevavoz.net

Board Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce

It was all things eggs and ~_: -
bunnies again this month

aganza at the Pomona |

Photo by Renee Barbee
HISTORY IN THE SKY! -- It was like witnessing history in the sky early this month when a
rare solar eclipse (partial only visible in Southern California) could be seen. Here's what it
looked like in Westmont at the moment the maximum amount of visible sun was covered by
the moon crossing in front. Miss this one? No worries -- next one comes around on March

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (8 lﬂ} 248‘1](‘(}(} Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sutficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Depariment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party boans generally have higherinterest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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RIBBON CUTTING AT MT. SAN ANTONIO GARDENS -- The Pomona Chamber of Commerce and the Claremont Chamber of Commerce held a joint ribbon cutting ceremony this month for a new building at Mt. San Antonio Gardens, a
residential community for older adults. Why two chambers? It turns out the residential community's campus is right on the line and is in both Pomona and Claremont. The new building, "The Cedars at Mt. San Antonio Gardens," a three-
story facility housing individual residential units, was built on the exact site of the first building at Mt. San Antonio Gardens, which opened for business in 1961. Pictured from left, with several staff members from Mt. San Antonio Gardens,
are Pomona Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee, of La Nueva Voz; Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado; Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval; Claremont City Councilmember Ed Reece; Claremont Mayor Pro Tem Corey
Calaycay; Mt. San Antonio Gardens President and CEO Patricia Williams; Claremont City Councilmember Jennifer Stark; Mt. San Antonio Gardens Vice President of Engagement Linnette Guidera; Claremont Chamber Board Chair Stacey

Caponigro; Claremont Chamber Executive Director Randy Lopez; and former Mt. San Antonio Gardens President and CEO Maureen Beith. Mt. San Antonio Gardens is located at 900 E. Harrison Ave., Pomona.

Looking for employment>
2024 VENDOR JOB FAIR

E‘mghtbuym:byhdnpmﬁmﬂ providers supporting individuals

with developmental disabilities In the San Gabriel/Pormona Valleys
Fridoy, May 3, 2024
10:000m-3pm

5o Gabrie/Pomona Regione Center

Pomona, CASITEE
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PERSONAL AD

MAN seeking a FEMALE relationship.

I'm Dennis, a 73-year-old man, on a
heartfelt search for a lasting connection
filled with trust, companionship, and love
with a special woman. | hope to find a life
partner and a best friend, someone with
whom | can share the remainder of my
years. Life is meant to be lived to the fullest,
hand in hand with someone you truly care
about. If you're interested in embarking
on this journey with me, please feel free
to drop me a message to know about you
at oceandeepi152@gmail.com. I'm open
to connecting with someone between the
ages of 65 and 83.
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Los Angeles County Supervisor

HILDA L. SOLIS

First District




