
SALUTING THE VETER-
ANS – Saluting the veter-
ans on Memorial Day at
Pomona Valley Memorial
Park are, from left, Re-
becca Hib, 9, of American
Heritage Girls Troop 3403,
and P.J. Hib, 7, of Cub
Scout Troop 602, with
their mom, Shawn Hib, of
Upland.
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Offering training for professional preschool teachers
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All 77 members of the eighth graduating class of Pomonaʼs School of Arts and Enterprise are pictured after
marching into the Fox Theater.

The 87 members of the first-ever graduating class at Pomonaʼs Fremont Academy line up in the Pomona Fairplex Conference Center.

The seven members of the Class of 2014 at
LeRoy Haynes Center in La Verne line up to
receive their diplomas in ceremonies
demonstrating what was called the “epit-
ome of perseverance.” (Faces are con-
cealed and identities withheld because of
court-mandated confidentiality require-
ments.)

Graduating high school seniors
were sent on their way at the end of
this year’s school year – filled with
memories of their high school years
but full of ambition to set out on their
own to chart their own course for the
future.

In the Pomona Unified School
District alone, a total of 1,604 stu-
dents received their diplomas from
seven high schools.

And the ceremony represented a
major accomplishment to the stu-
dents – whether they were part of the
seven-member graduating class at the
LeRoy Haynes Center in La Verne,
the 87 members of the first-ever
graduating class at Pomona’s Fre-
mont Academy of Engineering &
Design, or the 77 members of the
eighth graduating class of Pomona’s
School of Arts and Enterprise.

Elizabeth Harper, principal of Fre-
mont, which includes grades seven

Pomona’s Inter Valley Health Plan President and CEO
Ron Bolding, who received the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce 2013 Community Service Award last week, said his
company’s philosophy is to reach out to the community in
an effort to be a good corporate citizen.

“And we do that because we know in order to have a suc-
cessful community, you’ve got to be good members of the
community, you’ve got to know who your neighbor is and
you’ve got to be a contributor to
that community,” Bolding said.

The award, the Chamber’s
highest honor, is presented each
year to an individual who has con-
sistently played a vital leadership
role in community service organ-

COMMUNITY SERVICE
AWARD WINNER – Ron
Bolding of Pomonaʼs Inter Val-
ley Health Plan received the
annual Pomona Chamber of
Commerce Community Serv-
ice Award, the Chamberʼs
highest honor, at an installation of officers and awards dinner last week at Cal Poly University Pomona.
The award was presented to Bolding by Cal Poly President Dr. Mike Ortiz who was last yearʼs recipi-
ent.  Pictured, from left, are Ortiz, Chamber Executive Director Frank Garcia and Bolding.

Inter Valley Health Plan’s Ron Bolding receives Chamber’s Community Service Award

Congresswoman Gloria Negrete
McLeod, speaking last month at
Pomona’s Memorial Day services at
Pomona Valley Memorial Park, said the
holiday is a day to “memorialize all
those who perished serving our country
in foreign wars, here at home, every-
where else.”

McLeod, who said the observance,
the nation’s 128th observance of Me-
morial Day, would be
her last in Pomona as
a member of Congress
(she is in a close
runoff after the June 3
primary with Assem-
blyman Curt Hagman
for San Bernardino
County Board of Su-
pervisors District 4),
urged the audience to
“celebrate those that
are currently serving

Pomona recognizes nation’s veterans on Memorial Day

High school seniors graduate, head off into the future
through 12, told her graduates in cer-
emonies at the Pomona Fairplex
Conference Center this month that
they represent “the future of the
school district, this community, the

PAYING HER RESPECT – Shyla Enriquez, 4, of Pomona, turned
out to pay her respect at last monthʼs Memorial Day activities at
Pomona Valley Memorial Park. 



FARMER BOYS RESTAURANT OPENS IN POMONAʼS NEW RIO RANCHO TOWNE CENTER – The Farmer Boys team from corporate offices
in Riverside on down turned out for last monthʼs grand opening and ribbon cutting of a new Farmer Boys restaurant in Pomonaʼs new Rio Rancho
Towne Center at Rio Rancho Road and the 71 Freeway.  Manager and franchisee Maria McGarrell said the Pomona location is her second store after
operating another Farmer Brothers near the University of California at Riverside for the past 12 years.  She said the new Pomona location created
30 jobs – all filled with employees from in and around Pomona with the exception of a cook who transferred from the Riverside location.  “The City
of Pomona is very excited to have the new franchise here,” said Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman.  Pictured, from left, are Stephanie Pinedo, a mem-
ber of Miss Pomonaʼs court; Miss Pomona Yesenia Perez; Roy McGarrell, manager Maria McGarrellʼs husband; Maria McGarrell; Pomona City Coun-
cilmembers Adriana Robledo and Ginna Escobar; Mayor Rothman; Pomona Chamber of Commerce President-elect Jill Dolan; Downtown Pomona
Owners Association President Carolyn Hemming; and Pomona City Councilmember Paula Lantz.  Pictured, at far right, are Ken Clark, President and
COO of Farmer Boys Food, Inc., second from right, and Kevin Kelly, Vice President of Operations for Farmer Boys, at right.  Farmer Boys, head-
quartered in downtown Riverside, operates 77 stores including four in Las Vegas and 73 throughout California.  The new Farmer Boys is located at
625 Rio Rancho Road in Pomona.  For more information, call (909) 622-7929.
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¡La conservación del agua empieza en su hogar! ¡Hay una serie de descuentos disponibles para ayudar a conservar el agua y ahorrar dinero también! 
Visite www.socalwatersmart.com para aprender más acerca de los descuentos en su área.

Assemblymember Freddie Ro-
driguez called the state budget ap-
proved by the Assembly and signed
into law by the governor last week a
budget that “invests in California’s fu-
ture.”

“The budget... reflects our commit-

Assemblyman Freddie Rodriguez releases statement on state budget
ment to fiscal discipline by paying
down our debt and investing in our
shared priorities,” Rodriguez said in a
prepared statement.

“After years of cuts to education, we
are able to increase funding to our
schools by $5.6 billion and make a sub-

stantial investment in pre-school and
early education,” he added.  “This
year’s budget also provides for over
$1.2 billion in shovel-ready infrastruc-
ture improvement projects that will cre-
ate jobs, improve our local streets and
create affordable housing projects.”

Professor Jose Calderon; labor
leader Connie Leyva, United Food and
Commercial Workers Local 1428
President; and immigrant advocate
Emillio Amaya, executive director of
the San Bernardino Community Serv-
ice Center, will be honored at a
fundraiser for the Pomona Economic
Opportunity Center and the Rancho
Cucamonga Fernando Pedraza Com-
munity Coalition in Pomona Saturday.

The event, on the theme “Support

Calderon, Leyva and Amaya to  be honored at fundraiser
the Struggle,” a second annual
tardeada and garden party fundraiser,
will be held from 4 to 8 p.m. Saturday,
June 28, at the home of Arturo
Jimenez, 768 E. Philadelphia St.,
Pomona.

On hand will be day laborers and
community members representing the
two organizations, along with elected
officials, undocumented students,
Pomona residents, immigration ac-
tivists and musicians.
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How well is your child prepared for kindergarten and years beyond?
McKinley MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL is the best choice!

• 1:8 Teacher/Child Ratios
• Montessori-Trained & Fully Accredited Teachers with Permits
• Healthy breakfast, lunch & snacks at no cost
• Our kids are reading by age 5
• Ask about our state-funded program
• We accept CalWorks

¡La Academia McKinley MONTESSORI es la
mejor opción para la educación de su hijo! 

Ofrecemos una enseñanza superior que fomenta el
auto-estima y la auto-imagen de manera feliz y
saludable. Nuestros maestros son acreditados.

Let us open your child’s mind to discovery and self-learning.

Providing a MONTESSORI 
environment which fosters 

self-esteem and a healthy, 

happy, and strong self-image.

HALF OFF 1ST MONTHʼS TUITION

WITH THIS AD
PRIVATE PROGRAM ONLY

Reciba un descuento en 

su primer mes de registro. 
Program privado solamente.

¡Visitenos 

ahora!
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in the armed forces and not only them but all of the
families that also sacrifice when someone is gone
– they also pay the pain of having their loved ones
gone (while away on duty).”

Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin
said it was a day “to celebrate the life and death of
our heroes.”

“I want to thank every single one of you that has
served our country and has kept us safe,” she said.

And State Sen. Norma Torres said Memorial
Day will always have a special meaning for her.

“As a Blue Star mom (Blue Star Mothers of
America, Inc., an organization of mothers whose
children have served in the military), I am grateful
that every year we take some time from our busy
life to acknowledge the freedoms that we enjoy
and give thanks to our veterans for having
given so much of themselves,” Torres said.

She added that as a councilmember in
Pomona, she received a “dreadful call” that the
first soldier killed in the line of duty in Iraq was
from her city council district in north Pomona.

Karen Caddel, former commander of
Pomona’s American Legion Post 30, presented
a tribute to women in the military.

“ W o m e n

Memorial Day... from pg. 1

Pomona City Councilmember
Debra Martin

FLAG CEREMONY – A memorial flag-folding cere-
mony was presented by Pomonaʼs Ganesha High
School J.R.O.T.C.

PLACING THE MEMORIAL WREATH – Karen Caddel,
past commander of Pomonaʼs American Legion Post 30,
places a memorial wreath during Memorial Day cere-
monies last month at Pomona Valley Memorial Park.

Pomona Valley Memorial Park
Board Member Beth Bingham

Congresswoman
Gloria Negrete McLeod

State Sen. Norma Torres Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman

Karen Caddel, Past Commander,
American Legion Post 30

Master of Ceremonies
John Grillot

Commander, American
Legion Post 30

FIRING SQUAD SALUTE – A firing squad salute was presented at last
monthʼs Memorial Day program at Pomona Valley Memorial Park by the
Naval J.R.O.T.C. from Lutheran High School of La Verne.

Ask about our low rates for
inserting your pre-printed ad,
flier or menu in La Nueva Voz.

Call Renee at
(909) 762-1446(909) 762-1446 today!

Your Insert Here!

Memorial Day... pg. 20
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Open House every

Wednesday at 3:45 p.m.

Now enrolling 9th to 12th

grade students.

Fully accredited Public

Charter School.

• Rigorous Academic Program

• 96% College Acceptance Rate

• Small Learning Community –

Student/Teacher Ratio 22:1

• Professional Visual &

Performing Arts Instruction

• Business and Financial

Literacy Education

• Tuition Free

Now Accepting Applications

351 S. Reservoir St., Pomona, CA 91766

Especialistas en
reparaciones de carros

domésticos e importados

• Expertos en color
• Restauraciones
• Partes de plástico
• Uretano
• Reparación de Fibra de Vidrio
• Reparación de Defensas
• Reparación Mayor de Carrocería
• Todo Tipo de Colisión
• Servicio de Grua Gratis
• Renta de Auto Gratis (2 días)
• Recojemos y Entregamos Gratis
• Trabajo Garantizado

Quality is not expensive... itʼs priceless!
30 years Experience!

Free Estimates

¡30 Años de Experiencia!
Presupuestos Gratis

Specializing in the repair of all
foreign and domestic vehicles

• Expert Color Matching
• Restorations
• Plastic Bodies
• Urethane
• Fiberglass Repairs
• Bumper Repairs
• Major Frame and Unibody Repairs
• Minor to Major Collisions
• Free Towing w/Service
• Free 2-Day Car Rental
• Free Pickup and Deliver
• All Work Guaranteed
• Ask Manager for Details

Phone: 909-620-5464
Free 24-hour towing with repair. Call 909 623 1487

Deductible
Financing Available!

See manager
for details.

We offer discounts
for military, seniors

and students!

By Amanda Therrien
Marketing Assistant

Cal Poly Pomona Foundation, Inc.

Rabia Minhas has a palpable ado-
ration for education and the Pomona
community. She graduated from Cal
Poly Pomona University, has
worked in the Pomona Unified
School District for more than a
decade, and has just finished her
first year as principal at Kellogg
Polytechnic Elementary School, just
a mile from the Cal Poly campus.

“It’s home to me!” Minhas said
of her time in Pomona. “I have this
dream of being able to give back to
the community.”

Before Minhas became an educa-
tor in Pomona, her dreams were to
own her own restaurant. When she
moved to California from Houston,
she enrolled at Cal Poly in the hotel
and restaurant management pro-
gram. It wasn’t until she started vol-
unteering at her younger brother’s
elementary school when she real-
ized that her true passion was work-
ing with children.

“When I was in the classroom, I
fell in love with what I was doing,”
said Minhas.

Minhas left her hospitality stud-
ies to pursue a career in education.

After graduating from Cal Poly,

Minhas became a teacher at a
Pomona elementary school that she
described as “challenging” but she
said that she “loved the difference
she was making.” She continued to
make a difference when she became
a resource teacher/administrator de-
signee where she worked with Eng-
lish language learners. Over the
years, Minhas continued to teach
and take on higher leadership roles
at various Pomona schools.

“They say that every experience
you have prepares you for some-
thing, and each of the experiences
I’ve had at these wonderful, diverse
schools has built the foundation for
the work I am doing today,” Minhas
said. “I look back with fondness,
appreciation, and gratitude for every
single one of my experiences.”

When Minhas was a student at
Cal Poly, she gained a lot of hands-
on experience and says that she felt
truly supported and inspired every
day. She tries to apply the same
learn-by-doing approach that Cal
Poly is known for to Kellogg Poly-
technic, specifically in the fields of
science, math, and engineering.

Minhas is passionate about reviv-
ing a garden near the playground in
order to enhance the learn-by-doing
method. Her ideas for the garden
are endless – she would like to have

Cal Poly Pomona graduate finds new home as principal of school near university
plants that attract butterflies, so her
students can learn about the insects’
life cycle; she would like to restore
the water fountain, so her students
can learn about amphibians and
other critters that may inhabit the
area; she would like to coordinate a
worm composting
project, so stu-
dents can learn
about the food and
life cycle; she
would even like to
put a large Chi-
nese “tangram”
math puzzle near
the garden, which
is already in
progress.

“It would be a
neat experience
for the kids who
may not have op-
portunities to see
things like that,” said Minhas.

The school has been working on
the garden project with Cal Poly’s
College of Education and Integra-
tive Studies and College of Agricul-
ture. Working with the university on
this development is satisfying an-
other one of her goals as principal –
she would like to build an even
stronger partnership with her alma
mater.

“The kids love getting the sup-
plies! It means the world to some of
them,” Minhas said. “Budgets are
tight, so supplies are a huge help.”

With the support of Cal Poly and
the foundation, she hopes to “do
everything she can for each individ-
ual child on her campus” and looks
forward to watching them grow and
succeed.

As Minhas’ first year as principal
comes to a close, she still said that
she is in a “dream state.”

“I still walk around campus and
think ‘Wow! Someone gave me my
own school!’”

According to Minhas, her educa-
tional career in the Pomona commu-
nity, particularly her role as
principal, has been beyond what she
could have imagined for herself,
and she credits much of her inspira-
tion to her superintendent and
deputy superintendent.

“This journey has been filled with
meeting amazing, supportive, kind
people and opportunities that I’ve
embraced because they have pol-
ished me,” Minhas said. “I cannot
wait to see what new and exciting
adventures await.”

Minhas’ adventures may include
another trip to Cal Poly as she is
considering returning to work on her
doctoral degree in education.

“It is a wonderful institution. I
am who I am today because of a lot
of my professors there,” Minhas
said.

“Rabia Minhas... is a Bronco
through and through,” said Dr.
Peggy Kelly, Dean of Education and

Integrative Stud-
ies, who has been
working with Min-
has on the garden
project. “She has
done a great job of
building on the
strengths and
progress of the
prior principal. We
have many com-
mon dreams about
how we can work
together to support
the students in her
school.”

The Cal Poly
Pomona Foundation also supports
Kellogg Polytechnic Elementary
School, as the school is located in
the neighborhood where the founda-
tion owns several homes in a fac-
ulty/staff affordable housing
program. The foundation donates
items to the school every fall
through the Community Assistance
Reinforcing Educational Success
(C.A.R.E.S.) Program.

Rabia Minhas
Principal
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EDITOR'S NOTE: "Hope & Hurdles," an on-going feature appearing in La Nueva Voz,
was created by artist Evy Schuman as an attempt to "poke fun" at the little things that
trouble us all from time to time. Evy, who is also a published writer on the subject, cre-
ated the cartoon series to show her work at a creative writing class she co-facilitates
at Pomona's Tri-City Wellness Center.

HOSPITAL RECEIVES AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION AWARD – Staff members at
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center re-
ceived a “Get with the Guidelines – Stroke
Gold-Plus Quality Achievement Award”last
month from the American Heart Associa-
tion/American Stroke Association for imple-
menting specific quality improvement
measures outlined by the organization for the
treatment of stroke patients. Stroke is the
number four cause of death and a leading
cause of adult disability in the United States.

STROKE AWARENESS DAY – Pomona Valley Hospi-
tal Medical Center sponsored a “stroke awareness day”
event in celebration of the hospitalʼs stroke survivors at
the hospitalʼs Pomona Valley Health Center in Clare-
mont. The event provided blood pressure screenings,
stroke risk assessments, signs and symptoms of stroke
and what to do, information on the newest technology in
stroke diagnostics, support and resources for caregivers
and more. Pictured at the event with their computers
that enabled visitors to determine their risk factors for
stroke are, from left, Kimberly Jones, R.N., and Karen
Chang, both clinical stroke program coordinators;
Jeanne Tan, R.D., clinical nutrition manager at the hos-
pital; Deborah Keasler, the hospitalʼs director of cardiac
services; and Peggy Mata, cardiac service coordinator.

Corrections
The caption for the Todd Con-

struction Services, Inc., ribbon-cut-
ting in last monthʼs La Nueva Voz
contained erroneous information.
Todd has been in business for 37
years and located in Pomona for 22
years. The company has been a
member of the Pomona Chamber of
Commerce since 1997. Their newly
remodeled state-of-the-art offices at
172 W. Monterey Ave., Pomona,
were able to retain the character of
the original building built in 1914.

A caption accompanying the
photo of the annual car show at
Pomona Catholic inadvertently mis-
spelled the name of Miss Pomona
Princess Laila Alvarez, a senior at
Pomona High School.

Van Noy Insurance Agency
launches fourth annual

food drive to benefit
Inland Valley Hope Partners
The Van Noy Insurance Agency in

Alta Loma is kicking off its fourth an-
nual Summer Mac & Cheese Food
Drive to benefit Inland Valley Hope
Partners.

The drive has raised more than
5,000 boxes of mac and cheese for
families served by Hope Partners’ four
local food pantries.

Donations will be collected from
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday throughout the summer
months at the Van Noy office, at 7168
Archibald Ave., Suite 280, Alta Loma.

For information, contact the Van
Noy office at (909) 989-0733, contact
Inland Valley Hope Partners at (909)
622-3806, ext. 105, or visit the web
site at www.inlandvalleyhopepart-
ners.org.
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izations and the business community.
The recipient must represent a

positive image to the community and
have a reputation for honesty, in-
tegrity and selflessness.

Cal Poly University Pomona Pres-
ident Mike Ortiz, last year’s recipi-
ent, presented the award to Bolding.

“It’s really a humbling thing to be
honored in this manner because of
the stature of the individuals that
went before me,” Bolding said.
“These individuals bring very diverse
skills and abilities and commitment
to the City of
Pomona.”

He added that
Pomona is a great city
managed by great peo-
ple.

“It takes commit-
ment in order to do
that and all these indi-
viduals who have been
previously honored
have shown the com-
mitment and the desire
to understand the call,
to be good members
and neighbors in the
community,” Bolding
said, adding that he is
honored to represent
Inter Valley Health
Plan because his
Board of Directors
also hears the call.

He said employees
serve on a variety of
organizational boards
in the community and
donate every year
through “Helping
Hands Week” in
which employees do-
nate 150 hours to In-
land Valley Hope
Partners and other
food banks providing
care and services “be-
yond the things that
we do as a health in-
surer.”

“It’s really a joy to be able to do
those things,” Bolding said. “It’s part
of our core values.”

He cited a quote from celebrity
and philanthropist Oprah Winfrey
when she spoke of having friends in
a community.

“She said, ‘Lots of people want to
ride with you in the limousine but
what you want is someone who will
take the bus with you when the limo
breaks down,’” he quoted Winfrey as
saying.

“At Inter Valley our hope is to be
a good community member to
Pomona when the limo is working
and when it’s not,” Bolding said.

A retired Naval officer who served
for 28 years, Bolding has served as
President and CEO at Inter Valley

Health Plan since 2006. He has
nearly three decades of management
and executive level experience in the
HMO business and health care fields.

Installation of new president
Jill Dolan, Director of Public Af-

fairs for Mt. San Antonio College in
Walnut, was installed as Chamber
President at the event, the Chamber’s
126th annual awards and installation
of officers banquet at the Kellogg
West Conference Center at Cal Poly
University Pomona.

“Becoming President of the

Chamber is an honor for me and has
special meaning,” Dolan said. “My
father was a small business owner for
more than 40 years.”

“Just like other small business
owners, he had to weather recessions,
face off against competitors, manage
cash flow and often respond to bur-
glar alarms at two o’clock in the
morning,” she added.

Dolan said she asked her father
why he joined his own local chamber
and he said it was because of the net-
working opportunities.

Since her dad was in business,
however, she said some things have
changed.

“Beyond the technological ad-
vances, today’s business owners need
more resources to succeed,” she said.
“It’s not enough to place an ad in the

newspaper for the July 4
holiday sale or hope that
good customer service
will ensure survival
against the big box
stores.”

“Today’s business
owners, big and small,
require education and
training to make it,”
Dolan said. “That’s
where the Pomona
Chamber of Commerce
with its partners can best
serve.”

“My goal for the year
is to offer much needed
workshops and training
sessions to become a real
valuable asset to our
business community,”
she said, adding that the
Chamber will continue
the ribbon-cuttings,
monthly networking
luncheons and tours for
potential investors.

“Still we can do so
much more,” Dolan said.
“I look forward to mak-
ing our great City of
Pomona a place in which
our businesses can grow
and prosper. And I hope

you will join me in making
that happen.”

Membership awards
Felice Loverso, Ph.D., Pres-

ident and CEO of Casa Colina
Centers for Rehabilitation in
Pomona, was the recipient of
this year’s “Image Award,”
presented to a Chamber mem-

ber that continually demonstrates
pride in ownership by maintaining
his or her business in the community
in a positive manner.

He thanked the Chamber for the
“wonderful recognition” on behalf of
the Board and the patients served by
Casa Colina over the last 75 years.

“Non-profit Organization of the
Year Award” went to Sue Ae-
bischer, Executive Director
of House of Ruth. The award
is presented each year to a
non-profit at the local, county
or state level that has demon-
strated outstanding dedica-
tion to service in civic and
community efforts.

Aebischer said House of
Ruth, founded 36 years ago,
today has 35 staff members
serving 1,500 women and
children – and handling
nearly 2,500 hotline calls –
each year.

“Domestic violence is a
prevalent issue in society and
we are your experts on that
issue,” she said. “We feel
that education and skills
building are important steps
in preventing violence and
reducing its impacts.”

She added that the organi-
zation recently was awarded
a $40,000 grant enabling
them to serve only the
Pomona Unified School Dis-
trict.

Mark Drury, owner of
O’Donovan’s Restaurant and
Pub in Downtown Pomona,
which opened nine months
ago, received this year’s
“New Business of the Year
Award.”

“One thing that I would
like everybody to know is
we’re very passionate about
food and family,” Drury
said. “And so what I tell my
staff is that everybody that
walks through our door is

Community Service Awards... from pg. 1

Pomona City Councilmember Ginna Escobar, at rear behind podium, administers
the oath of office to members of this yearʼs Pomona Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors.

NEW CHAMBER PRESIDENT
– Jill Dolan of Mt. San Antonio
College takes the gavel from
Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director
Frank Garcia to take over as
new Chamber President.

Mark Drury, owner of OʼDonovanʼs Restaurant and Pub in
Downtown Pomona, at left, receives the New Business of the
Year Award from Pomona City Councilmember Ginna Esco-
bar, master of ceremonies last week, and Pomona Chamber
of Commerce Executive Director Frank Garcia.

Dr. Enrique Medina, center, receives the Member of the Year
Award from Chamber President Jill Dolan and Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director Frank Garcia.

HONORING OUTGOING CHAMBER PRESIDENT JILL REIFF – Assem-
blymember Freddie Rodriguez, at right, presents Dave Perez, vice president
of Valley Vista Services, with a certificate of recognition from the Assembly
thanking Reiff for all of her work in the City of Pomona. Reiff, of Valley Vista
Services, was unable to attend last weekʼs event. Perez said he was “glad
to be here to accept this because of so many years sheʼs put into this cham-
ber.” “Her skills, her class, her charisma, her warm personality have rep-
resented my family and my company very well as they have represented the
chamber and the City of Pomona very well.” He added that “weʼre all very
lucky to have Jill,” and said Valley Vista Services will “continue to be a part-
ner of the City of Pomona and the chamber for many years to come.”

Pomona Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Frank Garcia, at
left, and new President Jill Dolan present the Image Award to Dr. Fe-
lice Loverso of Casa Colina Centers for Rehabilitation. Community Service Awards... pg. 8



accomplishment.”
“Take a moment to

think about your dreams
and your goals and know
that you are fully qualified
to reach them,” she said.
“Nothing will change until
you look inside your own
soul and change your opin-
ion of yourself.”

All of the 77 members of the class
have been accepted to college.

Germaine Nesbitt, director of the
school, said “it’s all about giving a
chance and taking a chance,” adding
that some of the students will go into
entertainment and others will become
entrepreneurs.

“Do what moves
you,” she said.
“Whatever path you
choose I am con-
vinced you will meet
life’s challenges.”

Ed Tessier, the
school’s co-founder
and former president
of the board, told the
students that they in-
spire him, because
they have all “made it
– every one of you.”

And he said that gives him
tremendous hope for the future.

Tessier said the students have
done everything the school has asked
them to do and that now they need to
“go out into the wide world and just
go absolutely crazy.”

And after they do, he said, “come
back and tell us all about it.”

State Sen. Norma Torres, keynote
speaker at the ceremony, told the stu-
dents “you never know what you’re
going to end up doing in your life.”

But she
said they
have been
prepared for
their future.

“Nothing
happens by
c h a n c e , ”
she told the
graduates,
adding that
they will
learn from
their experi-
ences.

“Become the person the world
needs you to be,” she said, challeng-
ing them “to answer your call to
duty.”

LeRoy Haynes graduates are
the ‘epitome of perseverance’
And up the hill at the LeRoy

Haynes Center in La Verne, Cecilia
Schumm, co-director of education,

pany has been able to
bring Asian invest-
ment into the Pomona
economy.

The “Member of
the Year Award” went
to Dr. Enrique Medina
of the Pomona Unified
School District Adult
and Career Education
division.

Outgoing Chamber
Executive Director
Frank Garcia said that
while a Chamber
Board member, Med-

ina headed a Strategic Work Task
Force that now has become a Strate-
gic Work and College Task Force
which today includes 36 entities that
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part of our family and
we treat you that way.
So please become our
family.”

The “Employer of
the Year Award” went
to developer YK
America which has
built office buildings
in the Pomona Ranch
Plaza at Rio Rancho
Road and the 71 Free-
way.

“We are very appre-
ciative of the support
of the Chamber of
Commerce in Pomona as well as the
City of Pomona for allowing us to
work in the city and create no short
of a miracle in Pomona Ranch

Sue Aebischer, of House of Ruth, center, receives the Non-
profit Organization of the Year Award from Chamber Execu-
tive Director Frank Garcia and Chamber President Jill Dolan.

David Lu, of developers YK America, center, and his son, Paul
Lu, at left, receive the Employer of the Year Award from Cham-
ber Executive Director Frank Garcia.

Community Service Awards... from pg. 7

Plaza,” President David Lu said
through his interpreter, his son, Paul
Lu.

He added that their most recent

project, a 100,000 square foot build-
ing, was completed in eight months
last February and created about 400
jobs in Pomona. He said his com-

nation and the world.”
She added that they are team

members and problem solvers and
have mentored the underclassmen.

Harper pointed out that the school
was the first grade seven through 12
math academy to be accredited in the
country.

She said the students have com-
pleted thousands of hours of volun-
teer time and community service and
now will be heading to leading col-
leges and universities across the
country.

And she called them engineers, in-
ventors, social workers and entrepre-
neurs “who are already designing and
inventing ways to change the world.”

Valedictorian Stephanie Pinedo
spoke of her grandfather who died
when she was 13.

“My grandfather believed in seiz-
ing the day whether it be by explor-
ing the streets or playing with his
middle aged children,” she said. And
she quoted writer and poet Carl
Sandburg who said “time is the coin
of your life – it is the only coin you
have and only you can determine
how it will be spent.”

She urged her classmates to value
time and value those around them.

“Class of 2014, it’s time to start
living,” she concluded.

Fremont Salutatorian Lino Mer-
cado-Esquivias told her classmates
that “our numbers may be small but
we will make a difference in this
world.”

Arts and Enterprise students
told to ‘think about your dreams’

Downtown at the Fox Theater, stu-
dents graduating from the 11-year-
old School of Arts and Enterprise this
month were told by Valedictorian and
Senior Class President Ayanna McK-
night that her graduating class had
some of the “best looking and coolest
teachers in town” and that “getting to
the point you are right now is a huge

High School graduates... from pg. 1
told her seven graduates in cere-
monies also held this month that they
are the “epitome of perseverance.”

She said no one has overcome
more than her graduates, all special
needs children.

She told them that as they work to-
ward reaching their goals that they
have reached the same final destina-
tion as students in conventional high
school.

Schumm urged them to “continue
the dream, continue to conquer.”

“You have accomplished so much
and you will accomplish so much
more.”

The LeRoy Haynes Center pro-
vides specialized treatment and edu-
cational services to children with
special needs relating to emotional
development, autism, Asperger’s
Disorder, learning disabilities, neg-
lect and abandonment.

The Haynes Education Center, a
non-public school, was founded in
1989 as a companion to a group
home facility which has grown to six
cottages, each housing 12 children.
The school serves boys and girls
from 14 school districts throughout
Southern California.

Stephanie Pinedo
Fremont Valedictorian

Ed Tessier, Co-founder and
former Board President

School of Arts & Enterprise

Cecilia Schumm
Co-director of education

LeRoy Haynes Center

State Sen. Norma Torres

Elizabeth Harper, Principal
Fremont Academy

meet monthly.
Medina stressed the importance of

working with students and “giving
them the tools to be successful and
succeed in life no matter what path-
way they choose.”

He said he accepted the award on
behalf of the community that bene-
fited from the work of the task force.

Garcia, who is stepping down as
executive director at the end of the
month after serving the Chamber for
11 years, said he accepted the post
after a 33-year career in the Pomona
Unified School District.

“It’s been a wonderful, wonderful
11 years,” he said. “Working with
each other we can do a lot so keep
working together, keep helping each
other and stay involved.”

Members of the School of Arts & Enterprise choir

Ayanna McKnight
Valedictorian and Senior Class President

School of Arts & Enterprise



La Nueva Voz • Thursday, June 26, 2014 • 9

Operating since 1898, St. Joseph Elementary today is a 14-room school which
includes nine classrooms, a library, a new computer lab, a music room, a
conference room and an after school care room.

Enroll now in St. Joseph Elementary!Enroll now in St. Joseph Elementary!
Enrollment is now open for Transitional Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
students attending St. Joseph Elementary in Pomona for the Spring semester.

Catholic education – giving our children an advantage for life.Catholic education – giving our children an advantage for life.

• Curriculum follows the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and
includes instruction in core subjects of religion, math, science,
social studies, English, reading/ literature and spelling.
• Supplemental subjects include handwriting for grades one
through four, computer class, art class, music and physical
education.
• The school is fully accredited. Religious activities include
Mass every Thursday, prayer “buddies” and sacraments.
Academic activities include science and math fairs and
academic “bees.” Social activities include Christmas and
Spring plays, cultural awareness and parents/grandparents
open house.
• A full sports program is offered.
• Services include before and after school care, tutoring, WiFi
Internet in all classrooms and hot lunch.

1200 W. Holt Ave., Pomona, CA 91768
909.622.3365 • Dr. Claudia Godlewski, Principal

Educación Católica -- ¡Ahora registrando
alumnos de kinder hasta el octavo grado!

More than 70 Pomona Unified
School District high school gradu-
ates were recognized last month at
this year’s scholarship luncheon –
handed off by the Pomona Chamber
of Commerce for the first time to the
educational foundation PUPIL
(Pomona Unified Partners In Learn-
ing).

The program, created nine years
ago at the urging of former educator
and retiring Chamber Executive Di-
rector Frank Garcia, brought to-
gether more than 300 community
leaders at the Avalon at Pomona’s
Fairplex to honor the students for re-
ceiving scholarships for the colleges
and universities they will be attend-
ing next year.

“Getting a scholarship is not an
easy task,” said Pomona Mayor El-
liott Rothman. “On behalf of the en-
tire City of Pomona we’re all proud
of you for your hard work and effort
and dedication.”

Rothman urged the students to
“go to college, go
right to school, and
stay there as long as
you possibly can.”

He added that with
the “kind of grades”
they are getting they
should be able to ful-
fill their requirements
for the rest of their
life.

“It’s going to make
a big difference in
what you do,” he said.

Pomona Unified
School Board Presi-
dent Frank Guzman,
who reminded the au-
dience that he is a product of the
Pomona school system, thanked
members of the community for their
support.

“The success
that we have in
this room could
not be possible
without the
community –
we could not do
it without you,”
said Guzman,
who is a mem-
ber of the
PUPIL board.

Sam Tharpe,
a retired educa-
tor and board
president of
PUPIL, said
looking around
“at all of these beautiful children...
is the reason we are here.”

He explained that the founda-
tion’s goal is to give back money
raised to children “across the board”
– whether people “on the hill” or

DIAMOND RANCH WINNERS – Scholarship winners from Diamond Ranch High
School pose for the cameras. At far left is Sam Tharpe, Board President of PUPIL,
and Pomona Unified School District Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman. At right
are PUPIL Board member Chuck Bader and Pomona Unified School Supt. Richard
Martinez.

Pomona’s top students recognized at PUPIL educational foundation scholarship luncheon
“down there.”

“We are all together for the first
time – Diamond Bar, Phillips Ranch,
South Pomona and North Pomona,”
Tharpe said. “And that’s what
makes it so beautiful and that’s what
I enjoy the most.”

Pomona Unified Supt. Richard
Martinez thanked Garcia for spear-
heading the scholarship program for
the past nine years and said the
Chamber of Commerce has been a
“partner” with the school district.

“I really want to extend our grat-

itude as a
board of edu-
cation, as a
system, on
behalf of this
community,
for carrying
that on for
nine years,”

Martinez added. “This (the new
foundation) is something the board
of education has wanted to put to-

gether for a long
time.”

“We wanted to
create a vehicle to re-
ally be the research
and development of
Pomona Unified,
also to be the schol-
arship for teachers
and for students, for
innovation and for
creativity,” Martinez
said.

“And this is our
first opportunity, re-
ally our first big pub-
lic opportunity, to
show and share with
you what this group

has to offer,” he said.
“Thank you all for investing in

our future, thank you for investing in
the students that are coming in to
Pomona and the students that are
moving on to represent Pomona in

other places in the world,” he said.
“My hope is that students, you’ll
come back to Pomona to contribute,
to give a part of what you’ve learned
to other students that will follow
you... and come back and remind
and thank your teachers that it really
made the amazing transformation in
your life, the counselors, the teach-
ers, the bus drivers, the food service
worker, the custodian.”

Keynote speaker Renee Willis, a

corporate workshop facilitator for
professional development and a
mentor for college preparation, told
the students they are “unstoppable...
only if you realize that fear is not
final, failure is not final, it is just a
part of the normal process to get to

where you need to be.”
She said failure is a “normal pro-

gression on the road to success.”
“There’s nothing that you cannot

do with the proper preparation, the
proper resources, the proper perse-
verance in the United States,” she
added.

“We have done some great things
in this country,” she said. “Leave a
legacy, start on your legacy now.
And if you can’t do anything else,
believe in yourself.”

Students honored at the event rep-
resented Pomona, Garey, Ganesha
and Diamond Ranch High Schools,
Fremont Academy, Palomares Acad-
emy, Park West High School and
Village Academy High School.

FREMONT ACADEMY WINNERS – Scholarship winners from
Pomonaʼs Fremont Academy of Engineering & Design are recog-
nized at last monthʼs PUPIL scholarship luncheon. Pictured, at left,
are PUPIL Board President Sam Tharpe, Fremont guidance coun-
selor Nathalie Nguyen, Assistant Principal Albert Tan and Pomona
Unified School Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman. At right are
PUPIL Board members Chuck Bader and Jim Dale, and Pomona
Unified School Supt. Richard Martinez.

Renee Willis
Keynote speaker

Sam Tharpe
Board President, PUPIL

Richard Martinez
Pomona Unified School District

Superintendent of Schools

Contact Renee,
(909) 762-1446

Advertise in both
English and Spanish!
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PREPARING FOR A CAREER – Erin McGrath of
Pomona, at right, talks to Miguel Vaskez of Pomona
Unified School Districtʼs adult school at last monthʼs
Pomona Community Employment Expo and Hiring
Spree. McGrath said she had been out of work for
some time. “I like it – very community oriented,” she
said of the event.

GOING TO WORK FOR VALLEY VISTA – Kevin
Chen of Diamond Bar, at right, who has been looking
for a job for three months, talks to the representatives
from Valley Vista Services at last monthʼs Pomona
Community Employment Expo and Hiring Spree.
Pictured, from left, are Jill Reiff and Stella Cortez of
Vallely Vista and Chen.

Promoters of a new billboard ini-
tiative expected to appear on the No-
vember ballot that would generate
up to $10 million in revenue for the
City of Pomona are reviewing their
legal options after the recent action
of the City Council to extend an
agreement with Regency Outdoor
for 10 existing billboards in the city.

The current agreement was set
to expire last Tuesday.

After the original agreement for
the billboards was approved in May
1993, Pomona voters approved
Proposition “L” in November 1993
placing a moratorium on all “new or
structurally altered” billboards. The
measure was circulated in direct re-
sponse to the City Council’s ap-
proval of the development
agreement with Regency.

Just days before the City Council
acted this month, the city learned
that Regency had moved one bill-
board in August 2008 without seek-
ing the proper permits from either
the city or the state.

“It would appear to be a direct vi-
olation of the voter approved initia-
tive,” said James Popovich, the
sponsor of a new initiative to repeal
the billboard ban and generate mil-
lions in revenue to the City of
Pomona.

The City also learned that Re-

Proponents of new Pomona billboard initiative reviewing legal options over City Council’s vote to extend agreement
gency is planning to move a second
sign as well.

According to the City Council
staff report, the city received a letter
on June 6 from the Alameda Corri-
dor-East Construction Authority
(ACE) objecting to the extension of
one of the Regency billboards that is
sited in an area that is necessary for
construction of the ACE project in
that location.

ACE was concerned that the
city’s extension of the agreement
would jeopardize an agreement with
Regency to remove the sign.

The report added that it was while
researching this issue that an ACE
staff member discovered Regency
had relocated a second sign without
obtaining city permits to accommo-
date the ACE expansion.

Regency officials subsequently
agreed to apply for permits retroac-
tively, according to the staff report.

The current ballot initiative is
being sponsored by Bulletin Dis-
plays, a competing billboard com-
pany, to overturn the existing ban on
new billboards and generate as
much as the $10 million amount.

“It looks like the council and Re-
gency are attempting to circumvent
the will of the voters,” said
Popovich. “Clearly, moving these
signs to other properties makes them

‘new’ under the definition in the ini-
tiative and that means they are ille-
gal – pure and simple.”

“The agreement probably would-
n’t withstand a legal challenge,” he
added.

According to the staff report, the
agreement would continue for 12
years and require Regency to pay
the city a total of $1 million. A total
of $900,000 would be paid to the
city within 90 days of final approval
of the agreement.

The staff report also noted that
Regency and their partner, Clear
Channel Outdoor, were notified in
2009 that additional city permits and
City Council approval were required
before any billboard relocation
could take place.

“It’s a shame that the council is
selling the city short in this deal and
settling for so little revenue,”
Popovich said. “Leaving the two il-
legal signs in the new agreement just
to get more money will probably
cost the city an expensive lawsuit.”

The Regency development agree-
ment is expected to be on the July 7
City Council agenda for a final vote.

November’s ballot initiative has
already received 8,500 signatures to
qualify for placement on the ballot.
The measure is expected to provide
as much as $10 million to the city in

development fees, or $1 million for
each sign installed, to support city
services at no cost to the taxpayers.

It would authorize the installation
of up to 10 outdoor advertising signs
within specific freeway-adjacent
corridors and impose planning regu-
lations and restrictions concerning
the number and location of the
signs.

It would impose restrictions on

location, height and size of the signs
and would prohibit sign placement
within 90 feet of a school, church or
other similar place of worship, and
restrict the distance between the
signs installed.

EDITOR’S NOTE – The entire
text of the initiative measure is
available on the home page of La
Nueva Voz’ web site at www.lanue-
vavoz.net.

Pomona Valley Hospital Med-
ical Center recently introduced
low-cost CT lung screenings for
$150 cash for high risk patients
who are 50 years of age or older
with a history of smoking.

No doctor’s order is required to
receive a screening.

More people die from lung can-
cer than colon, breast and pancre-
atic cancer combined, according to
a hospital news release.

And, the release continued, lung
cancer is often detected late.

Recent clinical trials show that
CT screenings can reduce the mor-
tality rate from lung cancer in
high-risk people by about 20 per-
cent.

“CT screenings can help us de-

Pomona Valley Hospital offers low-cost
lung screenings for high risk patients

tect lung cancer early when it’s still
treatable,” said Martha Osborne,
R.N., acting lung cancer nurse nav-
igator. “Patients who meet criteria
can pay cash for this potentially
lifesaving screening, and leave
with peace of mind or seek imme-
diate treatment, if cancer is de-
tected.”

The U.S. Preventive Services
Task Force recommends that any-
one who has smoked one pack a
day for 30 years, or two packs a
day for 15 years, should have an-
nual CT screenings.

Most insurance plans do not yet
cover this cost, according to the
hospital news release.

To schedule an examination, call
(909) 469-9395.
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Pomona Taxpayers To Fix The
Budget Without A Tax Increase

Thank You

Pomona Voters

for

providing 8,500 signatures

to qualify our initiative

to require the rich billboard companies

to share their revenue

with the City of Pomona!

We hope you will vote “YES” on November 4th.

This ballot measure will provide $10 million dollars
to support city services at NO COST TO THE TAXPAYERS!

PAID FOR BY
POMONA TAXPAYERS TO FIX THE BUDGET WITHOUT A TAX INCREASE

115 E. Third Street, #403, Pomona, CA 91766

James Popovich
Sponsor

Vernon Price
Sponsor

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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More than 900 roadsters of all
colors, types and descriptions filled
100 acres at Pomona’s Fairplex on
Father’s Day weekend as the Los
Angeles Roadsters car club came to
town for their 50th anniversary car
show.

Doyle Gammell, chairman of the
car show and club treasurer, said
15,000 spectators were expected at
the two-day show.

And not just any roadsters were
allowed – the cars were required to
be 1936 and earlier, have shiny paint
and upholstery and be driven in to
the show, although they could be ei-

Roadsters fill Pomona Fairplex on Father’s Day weekend as organizers work to keep the hobby alive

ther modified or factory cars.
Organizer Lynn Houchin, com-

mercial exhibitor chairman for the
event, said 99.9 percent were modi-
fied.

He explained that technically, a
roadster has no roll-up windows in
the doors and the windshield can be
easily removed. But a cabriolet has

a fixed windshield and roll-up win-
dows.

Want more? The roadsters with-
out fenders are called hi-boys be-
cause they sit higher on their frame.
But with fenders, they are simply
roadsters.

The car club itself was founded in
1957 not long after the hobby

started as veterans returning from
World War II started fixing up cars.
The club has members in Los Ange-
les, Orange and Kern Counties in-
cluding 30 regular members, 10
lifetime members and 20 associate
members. And everybody working
the show was a volunteer.

It was the show’s 35th year at
Fairplex (it began at the Great West-
ern Exhibit Center in Commerce)
and the 50th year of the show,
Houchin said.

The annual event is the only
show the club produces.

But it was a big one with some
180 vendors filling Building 4 and
the grounds throughout the Fair-
grounds area.

Members of the non-profit car
club are proud of the fact that they
are hard at work trying to pass the
hobby on to the next generation.
And one of the ways they are trying
to do just that is by working closely
with The Learning Centers at Fair-
plex.

In an era in which schools have
cut back on a lot of vocational train-
ing – including automotive shop –
the club is funding an educational
program housed in LGE CTS Motor
Sports, an auto shop in San Dimas,
owned by Louie Morosan, who is on

BUILDING CAR FROM FRAME UP – Margie Shamblin, Manager of Education for The Learning
Centers at Fairplex, takes the steering wheel in a 1932 Ford Hi-Boy Roadster under construction
by the kids in the AXC for Automotive Arts class through The Learning Centers at Fairplex. The
car was on display at this monthʼs Los Angeles Roadsters car club show at Fairplex. Once com-
pleted, the car will look exactly like the completed car behind it and will be auctioned off for up to
$200,000. Pictured with Shamblin are, from left, Louie Morosan, on the board of AXC; Lynn
Houchin, club member and commercial exhibitor chairman for the event; and Darren Krohn, of
Baldyʼs Classic Cars in Upland and a mentor for kids in the AXC program.

BEFORE AND AFTER – Pictured is the “after” photo (“before” is in the background – the car under
construction by the kids at The Learning Centers at Fairplex). The bright red 1932 Ford Hi-Boy
Roadster, this one completed in 1948 and featured everywhere from the cover of Hot Rod maga-
zine to appearances in Dragnet, 77 Sunset Strip, Happy Days and Fantasy Island, is also the logo
of the Los Angeles Roadsters car club. It was restored to its original condition in 1999 by So-Cal
Speed Shop. The car was on display this month in Building 4 at Fairplex.

Roadsters... pg. 16
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POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK
A Non-Profit Corporation

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 54-acre nonprofit cemetery operating
since 1876. The cemetery, which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene
and affordable cemetery choice.

Cemetery • Mausoleums • Crematory
tel: 909.622.2029 • fax: 909.622.4726

Janet Roy
General Manager

502 E. Franklin Avenue • Pomona, CA 91766
pomonacemetery@verizon.net • www.pomonacemetery.com

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio sin fines de lucro es-
tablecido en 1876... un cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a pre-
cios accesibles.

波莫纳谷纪念公 是一个54英亩的非盈利性公墓自1876年营运。该墓地，
它为所有的信仰，提供了一个美丽， 静的墓地和负担得起的选择

Cemetery Grounds
8 am until 5 pm daily

Mausoleum
9 am until 4 pm daily

Office
8 am until 4:30 pm
Monday - Friday

Cementerio • Mausoleo • Crematorio

公墓 • 陵 • 火葬场

MAINTAINING A 4.0 FOR TWO YEARS! – Re-
becca Arreguin, a student at Pomona Unified
School Districtʼs Golden Springs Elementary
School in Diamond Bar, was honored recently
for maintaining a 4.0 grade point average for two
years in a row. She was presented with an
award from the Presidentʼs Education Awards
Program in recognition of “Outstanding Aca-
demic Excellence 2014,” signed by President
Obama, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Dun-
can and Dr. Cynthia Quan, Principal at Golden
Springs and including a seal reading “Presi-
dentʼs Award for Education Excellence.” Ar-
reguin will leave Golden Springs, a K-8 school,
and enter Diamond Ranch High School in the fall
where she will take all honors classes. The
niece of La Nueva Voz designer and translator
Dora Cruz was also nominated to attend the
2014 Congress of Future Medical Leaders in
Washington, D.C., in November. After high
school, she would like to continue her education
so that she can enter the medical field. Pictured,
from left, are Pomona Unified School District
Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman, Quan, Ar-
reguin and Pomona Unified School District
Board President Frank Guzman.

NEW CHAMBER MEMBER ON 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY – Pomona Community Based
Adult Services held a ribbon-cutting this
month to mark its 10th anniversary in busi-
ness as a new member of the Pomona
Chamber of Commerce. Pictured, from left,
are Johnny Pineda and Rufino Bautista rep-
resenting Congresswoman Gloria Negrete
McLeod; Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman;
Ewa Nyczak, administrator of the adult day
care center; Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Frank Garcia;
Gustavo Arias of Inter Valley Health Plan;
David McElwain of GAIN job services; Nona
Tirre of State Farm in Claremont and Vice
President of networking for the Pomona
Chamber; Jill Reiff of Valley Vista Services,
President of the Pomona Chamber; and
Lupe Feldhaus, activity coordinator at the
adult day care center. For more information,
contact the center at (909) 623-7000.

Memories of your wedding!
La Nueva Voz can create
your ad with your wed-
ding photos and publish
your wedding memories
in an upcoming issue of
the newspaper.

Now you can spread the news
to everyone in Pomonaʼs only
community newspaper with
one easy phone call.

Reasonable rates!
For more information, contact:

Renee Barbee
La Nueva Voz

Director of Advertising and Public Relations
909.762.1446 • reneebarbee7@gmail.com
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Volunteers with Type 2 Diabetes
are needed for participation in a research study

Are you taking INSULIN
once or twice a day?

If YES you may qualify for a study at the
Western Diabetes Institute

comparing 2 different insulins.

Please Contact Research Coordinator if you are interested:
Cesar Ochoa, BS, CPT 1, PhD
Clinical Research Coordinator
Western Diabetes Institute

Patient Care Center
Western University of Health Sciences

909-469-8412 office
cochoa@western.edu

Quorum Review Approved May 30, 2014
Institutional Review Board

Se solicita voluntarios con Diabetes Tipo 2
para participar en un estudio de investigación

¿Está tomando INSULINA
una o dos veces al día?
Si la respuesta es SÍ, usted podría calificar

para un estudio que ofrece el
Instituto Occidental de la Diabetes

Si usted esta interesado, favor de comunicarse
con el Coordinador de Investigación:

Cesar Ochoa, BS, CPT 1, PhD
Coordinador de Investigaciónes Clínicas
Instituto Occidental de la Diabetes
Centro de Atención para Pacientes

Universidad Occidental de Ciencias de la Salud
909-469-8412 oficina
cochoa@western.edu

Delegación de Revisión Mayo 30, 2014
Junta de Revisión Institucional
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world are very
young,” he said, as
young as 30 to 40
years old.

A second genera-
tion car buff himself,
he said it was his fa-
ther who passed the
skill set and hobby on
to him.

“Our love has al-
ways been the
hobby,” Gammell
said.

Three regular vol-
unteers from the club
– and numerous advi-
sors who drop in from
time to time – are putting in collec-
tively 40 hours a week in the train-
ing classes.

“We’ve got a really good bridge,”
said vendor Pete Chapouris of So
Cal Speed Shop in Pomona. “A lot
of kids are discovering what we’re

POMONA HOUSING AUTHORITY
Inscripción Abierta para el Programa de Asistencia de Renta

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER
Pomona Housing Authority (PHA) estara�llevando acabo inscripcio�n abierta para crear la lista de espera para el programa
de asistencia de renta a trave�s del programa Housing Choice Voucher (HCV). No hay asistencia inmediata. Esta inscrip-
cio�n abierta sera�solo para establecer una lista de espera. La espera puede ser de hasta siete an�os y depende de fondos fed-
erales disponibles.

Las solicitudes sera�n enviadas SOLAMENTE despue�s que se haya registrado llamado al tele�fono (909) 620-3783 entre
las horas de 9:00 a.m. a 4:00 p.m. en los di�as siguientes solamente:
Lunes 14 de Julio del 2014 Mie�rcoles 16 de Julio del 2014 Viernes 18 de Julio del 2014
Martes 15 de Julio del 2014 Jueves 17 de Julio del 2014

Elegibilidad esta base en las siguientes calificaciones:
• Ser “una familia” bajo las siguientes definiciones: 1.) dos o mas personas compartiendo la residencia, cuyos ingresos
y recursos son disponibles para cumplir con las necesidades de la familia y los cuales tienen una historia como una unidad
familiar, o que muestren evidencia de ser una familia estable; 2.) dos o mas personas de edad o incapacidad viviendo
juntas, o una o mas de una persona de edad, cerca de edad, o incapacidad viviendo con un(a) ayudante; 3.) cualquier otra
persona soltera.

Ser mayor de 18 an�os o mostrar prueba de estar legalmente emancipado.

Mostrar que califica para una de las preferencias locales establecidas: Ser ambulante que haya sido verificado por una
agencia de servicios sociales de una de las categori�as y que demostre�que ha sido residente dentro de la jurisdiccio�n;
Preferencia de discapacidad extendido a las personas con discapacidad o familias con un miembro con discapacidad;
Hogar de anciano; hogares cuyo jefe, co�nyuge o u�nico miembro son una persona que es por lo menos 62 an�osde edad;
Preferencia de residencia para las familias que viven, trabajan, o han sido contratados para trabajar 30 horas o mas o
esta�n asistiendo a la escuela tiempo completo en la jurisdiccio�n; Fondos insuficientes se ofrecera�una preferencia a
cualquier familia que se haya removida anteriormente del programa de Pomona debido a fondos insuficientes.

• El solicitante tiene que ser ciudadano de los Estados Unidos o tener estatus migratorio legal.

• La familia no podra�exceder los ingresos anuales siguientes (*ingreso sin ajustes).

INGRESOS LIMITE DE ACUERO AL DEPARTAMENT DE HUD

Al llamar los solicitantes debera�n proveer la siguiente informacio�n:
• Nombre completo legal del jefe de familia • Domicilio completo
• Fecha de nacimiento de solicitante • Nu�mero de personas dentro de la familia
• Nu�mero de seguro social de solicitante

Al cierre de inscripcio�n abierta, la aplicacio�n sera�enviada por correo solo a las personas que llamaron durante este peri-
odo. La lista se ordenada en base a la fecha y hora en cual la aplicacio�n completa con el sello de correo se reciba. Los so-
licitantes recibira�n una carta de confirmacio�n que tendra�n que retener como comprobante.

POR FAVOR DESE POR AVISADO que el PHA conducira�y revisara� antecedentes criminales y de ofensas sexuales de
todos los miembros de la familia mayores de 18 an�os de edad. El PHAnegara admisio�n al programa si cualquier miembro
de la familia es sujeto a los requisitos de registracio�n para ofensores sexuales del Estado. Las investigaciones sera�n ad-
ministradas imparcialmente y de tal manera que no se violara�n los derechos de privacidad o discriminacio�n en cuanto a
raza, color, nacionalidad, religio�n,estado familiar, incapacidad, sexo, o cualquier otro grupo legalmente protegido. Recuerde
que el proporcionar informacio�n falsa, incompleta, o inexacta son bases para rechazar participacio�n o terminacio�n la asis-
tencia de la Seccio�n 8.

Si usted o cualquier persona de su familia tiene una incapacidad que requiere una adaptacio�n razonable para poder utilizar
el programa y los servicios, favor de comunicarse por escrito al Pomona Housing Authority, P.O. Box 660, Pomona, CA
91769. Su peticio�n tendra�que tener el sello de correo con la fecha entre los di�as de la inscripcio�n abierta.

1 persona 2 personas 3 personas 4 personas 5 personas 6 personas 7 personas 8 personas

$28,550 $32,600 $36,700 $44,750 $47,050 $47,300 $50,550 $53,800

the board of the Alex Xydias Center
(AXC) for Automotive Arts in
which the kids are learning to build
their own roadster from the frame
up.

Fifteen kids in the class are work-
ing on the car which will be painted,
upholstered and assembled to look
like new.

The completed car will be auc-
tioned off at a specialty aftermarket
products trade show next year and is
expected to go for nearly $200,000.

The car club is furnishing parts
(with the support of their regular

vendors) and labor along with men-
tors to help the kids learn the craft.

It is the first time kids in the
Learning Centers program have
built a car for the club, although
they have built other cars in the past.

Show chairman Gammell said it
is the history of the hotrod in Amer-
ica that is important and that it is a
part of “Americana.”

He added that it is really only
hotrods and basketball that America
has exported around the world.

And preserving that history and
the culture that goes along with it is

important if the hobby is to be
passed on to the next generation.

For example, the club members
tour in their cars.

“We need to exploit our cars,” he
said, to help preserve the icon status
of hotrods.

The fact that schools have cut
many auto shop programs makes it
even more difficult to keep the in-
terest alive among the kids of today.

Gammell, a former economics
teacher, said there are other angles
to interest today’s youth.

“Some of the best builders in the

Roadsters... from pg. 13

NOW PLAYING AT O’DONOVAN’S!!

Live music from 7 to 10 p.m. the third Saturday of each month at
O’Donovan’s Restaurant and Pub, 101 E. 3rd St., in Downtown Pomona.

Featuring a mix of classic rock and country.

NEXT APPEARANCE: Saturday, July 19
For more information, contact O’Donovan’s at (909) 766-2190

or contact the Sunnyside Up Band at (909) 762-1446.

Jeff Schenkel and The Sunnyside Up Band

doing.”
He said the key is that they have

to respect what it takes to build cars
like this.

For more information on the car
club, visit the web site at
www.laroadsters.com.

WANT TO START AT THE BOTTOM? – You can buy your own frame, engine and transmission
from Image Street Rods & Customs in Santa Maria or visit the web site at www.im-
agestreetrods.com.

PLENTY TO CHOOSE FROM – A yellow hi-boy motors along the midway past a row of shiny road-
sters lined up for this monthʼs Los Angeles Roadsters car club car show – the clubʼs 50th An-
niversary show – at Pomonaʼs Fairplex.

HOW ABOUT AN ENGINE FOR THAT ROADSTER? – No prob-
lem! Just pick one up from H & H Flatheads in La Crescenta, or on
the internet at www.flatheads-forever.com.
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Pomona’s Fist of Gold
Youth Center, Inc., dedi-
cated to helping kids in
the community, now has
proof the program is
working – it has come
“full circle” as two box-
ers who literally grew up
in the program have re-
turned years later to give
back and help mentor
today’s kids who are fac-
ing the same challenges
they did a generation
ago.

Sal Villa and Juan
Perez both went into the
ring as amateur boxers –
something that is strictly
optional in the youth pro-
gram – and both had im-
pressive records – good
enough that during an
hour-long interview at
the gym, La Nueva Voz
decided it would be best
to keep both of them on
the newspaper’s good
side.

But after hanging up
their gloves and starting
their families and careers,
both have come back to

Fist of Gold goes ‘full circle’ as youth boxers from
group’s early days return as adult volunteer coaches

FIST OF GOLD IN THE RING – La Nueva Voz had an inside
look at Pomonaʼs Fist of Gold gym in South Pomona last
month. The organization has now gone “full circle” with youth
boxers from the early days coming back to mentor the kids.
Pictured, from left, are Sal Martinez, 10, of Pomona, a student
at Lexington Elementary School, who has been a member of
Fist of Gold for six months; volunteer coach Juan Perez; Fist of
Gold Executive Director Jorge Castaneda; Fist of Gold Board
Member Ismael Arias; and, kneeling, volunteer coach Sal Villa
with his 2000 Junior Golden Gloves Champion trophy (15 and
16 year olds, 201 plus pounds).Fist of Gold... pg. 18
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share what they have learned – about
boxing and about life.

It is a fitting turn of events – the
youth boxing program is dedicated
to “giving kids a fighting chance” by
helping build self esteem through fit-
ness, amateur boxing and commu-
nity programs.

Jorge Castaneda, executive direc-
tor of Fist of Gold, started training
kids – including Perez – in his
garage in the 1990s before the youth
center incorporated as a non-profit in
1998.

“He got me a lot better than what
I was when I first started,” Perez
said. “I think when I first got there I
was just a hot-headed little kid from

Pomona. But he showed me the
technique behind it.”

“More than anything he showed
me how to become a respectful man,
how to shake people’s hands, how to
smile, just overall how to have a
good personality which I think still
carries to this day,” Perez added.

Named ‘boxer of the year’
at age 16

His boxing skills were pretty
good, too – Castaneda named him
“boxer of the year” in 1999 when
Perez was 16.

During his career, Perez fought
one mixed martial arts bout at the
professional level but in boxing went
into the ring five times as an ama-
teur, all in Southern California,
weighing 120 pounds as a super ban-
tam weight fighter.

Before he was named boxer of the
year, Perez said he was “just hang-
ing out here in Pomona.”

“I was just not going down the
right path,” he added.

So after his first fight, Castaneda
told him if he wanted to get back in
the ring he had to go back to school
to get his GED. “He was a tough ne-
gotiator,” Perez said.

“At that time boxing was what I
really wanted to do so it got me on

the right path,” he said.
In 2000, he ripped a tendon, hung

up his gloves, got a job and started a
family. Perez, now 31, knew he was
moving in a positive direction after
his record of three wins and two

Fist of Gold... from pg. 17
losses in the ring. Today he is em-
ployed as an auditor for a national
logistics company based in Chino.

“I just decided to come back and
just come help him out,” Perez said
of his friend Castaneda “to show

these kids the sweet science, show
them how to box.”

“They started here as members as
kids, they are both Fist of Gold
alumni and now they’re here coach-
ing,” Castaneda said.

Villa, now 30, started his boxing
career when he was 10.

“I was in the boxing gym on and
off but when I got through it and I
landed in the hands of George I was

Fist of Gold to hold fundraiser
‘Downtown Showdown’ next
month in Downtown Pomona

Pomona’s Fist of Gold Youth
Center Inc. will hold a fundraiser
boxing event next month featuring
15 amateur boxing bouts, live
music, food and more in Down-
town Pomona.

The event, “Live Boxing
Downtown Showdown,” which
will help raise funds to support the
youth boxing program, is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. Friday, July 11, in
Thomas Plaza off Second Street
west of Garey Avenue.

Tickets are $10.
For more information, contact

Fist of Gold at (909) 376-0343.

Fist of Gold... pg. 22
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Governor, Second Vice District
Governor, Foothill Region Chair,
Global Leadership Team Coordina-
tor and Disaster Preparedness and
Relief Chairman.

For his leadership in the district,
he has been named the Outstanding
District Global Leadership Team
Coordinator in California, Top Five
Region Chairs in California, top
three finalist for California Lion of
the Year and top three finalist with
his wife Barbara for California
Lions Couple of the Year.

He has also been awarded the
District 4-L4 Lion of the Year, the
International President’s Leadership
Medal, the International President’s
Certificate of Appreciation, the
MD4 Excellence Medal and the
Club President Excellence Award.

Pomona Host Lions delegates
who provided campaign support at
the San Diego convention were Past
President Ben Selters, Community
Service Director Jo Fulton, District
Disaster Preparedness and Relief
Chairman Steve Storbakken and
Foothill Region Chair Barbara
Smith.

Receiving district recognition at
the convention were:

• First Timers - Steve Storbakken
and Jo Fulton

• Unsung Hero – Jo Fulton
• Governor’s Appreciation –

Steve Storbakken
• International President’s Dream

Achiever Award – Barbara Smith
• International President’s Certifi-

cate of Appreciation – Gil Smith
During Smith’s term of office, Ri-

cardo Ortiz will serve as president of
the governor’s host club.

For information about the
Pomona Host Lions, please e-mail
the club at
pomonahostlions@gmail.org or
write to Pomona Host Lions, P.O.
Box 3085, Pomona, CA 91769.

Advertise in 
La Nueva Voz

Reasonable rates.

Gilbert F. Smith of the Pomona
Host Lions was recently elected
Governor of the District 4-L4 Lions.  

He and his cabinet of 23 officers
will lead Lions from clubs in all of
Orange County and parts of Los An-

geles and San Bernardino County
for the next year on the theme “Seize
the Opportunities to Lead, Grow and
Serve.”

Smith, a member of Pomona Host
Lions for 18 years, has held virtually

Pomona Host Lion Gil Smith elected as District Governor
every office in the club, including
two terms as president.  He has been
awarded the club’s Lion of the Year
three times, the Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship, and the Proud Sponsor and
Membership Key Award. He is the

Gil Smith

fifth Pomona Host Lion to serve as
District Governor in the club’s 93-
year history.  

For the five years prior to his dis-
trict election, Smith has held the dis-
trict positions of First Vice District

Free Internet exposure
included with your ad.
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veterans have been a part of
our armed services since the
revolutionary war,” she said.

And Pomona Mayor Elliott
Rothman complimented
Pomona’s scouting organiza-
tions for placing flags at the
graves of veterans.

He thanked the American
Legion, Pomona’s Eagles, the
Pomona Concert Band and
others for their efforts in pre-
senting the ceremony.

Beth Bingham, senior pas-
tor at Pilgrim Congregational
Church in Pomona, and a
board member of the ceme-
tery, said Pomona Valley Me-
morial Park was honored each
year to host the event.

Memorial Day... from pg. 4

Bagpiper Orion McCabe

CLOSING CEREMONIES AT POMONAʼS PONY UNITED LEAGUE –
Carlos Goytia, President of Pomonaʼs Pony United Baseball league
playing its inaugural year at John F. Kennedy Park in Pomona, pre-
sides over closing ceremonies last month.  The leagueʼs first year fol-
lowed a community-wide clean-up effort in which the park and ball field
were refurbished by some 400 volunteers.  It was the first sports team
to play in the park in more than 30 years.  The newly-formed baseball
league includes players from ages 3 to 12.  “Next year we are going to
be much better and stronger,” Goytia said. 

POSING WITH HIS TROPHY – Louis Nolte, 8, poses for La Nueva Voz
with his dad, Pomona City Councilmember John Nolte, after his dad
presented him with his trophy.

HANDING OUT THE TROPHIES – Pictured handing out the trophies at closing ceremonies for
Pomonaʼs Pony United Baseball league are, from left, League President Carlos Goytia; League
Vice President Jorge Grajeda; “Little Dodgers” coach Susan Gonzalez; Pomona City Coun-
cilmember John Nolte; Jesus Moreno, also coach of the “Little Dodgers”; Pomona Police Corpo-
ral Darryl Johnson; and Pomona Police Officer Manuel Torres.

ONE MORE FOR MOM – An unidentified Pony United Baseball league mom sets up a photo in
her cell phone at closing ceremonies for Pomonaʼs Pony United Baseball leagueʼs inaugural sea-
son.

   La Nueva Voz reaches   La Nueva Voz reaches
50% more readers in50% more readers in
Pomona each monthPomona each month

than the local suburbanthan the local suburban
daily newspaper.daily newspaper.



OPTIMISTS HONOR
SGT. VINCENT TER-
RELL WITH ʻRESPECT
FOR LAWʼ AWARD –
Sgt. Vincent Terrell, for-
mer U.S. Marine, cor-
rectional officer for the
Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons and detention offi-
cer for the Immigration
and Naturalization
Service before being
hired by the Pomona
Police Department in
1996, was recognized
this month by the
Pomona Breakfast Opti-
mist Club with its “Re-
spect for Law” award.  Terrell has headed up the departmentʼs crime prevention unit since
August 2010.
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Send your news tips to: 
reneebarbee7@gmail.com

Do you have a news story?Do you have a news story?

We want to hear from you We want to hear from you 
or your organization.or your organization.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations
and dozens more:
• Pomona City Hall lobby
• Pomona library
• Claremont library
• Claremont City Hall lobby
• La Verne City Hall lobby
• La Verne Senior Citizens Center
• La Verne library
• Pomona Chamber of Commerce, 101 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona
• Downtown Pomona Owners Association, 119 W. 2nd St. 

Pomona
• Pomona Unified School District administration building lobby
• Western University of Health Sciences Administration Building

and Patient Care Center
• Boys and Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley, 1420 S. Garey Ave. 

Pomona
• Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center maternity lobby, 

outpatient services, emergency room
• Gold Strike Market Carniceria, 412 N. Park Ave., Pomona
• Jicamex Tacos Y Carniceria, 604 E. Mission Blvd., Pomona
• Central Market, Towne Avenue and Phillips Boulevard, Pomona
• Fairplex Chevron, Fairplex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway,

Pomona
• Discount Market, Philadelphia Street and Towne Avenue, 

Pomona
• LaunderLand Coin Op Laundry, 744 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
• American Legion Post #30, 239 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
• Pomona Eagles, 954 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month 
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

HOUSE OF RUTH
Abused by your partner

and need help?
24-hour hotline: 

(909) 988-5559 or toll 
free at (877) 988-5559

Project Sister Family Services

Sexual Assault and 

Child Abuse Services

909-626-4357 

or 626-966-4155   

www.projectsister.org 

The following public service ads
are courtesy of La Nueva Voz:

Pomona Public Library Hours

Mon., Tues., Wed. Thurs.:
1 to 7 p.m.

Sat.:
Noon to 5 p.m.

Fri., Sun.:
Closed

Feeding the Hungry, 
Sheltering the Homeless

Grocery Distribution at 
209 W. Pearl St.

Pomona

Volunteering: 909-622-3806

www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org

¿Tiene amor?
Sea un padre adoptivo 

o padre de crianza.

Reembolso mensual ($800-$2400)

www.davidandmargaret.org

David & Margaret Youth 
and Family Services 

FFA Lic#191592787

Llame hoy: 1-800-4-FOSTER

Usted puede hacer la diferencia 
en la vida de un niño.

POMONA ROTARY ̒ DOWN UNDERʼ FOR ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – A delegation from Pomona Rotary traveled to Australia this
month to participate in the 2014 Rotary International Convention in Sydney.  More than 18,000 Rotary members from around the world attended the
event.  Pictured is the Pomona group taking a cruise in Sydney Harbour with the world famous Sydney Opera House pictured in the background.  While
there, Rotary members also climbed the Sydney Harbour Bridge and broke the world record for most flags flown.  Rotary members also raised
$110,000 Australian dollars (US $102,300) to help end polio forever, according to Pomona Rotary President-elect Janet Roy.  Pomona Rotary fam-
ily members pictured, from left, are Darren Krohn, Gary Kay, Janet Krohn, Beth Brooks, Mercedes Kay, Mary Brooks, Hue Banh, Chuck Bader,
Rosanne Bader, Garry Wilt, Carol Wilt, Lou Oakley, Janet Roy and Jeff Roy.  A total of 18 participants attended the event from Pomona.

CAREER IN THE ARMY – Christian Fernandez of Montclair stops by the Army booth at last
monthʼs Pomona Community Employment Expo and Hiring Spree to talk about careers with Sgt.
Steven Schwigert of the Armyʼs Glendora recruiting office.  The event, organized by the Los An-
geles County Office of Education GAIN Division, provided face to face meetings with top local em-
ployers.  David McElwain, GAINʼs career development program supervisor, said a total of 332 job
seekers attended the event with nearly half registering on site the day of the event.  For the first
time, GAIN offered on-line registration in advance.  A total of 30 employers and agencies partici-
pated in the event, along with four staffing agencies and representatives of five union trades ap-
prenticeships.  Several on-the-spot hiring decisions were made with some of the newly hired
employees going to work that same day, McElwain said.

A “Stop the Violence” prayer
march to proclaim “peace in the City
of Pomona” --- and the “Pomona
Day of Prayer” – will be held next
month.

The march, organized by Victory
Outreach in Pomona, is scheduled to
begin at 8 a.m. Saturday, July 12,
with a meeting at Renacimiento
Community Center, 2383 Chancel-
lor St., Pomona, followed by a

march along Garey Avenue to the
civic center plaza for a gathering
from noon to 2 p.m.

The Pomona Day of Prayer will
be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, July 13, in
Pomona’s Ganesha High School sta-
dium.

For more information on the
march, contact Rev. Victor Zesati at

‘Stop the Violence’ march, Pomona ‘Day of Prayer’ set for next month
(909) 964-1065 or (909) 568-9734.
For information on the Day of
Prayer, call (909) 629-6294.
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Fist of Gold... from pg. 18
14,” he said.

By that time, in 1999, the pro-
gram had moved out of Castaneda’s
garage and into the upstairs gym at
the old Pomona YMCA – their home
for nearly eight years until moving
to a vacant office building on South
Garey Avenue in Pomona.

Sugar Shane Mosley donated 
program’s second ring

The program now works with two
rings – the original that they built
and a second purchased with a do-
nation from Pomona’s own Sugar
Shane Mosley.

“When Sugar Shane Mosley
fought Oscar De La Hoya at the Sta-
ples Center, a week after that fight
Shane came in with a check and...
gave us a donation (and) we bought
that ring,” Castaneda said.  

Villa said he always liked boxing
when he was young – he wasn’t in-
volved himself but had his favorite
fighters.

“When I was a little kid my dad
used to take me to training sessions
to watch them work out,” he said.

“One time, I think I was like eight
years old, I told my dad that I
wanted to join a boxing gym,” he
said.  He was living in La Puente at
the time.

His family moved to Anaheim
and he started with the Anaheim
Boxing Club when he was 10.

The family moved to Pomona and
he found Fist of Gold.

“He (Castaneda) made me a good
person, he made me a better disci-
plined person,” Villa said.  “He told
me that boxing was a serious sport,
that if I wanted to do it, I had to have
100 percent dedication to it.”

Villa said he enjoyed participating
in different competitions around the
country and he enjoyed the opportu-
nity to travel.

He fought in Junior Golden
Gloves, Junior Olympics, the Silver

Gloves, Under 19, the Blue and
Gold Tournament and others – from
Michigan to Kansas to New Orleans
and Nevada.

In all, he participated in four or
five national tournaments.

And the training with Fist of Gold
worked – he was ranked champion
in every tournament he competed in.

Ranked ‘number two’ 
in country at age 19

Castaneda said Villa was ranked
number two in the country at the age
of 19.

How many amateur bouts alto-
gether?  Villa competed in about 85
and lost only five or six.

He had 79 “KO’s,” which in am-
ateur boxing are really RSC’s (ref-
eree stopped the contest, or a
technical knockout).

Even so, actual knockouts occur
in amateur boxing, headgear and all
– Villa’s first fight was an actual
knockout – it was his first win and it
came in the first round.

He said he was in the ring just for
a few seconds when he grabbed his
opponent, backed him up, gave him
a combination one-two, the oppo-
nent came forward and he landed a
left upper cut in the middle of the
ring that literally knocked his oppo-
nent off his feet, causing him to land
against the ropes.

That fight was in the Silverado
Tournament in Buena Park when
Villa weighed 206.  His opponent
weighed in at 210.

And all of this was when Villa
was only 14.

But Villa’s life changed and so
did his priorities.

“I had my kids, I had my family,
when I was 20, so I had my first son,
which he’s 11 years old now,” he
said.  “So I decided to hang my
gloves.”

Today, Villa is also in the trans-
portation business, working in ship-

ping and receiving for a distribution
center in Ontario.  

Villa has two girls and a boy and
Perez has three boys.  And yes, Perez
said, they know how to fight – “they
know the basics.”

Villa said his son is more inter-
ested in soccer “but he does know
how to defend himself.”

As volunteer coaches, the two are
helping out as much as they can.

How valuable are they to the
younger kids in the program today?

“I think it means a lot just like
what it meant to them as young
teenagers and young kids having the
boxing program and a mentor to
kind of steer them in the right direc-
tion,” Castaneda said.  “But better
yet, you’re doing it while you’re
providing something that they like,
both these guys like boxing.”

He said boxing isn’t for every-
body.

“You have guys like Juan who is
a perfect example of a human being
but wasn’t the best in school,” he
said.  “Those are the kids that do not
make the football team, the baseball
team, they don’t have the grades,
so... they fall through the cracks.”

“Here, they’re part of a team
now,” he added.  “They go out to
have families and jobs and become
adults and . . . now they’re back
where they started as kids to give
back and coach the next generation.”

How important is the “full circle”
concept to the Fist of Gold Board?

Fist of Gold Board member Is-
mael Arias, of the UPS Store in
Pomona, said this is the first time
program participants have come
back just based on the age of the pro-
gram and the fact that the first par-
ticipants are now becoming adults.

Fist of Gold working on its 
‘second generation’ of kids

This shows, he said, that Fist of
Gold is really working on its second

generation of kids.
“We’re just starting to gradually

see the return on the initial invest-
ment,” Arias added.  “We spend a lot
of time with them and now the gym
gets to see the fruits of its labor be-
cause they get to come back and give
back.”

“It gives them someone to look up
to,” Arias said.  “It shows them it’s
not just George saying if you do
great things you can do this.  These
(kids) are living proof of what Fist
of Gold has done.”

“It gives them a challenge to rise
above,” Arias said.  “It’s a definite
stepping stone for the young kids.”

“It’s a good experience,” Villa
said, with plenty of good memories
to tell your kids.

Thinking about getting involved?
First, Castaneda said, “just because
you walk in the doors doesn’t mean
you have to climb in the ring and
box or compete.”

He said plenty of kids just come
to “hang out,” or work out with a
punching bag or hitting mitts with a
coach.

“And of course we take every
protective aspect to protect the kids,”
he said.  “I’ve been doing this for 20
years and I’ve never had any kids
hurt.”

The gym opens at 3 p.m. with a 3
to 5 p.m. session for kids from
Pomona’s Garey High School down
the street, followed by a second ses-
sion from 5 to 8 p.m. for a younger
group of kids.

Monthly dues make the program
possible on a year-round basis and
registration is open to anyone from
5 to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday
at the gym, located at 2350 S. Garey
Ave., Pomona, (909) 376-0343.  For
more information, visit the web site
at www.fistofgold.org.

Information is also available on
Facebook and Twitter.

Compost is simply decomposed
organic material.  Composting is
good for two very compelling rea-
sons.  First, it is good for the garden
and second, it is environmentally re-
sponsible.  For the garden, compost
improves the soil which supports
healthier plants.  It also releases nu-
trients slowly which provides con-
sistent growth over time.  For the
environment, composting reduces
the amount of solid materials that go
to landfills.  It also reduces the need
to add commercial fertilizers to your
garden which will save you money
in the long run.  

To start a compost pile, you will
need some space in your garden,
preferably one that is out of sight.  A
new compost pile can look like a

pile of debris rather than something
that is beneficial for the environ-
ment.  Personally, I prefer to have
two compost piles –  one pile I use
for the garden, the other I use to add
new materials.  Every time new ma-
terials are added, the clock for when
the compost is ready starts over.  

So what goes into a compost pile?
On one hand, it is very simple, but
on the other hand, the calculus of
carbon materials to green materials
has frustrated even the most sea-
soned gardener.  The ideal carbon to
nitrogen ratio is 30 to 1.  Carbon ma-
terials are things like dried leaves,
sawdust, dried grass, cornstalks, etc.

THE WEEKEND GARDENER by Leif Green

Compost Basics
Plant carrots in January and you'll never have to eat carrots.  ~Author Unknown

Nitrogen products are green such as
grass clippings, plant cuttings,
kitchen scraps, egg shells, weeds,
leftovers from the garden, etc.  I
don’t worry about the exact ratios.
Just remember to put a lot more of
the carbon materials over the nitro-
gen materials.  There are some ma-
terials that are excellent for
composting, but aren’t suggested to
add to your compost pile such as
meat scraps and fat renderings.
While they add many beneficial nu-
trients and energy compounds, they
attract rodents and other pests.  They
can also give off unpleasant odors.  

There are two critical elements
for a successful compost pile –

water and oxygen.  Water is required
for the microorganisms that break
down the organic matter.  If you can
see any standing water or you can
squeeze the material in your hand
and have water come out, it is too
wet.  Oxygen is also required as part
of the decomposition process.  To
keep these elements in proper bal-
ance, the compost pile should be
turned with a shovel, hoe or pitch
fork every seven to 10 days.  At each
turn, sprinkle the compost pile with
water until moist.  You will be able
to tell you are doing things correctly
when the compost pile heats up to
140 to 160 degrees.  This tempera-
ture will show you that the organic

Leif Green

matter is breaking down.  Reaching
this temperature is also important
because it kills weeds, their seeds
and any other unwanted pests.  

Adding too much carbon materi-
als will cause the decomposition to
proceed too slowly.  The tempera-
ture will not increase enough to kill
the weeds and other unwanted
plants.  If there is too much nitrogen
material, the compost pile becomes
slimy and the breakdown of the or-
ganic material slows down.

When your compost pile is ready,
some gardeners like to give it some
extra zip by adding a small amount
of commercial nutrients or vitamins.
Good choices for this would be

Nutri-Grow by Biagro Western
Sales or Micronutrients by Garden
Choice.  However, unless your gar-
den has a particular deficiency, these
additions generally aren’t necessary.

There are many specialized bins,
aerators and other tools that can im-
prove composting.  If you are new to
this practice, try the basic compost
pile to see if composting is right for
you.  

Editor’s Note:  Leif Green, the au-
thor’s pen name, grew up in Pomona
and graduated from Cal Poly Uni-
versity Pomona with a master’s de-
gree in biology. Gardening has
always been his hobby and his col-
umn is presented as a public service.
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POMONA PUBLIC LIBRARY
OPENS NEW ʻTEEN CEN-
TERʼ – A new teen center
opened at the Pomona Public
Library last month, made pos-
sible in part through the sup-
port of the Pomona Public
Library Foundation and dona-
tions of computers by
Pomonaʼs DeVry University.
The foundation also provided
computer monitors and a new
ʻteen centerʼ sign for the new
facility.  The teen center
carves out a special place in
the library for teens and offers the comfort of four restaurant-style booths for reading, gathering and
working.  Library Board member Helen Mosier told La Nueva Voz the new teen center provides kids
a place to go as well as a lot of information tailored to teens.  She said the library offers a lot of in-
formation in general, particularly when teens are working on school reports.  Pictured at the ribbon
cutting are, from left, Deputy City Manager Mark Gluba; volunteer Anne Henderson; Pomona Uni-
fied School District Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman; Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman; Pomona
City Councilmember Paula Lantz; library board chair Carol Pelton; Pomona Public Library Foun-
dation President John Clifford; library board member Helen Mosier; and library board member
Veronica Michalowski.

KABOOM, the annual Fourth of
July holiday show at Pomona’s Fair-
plex, is all set again this year to get
started at 8 p.m. in the grandstand.

The “always sold out” show each
year includes fireworks, monster
trucks and an extreme motocross ex-
travaganza as the most exciting
event in Southern California.

This year’s theme is “Star Span-
gled Spectacular” in an event to in-
clude Pyro Spectaculars by Souza,
the premier fireworks company in
the nation, performing one of the
largest fireworks celebrations
around.

Tickets on sale for KABOOM, the annual Fourth
of July extravaganza at Pomona’s Fairplex

And the FMX riders and Monster
trucks will provide a high-energy
family event that appeals to all ages.

Tickets for reserved seating are
$22, trackside bleachers are $19.50
and general seating is $16.  Ages two
and younger are admitted free.  A va-
riety of food and drink stands will be
open during the evening.

Tickets are available on line at
fairplex.com and at Gate 1 at Fair-
plex from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday through July 3 and
on Friday, July 4, until sold out.

For more information, visit fair-
plex.com or call (909) 865-4521.

The Pomona Concert Band has
announced its 67th annual summer
concert series with its first per-
formance scheduled for Thursday,
July 3 as a patriotic “American
Pageant” performance.

All performances begin at 8
p.m. in the G. Stanton Selby Band-
shell behind the community center
building in Ganesha Park, 1575 N.
White Ave., Pomona.

All performances are free to the
public and concert-goers are en-
couraged to visit the band’s con-
cession stand or bring a picnic
basket and lawn chair for an
evening of music.

The Pomona Concert Band,
under the direction of Linda
W.Taylor, conductor and musical
director, and Dr. Jorge Garcia, as-
sistant conductor, includes mem-
bers from Pomona and more than
20 surrounding communities.

It was founded in 1947 by the
late G. Stanton Selby, former
mayor of Pomona, as part of a local
Pomona American Legion Post.

In addition to the July 3 opening
concert, the following concerts are
scheduled for the summer:

Thursday, July 10, “Retro,” the
same music the band performed in
1974.

Sunday, July 13 (a bonus con-
cert), the Claremont Symphony
Orchestra will perform and provide
an “instrument petting zoo” in

Pomona Concert Band announces dates 
for 67th annual summer concert series

which children can try out instru-
ments.  The “petting zoo” starts at
6 p.m. and the concert begins at
6:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 17, “Artist Pallet
in Music,” featuring music with ti-
tles related to color and art.

Thursday, July 24, “U.K. Fa-
vorites,”featuring “Scottish Rhap-
sody” and the music of Andrew
Lloyd Webber.

Thursday, July 31, the band will
be led by guest conductor, com-
poser and arranger James Chris-
tensen, who will bring many of his
best band arrangements from his
37 years with Walt Disney Produc-
tions to life.

Thursdays, Aug. 7 and Aug. 14,
“PCB’s Got Talent,” with regular
band members conducting the
band on pieces they chose for the
band.

Thursday, Aug. 21, “Bark in the
Park,” as concert-goers will be in-
vited to bring their canine friends
(on a leash) to enjoy the evening.

Sunday, Aug. 24 (a second
bonus concert), the Pomona Con-
cert Band will host the Golden
State British Brass Band.

Thursday, Aug. 28, “American
Visions,” a concert that features
music that is patriotic or has a title
that displays real Americana.

For more information, visit the
web site at www.pomonaconcert-
band.org or call (626) 824-0001.

The Millard Sheets Art Center at
Pomona’s Fairplex is partnering
with the Animal History Museum
to offer monthly family art and lit-
eracy workshops on the third Sat-
urday of each month.

The events, which got under
way this month, will continue from
10 to 11:30 a.m. each third Satur-
day in the art center.

Volunteers from the Animal His-
tory Museum will lead the work-
shops with stories, tips and natural
science fun.

Kids of all ages can participate
in hands-on activities that will
teach animal biology and care
while making children’s literature
come “alive.”

Parents will be provided with re-
sources to continue the learning ex-
perience at home.

Upcoming workshops are:
July 19, “Awesome Owls” with

the book “Owl Babies.”  Partici-
pants will make a little feathered

Millard Sheets Art Center partners with Animal
History Museum for monthly workshops for kids

owlet craft and will examine an
owl “pellet” to see what these birds
eat.

Aug. 16, “The Hungry Caterpil-
lar,” Eric Carle’s classic book.
Discussion includes the lifecycle of
butterflies and participants will
create a butterfly craft.

Sept. 20, “Calling All Teddy
Bears.”  Kids will learn the classic
Teddy Bear Picnic story and song
and prepare everything families
need to make their own take-home
bear picnic.

Oct. 18, “Smelly Pet,” reading
“The Gas We Pass.”  Families will
work together whipping up a recipe
of flubber to take home.  The di-
gestive system will be discussed.

Participants are required to com-
plete a one-time registration for the
workshops.

For more information, contact
the Fairplex Child Development
Center at cdc@fairplex.com for a
form or call (909) 623-3899.

Winners of Los Angeles 
International Wine & 

Spirits Competitions to be
available for tasting at 

Los Angeles County Fair
Pinot noirs made a splash at the

2014 Los Angeles International
Wine Competition last month with
two, along with a Cucamonga Val-
ley Port, receiving the highest rat-
ings. 

Giesen Pinot Noir, The Brothers,
Marlborough, New Zealand, 2011
and Ventana Vineyards, Pinot Noir,
Estate, Arroyo Seco, 2012 both re-
ceived 98 points and best of class
awards. Galleano Winery, Port, Cu-
camonga Valley also ranked 98
points with a best of class. 

In the Los Angeles International
Spirits Competition, whisky came
away with the top prize. Glen-
morangie Quarter Century 25 Years
Old received the best of show
award. Powell and Mahoney
Sriracha took best of show for mix-
ers. 

Judged in May using a point sys-
tem, the wine competition saw 3,056
international wines tasted. 

In the spirits competition, 347 en-
tries were tasted by 20 judges. There
were a total of two Best of Show
Awards, 37 Best of Category
Awards, nine Best of Division
Awards, 117 Gold Medal Awards,
155 Silver Medal Awards, and 58
Bronze Medal Awards. 

A complete list of winners is
available at lawinecomp.com, in-
cluding in the categories of Bor-
deaux/Bordeaux and Saké, and
laspiritscomp.com.

Winners will be available for tast-
ing at the Los Angeles County Fair,
Aug. 28 – Sept. 29. The fair features
a complete wine education program
taught by industry experts. 
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HAND MADE JEWELRY – Artist Jamielyn Ro-
driguez, of Pomona, a student at CTEC at Fair-
plex, holds one of her hand made ceramic
bracelets.  She makes necklaces, keychains
and bracelets – “initials, designs, anything you
can imagine,” she said.  “I have always had a
passion for pottery.”  And sheʼs already taken it
to the next level – she is selling her work com-
mercially and will soon have her own web site.
For now, find her on various social media sites
by searching for “Jamielyn Passion for Pottery.”
Jamielyn is a senior at the School of Extended
Educational Options, a Pomona Unified School
District charter school at the Village at Indian
Hill.  She has studied ceramics at CTEC for two
years.  “Since joining CTEC and taking ceram-
ics, I have not only found my passion, but my
career,” she says in her brochure.  “After find-
ing my passion for pottery, I have found not
only my career, but myself.”  She hopes to
study abroad this summer using funds raised
by selling her work.

MUGGING FOR THE CAMERA – Artist Kirstin
Troup, of La Verne, a junior at Chaparral High
School in San Dimas, poses for La Nueva Voz
with her art teacher Scott Stragier, of CTEC
(Career and Technical Education Center), part
of The Learning Centers at Pomonaʼs Fairplex.
Troup is showing off one of her exhibits, a mug she made from coils of clay.  Stragier, who has been with the program for more than six years, was
the second teacher hired in the “classroom without walls” on the Fairplex grounds designed to give students a strong foundation of work skills.  The
mug was part of a year-end art exhibition showcasing studentsʼ paintings, drawings and ceramics in Millard Sheets Art Center at Fairplex.

   La Nueva Voz reaches 50% more readers    La Nueva Voz reaches 50% more readers 
in Pomona each month than the local in Pomona each month than the local 

suburban daily newspaper.suburban daily newspaper.

FROM THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS
TO COLLEGE – Bunnyson Sre, 18, who
graduated this year from Garey High
School, told community leaders at this
monthʼs annual fundraising “Friends
Breakfast” at the Boys and Girls Clubs
of Pomona Valley that he plans to head
off to Cal State University San
Bernardino in the fall where he hopes to
study to become a physics teacher.  He
called the club “a place that we can call
home.”  He has been a club member for
three years and said had it not been for
the club he may otherwise have simply
spent his time on the street.  Pictured at
right is Boys and Girls Clubs Executive
Director Victor Caceres.  Caceres told
the group that the club was founded in
Pomona 50 years ago this year and
today serves 300 kids a day during the
summer months.

A PRODUCT OF THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS – Special guest speaker at this yearʼs “Friends
Breakfast” at the Boys and Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley was Pomona Unified School District
Board President Frank Guzman who told guests that as the youngest child in his family growing
up in Pomona under difficult circumstances that “there was really no place for me to go.”  He spent
some time at the Pomona Public Library but started going to the Boys and Girls Clubs after he saw
some of his friends from school there.  “It (the club) has made me who I am,” Guzman said.  “This
club impacted my life.  I would not be here without the club.”  He said he believes the club made
him a good parent, made him strive for the best and made him want to see Pomona succeed.  “It
is the best experience that Iʼve had,” he added.  “There are positives in every corner if you choose
that corner.”  Guzman is a new Board member of the Boys and Girls Clubs.

CITY OF POMONA YOUTH ORCHESTRA IN CONCERT – Members of the City of Pomona Youth
Orchestra, under the direction of music director Carlos Mares, a music teacher in the Pomona Uni-
fied School District, last month performed at its spring concert “Boleros Inolvidables” to honor the
memory and the music of “Los Panchos” and “Eydie Gorme.”  Pomona City Councilmember
Cristina Carrizosa introduced the six original arrangements for choir and orchestra at the free con-
cert in the Pomona Unified School District auditorium.  In addition, a group of 25 music students
in grades four through eight from five local public schools performed “Rondas Infantiles Mexi-
canas.”  The Pomona Youth Orchestra promotes original arrangements of Latin American folk and
pop songs.  For more information, contact Mares at (909) 267-9706.



NEW POLICE CHIEF
SPEAKS TO CHAMBER –
Pomonaʼs new Police
Chief Paul Capraro,
speaking this month to the
networking luncheon of the
Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce, told the group that
he came up through the
ranks in the Pomona Po-
lice Department and has
served in every capacity
but detective (he did serve
as detective sergeant).
Capraro said while the city
experienced an increase in
homicides last year (29 in
2013 compared to 17 in
2012), all other major cat-
egories of crime de-
creased.  And the
department is working to
see that a spike in homi-
cides does not happen again.  He said the department is working on a crime fighting blueprint that
will include establishing crime control goals to sustain downward trends in crime.  “Things are con-
tinuing to drop,” he said, although rape is up because the FBI and the U.S. Department of Justice
changed the definition of rape which impacts the way that crime is reported in the statistics.  He
also said recent grant money has enabled the department to restore a second team of officers in
the gang unit that was eliminated due to budget cuts in 2008.  The two gang units operate seven
days a week.  The department also maintains suppression details for taggers and prostitutes.  “The
fact that violence is down is not just luck,” he said, adding that it is partially due to the support the
department receives from other agencies in Pomona such as the probation department, the dis-
trict attorneyʼs office and others.  Pictured with Capraro is Pomona Chamber Vice President of
Networking Nona Tirre, of State Farm in Claremont.

DAVID & MARGARET HOST FIRST ʻSUPERHEROES WALKʼ HONORING FOSTER PARENTS
AND CHILDREN – Supporters of David & Margaret Youth and Family Services in La Verne, garbed
in superhero-themed outfits, participated in last monthʼs first annual “Superheroes Walk” honoring
foster parents and children and to help raise funds to benefit recreational activities for the foster
family agencyʼs clients.  The event was part of the agencyʼs annual “respite” day, when staff give
foster parents a day off for some well-earned time of their own by caring for their young charges.
Pictured, from left, are Lauren Albee, Ben Cuatt, Loni Cuatt, Monique Renna and Celeste Stevens.
David & Margaret serves more than 1,000 clients annually through a range of services including
a residential program for adolescent girls, shelter care for adolescent girls and boys, a foster fam-
ily agency, adoption assistance, mental health services, treatment for learning disabilities and
more. For more information, contact 1-(800)-4-FOSTER.

CLOSING DAY AT TED GREENE LITTLE LEAGUE – It was closing ceremonies for Ted Greene Little League in Pomonaʼs Ted
Greene Park this month.  Pictured is one of the teams, the Junior Minor Dodgers, kids ages seven to nine, who were undefeated
for the season.  Pictured with the team and the assistant coaches is head coach Raul Constancio, fourth from left in white jersey,
and team moms Monique Ayala and Lisa Robles.

The Rotary Club of Pomona will
present its third annual Hot August
Night fundraiser in August featuring
everything from dinner and wine to
guests arriving in their own classic
cars to compete for a “People’s
Choice Award.”

The event is scheduled for 6 to 10
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 16 at the NHRA
Museum at Pomona’s Fairplex.  Tick-
ets are $75 each and include dinner
catered by the Sheraton Fairplex
Hotel.  Each guest will receive one
ticket to the Los Angeles County Fair
and one complimentary glass of
wine.  Free parking is available
through Gate 1.

The event will celebrate the mem-
ory of Dr. Shane Truman Todd, son

of Mary and Rick Todd, formerly of
Pomona, with 60 percent of the
evening’s proceeds going to PUPIL
(Pomona Unified Partners in Learn-
ing), Pomona’s year-old educational
foundation. 

The remaining 40 percent will go
to other Pomona youth programs.

The Todd family has already made
a substantial donation to PUPIL, ac-
cording to a news release.

“We appreciate Pomona Rotary’s
commitment to our organization and
look forward to receiving additional
funds for these programs,” said Sam
Tharpe, Board President of PUPIL.

“Support for this celebration has
been overwhelming,” said event
chairperson Carol Wilt.  “There is

currently positive energy in the City
of Pomona and everyone is anxious
to become involved in this move-
ment.”

Participants are encouraged to
drive their favorite classic or sports
car and enter to win a “People’s
Choice Award” (drivers must arrive
by 6 p.m.).  Live music, a science

Pomona Rotary set for third annual ‘Hot August Night’ event
project contest and a mini-racer game
are also planned, along with a
“choice” auction and a silent auction.

For more information, or to con-
tribute additional auction items, con-
tact Beth Brooks, (909) 229-5921 or
Carol Wilt, at (909) 573-4634.  

Checks for donations and reserva-
tions should be made payable to

“Pomona Rotary” and mailed to Beth
Brooks, P. O. Box 7787, La Verne,
CA  91750.  Please include a tele-
phone number with your reservation.  

The Rotary Club of Pomona meets
at noon on Tuesdays at Pomona’s
Sheraton Fairplex Hotel.  For mem-
bership information, contact David
Speidel, (909) 764-4396.
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Nominations open for teacher,
principal of the year

The Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and
Sports is accepting nominations for teacher and prin-
cipal of the year with awards ranging up to $10,000

for the winning schools.
The gold medal winner will re-

ceive $10,000, silver medal $2,500
and bronze medal $1,000.

For more information and to sub-
mit nominations, visit the web site at
www.calgovcouncil.org.
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NU ALPHA KAPPA REACHES OUT TO POMONA TO MOTI-
VATE KIDS TOWARD HIGHER EDUCATION – Cal Poly Uni-
versity Pomonaʼs Tau Chapter of Nu Alpha Kappa reached out
to students in Pomona and surrounding communities last month
to try try to motivate kids towards higher education by providing
booths with both fun games and college information in a free
childrenʼs carnival at Pomonaʼs Cortez Elementary School. The
event included food, games, music and entertainment. Pictured
trying to trip the switch on the dunk tank is Orion Almanza, 14,
an eighth grader at Cortez. As is seen in the accompanying pic-
ture, he succeeded and sank fraternitiy member William Wang,
a student at East Los Angeles College.

SWINGING AT THE PINATA – Kyle Flareau, 11, a fifth grader at
Beatitudes of our Lord School in La Mirada, takes a swing at the
pinata at Cal Poly University Pomonaʼs Kappa Delta sorority booth
at the Nu Alpha Kappa event at Cortez Elementary School last
month. Nu Alpha Kappa member Moises Alvarado, 22, a senior at
Cal Poly University Pomona in kinesiology, the study of human
movement, and working on a minor in Chicano studies, said the idea
of the free carnival was to enable the kids to have fun and get in-
spired. “Weʼre here to inspire the youth to higher education,” Al-
varado said.
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Thursday: Single & Parenting 6 p.m. / Strengthening Families 6 p.m.

985 West Holt Ave., Pomona, CA 91768

Phone: (909) 622-6292
Email: Bmtcogic@aol.com • Web: www.bmtpomona.org

AMulticultural Ministry Where God and Mankind
Come Together to Meet the Needs of People

La Nueva Voz...La Nueva Voz...Funeral services were held this
month at New Covenant Christian
Fellowship for Stephen Van Cleef
who died on June 5 at the age of 54.

Van Cleef, a regular face in
Pomona at a variety of organiza-
tional meetings and activities,

worked on a variety of causes in
Pomona with the general theme of
promoting and improving either the
city or its churches.

The eulogy was presented by Pas-
tor Danny Wooten of New Covenant
Christian Fellowship Center of
Pomona.

Speakers at the services included
Pomona City Councilmember Debra

Stephen Van Cleef dies at age 54

Stephen Van Cleef
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Martin, Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Frank
Garcia, and Apostle Henry Alexan-
der, senior pastor of Shield of Faith
Christian Center of Pomona.

“Although I have known Stephen
for only two years, I feel like I’ve
known him my whole life,” Martin
said after the service. She said when
she first met him “he truly became

my angel.”
“I truly believe his last 20 years

of life was all about turning Pomona
back to where it used to be,” she
added. “He would make sure that if
there was a new business in town
that was a restaurant he would tell
everybody to go there.”

“He was a giver, not a taker,”
Martin said. “He would give his last

dollar to someone. That’s the kind
of person he was.”

Van Cleef, a resident of La Verne,
died of cancer. A native of Ami-
tyville, New York, Van Cleef con-
sidered himself to be a “hard core”
Democrat.

Among other organizations, he
was a member of the newly-formed
Pomona chapter of the NAACP.
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